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principles. If a number are cunverted to Chrnst,
his labor is considered a success, but if not, 1t 18
gonerally conaidored a failuro, This is the kind of
work to which we very carefully take oxceptions.
Wo do not wish tu be understood s undervalning
tho importance of tho salvation of precious souls,
but rather incrensing the chances of therr salvation.
Wo aro anxious to say, to an to bs impressivoly
underatood, that the enlisting of porsons into the
servico of Christ is not so great and important as
ho sorvice itself, We must, therofore, take into
consideratiun the cundition and ciroumstances of
the church, intv which pursuns eutor bofore wo can
justly call the wurk of rocruiting a success. Wo
admit, of course, the importance of conversion or
comirg into the church, but this woerk is made im-.
portant by a -subsequent life. If there is not a
curresponding Christian life, the cunversiun is of
no avail. As the Christian life deponds upon
churoh life, all can sgo the firat important work is
the healthy condition of the church. Wo will take
& case kuown to tho writer and to others, to illua-
trato the thought bofore us.

The church in worshiped in a building
not pleasant, tidy nor conveniont. It was not in a
good working condition, not well organized. Only
afew of the memboers met for worship, and they
not very rogilar, They had no week-night prayer-
meetings, and very little praying at home. No
Sunday-school. Their contributions for the support
of the Gospel were very limited. Their rehigious
influence as a church was, therefore, scarcely felt
in their own community. This is not over-painted
but was literally true, Now for the question !
¢ What was the needed work in that locality 1%
Says one, *“ They needed a good revivalist to wake
them up"—That was just what they got. A
revivalist went thore and presentsd the Gospel in
its true light, and persuaded quite a aumber to
obey it, The brethren were delighted, tho enthus-
iasm ran high. The preacher reported a grand
meoting—eo many accessions and a general waking
up of the church. But the preacher goes to anothor

field of labor, and the brethren young and old, are

left alone egain. They go on with their regular
worship in the same delapidated building. No
mesting-houso interest started, no regular donations
for miesions established, no .weokly prayer-mect-
ing organized. After a little timo the old brothren
and the new members lose the onthusiasm. The
young disciples havo received the milk of the word,
but now they need strong meat in order to their
growth. But they, unfortunately, have none among
them who is ‘“ apt to teach,” none who can reprove
nnd rebuke with all fong suffering and doctrive.
What i3 the result?

In ore year, many of the converts degenerato inio
a state of indifforence that would require much
more labor to reach thom than before they were

converted, and the ollor brethren sv discouraged,

they about conclude it quite impoasible to sustain
the worship longer. I will leave this, dear readersa,
to yrur wizdom and caudid judgment, to say
whether this kind of work can be rightly called
success, and whether we ought not call a halt to
this feature of mission work, until such times that
the adding members to the church can be made a
lasting permanent good to the mombers themselves
and also to the cause of God. e presume now
that you are ready to understand us when we say.
the special 1mportant work needed to-day, s the
work with the churches. We are greatly in need
of vigorous healthy church life, in order to Cbris-
tian growth and Christiun consecration,

A young man who was invited to come back, like
the prodigal to the Father's home, replied,  the
prodigal had a home to come back to.” This is
what overy soul needs and must have in order to
sustain .and perpotuate his spiritual life. Tho
church must bo made a svulsaver. Nout simply an
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odificativn, a hume for warm gonial associations.

Wonced an administrative refurim, a proper organiz-
ation of the churches intu a svul saving and soul-
educativo sorvice, It is to the organization and
co-operation. of church life, that wo luok for Chris-
tian giowth and Ohristinn consecration. When
this is accumplished we will naturally and neces-
sarily have additions tv the church,

The Inborers needed now are those who will suit
thair labor to the work of organizing prayer-meot-
ings and Sunday-schools and Bibloclasses, and also
to buildiug mecotuzg houses, aud insspiring the
cliurches with the duty of systomatic giving, Every
caroful ubsurver will admit that the cause in our
provinees i8 in a batter condition than at any
provious time, the reason of which is in the fact
that more atontivn has boen giveu tu the churches
in vrder to botter their cundition fur the receiviog
of others into th.ir folds,

Theve has beon_in the last three yoars, in the
two provinces, no less than six moeting-houses
erected, and four in process of erection. Besides
this, there are threo brethren who have enterod tho
ministry, and two who aro at school preparing
themselves for the good work.

Add to this the cucouragiug fact, that many of
our brothren are becoming interested in the general
work of the churches, and we have the secrot of tho
present condition of prosperity. Whon we all come
to understand the importance of co-operation, wo
shall sce success that will gladden every heart. Wo
have the men and the women and the meaus capable,
if utilized, to incrcase the success a hundred fold.

