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WESLEYAN METHODIST REFORM MOVEMENT
IN ENGLAND,

Extracts from the Repurt of the Corresponding
Comnnties, presented at the A ggegate Meet.
g ol Deleanics, Mareh L, 1850,

This Comnuttee was appotuted at a public
weeting, el in a Inrze roomn, Exeterhall, on
Friday, Aauast 31 1S40, when—afier heaing
the statementsof the Rev Messrs Faerett, Dunn
and Cintih vesperting their expulsion from the
Weslevan Canference—the tollowing resolution
was unantmnusly adopted 1 —

“Lhate m the jadament of this meeting, the
Pmcno:lnf:s of the Conference, heing a direct
violation of the prineiples of civil and religions
liberty, justfy the Wesleyan community in .
king 10t theirimnediate consideration the best
means of restiatning that body from pursuing a
career of intolerance and exclusiveness, dangor-
ous to the best mterests of tho Connexion ; and
that, therefore, the following gentlomen be re-
qucslcd to aect as a comimittee, 1o rcorrespond
with all the circuits 10 Great Britain, and as.
certatn whetlier the opmion of the socieies 1s
favorable to an aggregate ineeting of Delegates.
for the purpose of dehiberating upon the present
crists of affurs, and that the sad committen be
empowered to recetve subscriptions ;.—Dr Oxley
and Mr Iidreth Ilay. treasurers; Messrs
Hunt, C(hbbons and Harrison, secretaries ;
Messvs. Kay, Wild, Grosjean, Volekman Nodes.
Stephens, Chipchase, Flanson, Bickn~1, Brown,
Mann, Raymond, Budle, Child, Chambers.
Rennie, Dunsford, Dresser, & Dunn, Davy.
Stevens ; with power to add to their number,”

This Committee, augmented from time to
time to 6> members, having taken, for a twelve.
month, No 2 Committee-room, Exeter-hall, has
B regulerly held weekdy meetings there, on Wed-
A nesday and Thursday evenings alternately, be-
stles many others, which have been convened
as eircumstances dirtated the nec. sity or desir.
ableness of more frequent assemblings of the
Committce

Onc of the Seeretaries, Mr Gibbons, having
twice tendered his resignation, on account ol
# licalth and the pressure of business, Mr Gros.
¥ jean was unanimously requested to fill up the

vacancy. ’

g The Committee, immediately upon their ap.
§ pointment, opened up a correspondence with the
| circuits in Grreat Britain,

(The list of Circuits is omitted. The num-

§ ber is upwards of oue hundred and thirty.—
¥ 1id. W.)

On the main object for which this Committee
| was fotmed—wviz., “to ascertain whether the
opmion of the Societies was favorable to an Ag-
 gregute Meoting of Delegates,"~—there has been
10 difference of opinion whatever, Every cir-
B cuit in, correspondence with the Committee has
most cordially approved of this measure.

In consequence of numerous and earnest re.
¥ quests, contmned 1 the corresps.udence from
the circuits, the Committee wasinduced to draw
up and issuo a circular, Lo the officers and
| members of the Wesleyan Societies in general,
| and to the members ol the Committees in the
} matter of the Expolled Wesleyan Ministers in
particalar.”  T'hat cireular was extensively dis.
‘tributed: throughout the Connexion in Grear
Britain, and, by the views and opmions which
g It was the means of olicting from the several
b lucal commattees. proved a very efficient means
of enabling the London Commitiee to act, not
1 on what might have been their own views, bul
i accordance with the expressed judgment and
desires of their brethren generally, 1t was as
follows :—

WESLEYAN  METHODISM,

) “To the Officers and Members of the Wesleyan
Socteties va general