Wo ato apt to think that labor devoted to
churchee that ave able to help thomselves, is a waste

,of time znd means; thatis not profitable to waste

our stromngth with those who are capable of looking
after their own inlerest, and that it is much better
and more in the line of mission work to labur in
new fields. But why should we neglect the man
whe is able to give and will not, more than the man
who is able to ropent and will not. Isnot giving
as necessary to our salvation as repenting. The
loss a man is inclined to ropent, the moro we urge
him to repont; and so it should be with the pro-
fessor. If he i3 remiss in the important duty of
giving, he shonld be taught and encouraged until
he got into line with duty. Supposo we neglect
the ¢hurches and localities where wo think the
brethren are able to help themselves, but will not,
and go into new fields and convert people to the
Lord. Who will caro for these new fiolds? Whers
can wo get tho funds to continue the work 3 If the
churches are not first educated to tho necessity of
co-operation, it will bo impossible to sustain the
interest in the now felds. There can be no possible
good in building up one intsrest, and at the same
time lot another colapse. This would he unwise
and ruin to tho cause, L.t us hold what we get
and got only what we can hold. We trust that a
candid and careful consideration of our needs will
inspire us to a united strong effurt to build up the
causo of God in our provinces,
H. M.

“HOW SHALLTUHEGOSPEL BEPREACHED
T0 WIN MANY TO CURISI 2"

In andertaking Liis subject, I am made to feel
1y inability to treat it to that profundity of thought
which it regeires, and the occasion it demands,
And soeing much of our success in tho future shall
depend on how the guspel isprosented tu the psople,
I romly thiuk this task assigned me should have
been given to sumo oue of larger experionco thau
myself,

I suppose all ministers are deoply intcrested in
the solution of this question, and, doubtless, often
may bs heard the reclamation, amounting at times
to a ory of aguny of goul, coming from the minister's

ark of safoty, but a school for imstruction and |atudy, How shall I presont the gospel that many

may bo won to the Saviour? 1i this ba uot the
dosiro of vur heart and the suprewme object of our
ondeavurs, wo are certainly out of pusition, have
missed our calling, are biucking the car of right.
vousnees, and will bring upon our heads heaven's
just retribution.

It seems to me no more important theme could
come beforo this convention for our consideration.
Thoro are many great questions agitatisg tho publio
mingd at present, but to me this is one of the moat
important, seeing it has to do with man's present
wud futute stato. But men have given little thought
tu thissubject. Svarculy over du wo hear it discussed,
ur oven talked abuut, at least, such privileges have
never been mine to enjoy.

We understand tho gospoel, tut how is it to be
presented tu the puuple ? is Lthe impurtant question.
If & man has nv regard for the maanec of cvnducting
his business, he certainly can never succeed; and
should a minister of the gospel place no value on
the presontation of the truth, he shall accomplish
but little for the cause of Christ.

Anud soeinty the condition of the human family,
now numboring about one billion and a half of
peoble, and only about one-twelfth of that number
Protestants, all of whom are not by any weans
Christians, we can not nederstand this question too
soon and too thoronghly.

1f [ woro o Spurgeon, or a Baecher, or a Camp-
bell, or a Talmage, Black or Truax, I could treat
this question with much more satisfaction to myself,
and with much greater benefit to you, brethren.
However, while I shall not presumo to answer the
question, I will endsavor to present a few thoughts
which have occurred to mo in my meditations on
the subject in hand.

Firat, tho gospel must be proached to the peoplo
in.all its fulness, ic being the whole gospel. that is
the * power of God unto salvation to everyoune that
believes it,” and to neglect any part of it would
mar its beauty and dsatroy its force.

Tho gospel is compared to a looking-zlass, in
which is delineatod the character and glory of the
Lord Jesus, °* by which,” the Apostle says, ‘‘ we
ara changed into the same image from glory to glory,
evon as by the spirit of the Lord,” and if we break
or mar the glass, we curtainly destroy the image.
But if preached in its entirety and completeness, it
has a power ovor the beaits of men, reaching the
affections and luring them on to accept of theS.viour?
To preach the gospel, is to present the love uf God,
an almost omnipotent force charging upoun tho soul,
causing it to submit to the requirements of the
truth, If wo preach it in any other way we lay our-
selves liable to the cursa pronounced by the Apoatle,
 But thovugh we or an angel from heaven preach
any other gospel unto you than that which we haveo
preached unto you, lot him be accursed.” This
being the case, it brcomes us to keep a3 near the
language of the Huly Spirit es possible, that we
may feol confident wa ace right, and the words
preached will bo ‘* quick and powerful, sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing to the dividing
asunder of eoul and spirit, and joints and marrow,
and is the searcher of the very thoughts and intents
of tho heart,” Paul himself, in his sermons,
% gpoke not ic the wordsof man's wisdom, but in
the wisdom which the Holy Spirit teacheth,” and
thera was never a more successful Evangolist than
he.

Peoplo have now fur a long time been hearing a
strango language, in the ondeavors made to preach
tho gospel, which has confused the wminds and
alienated many from tho truth entirely. Our mission

‘is the restiration of all olasses to apostolic speech

ind practice, and to that end, lot us, oursolves,
*¢ gpeak- whore tho Biblo speaks, and bo silent where
it issilont.” * _

Paul was satisfied with the pure unadulterated
gospol—with Christ and Him crucified —anything
beyond that had no charms for him.  The qross




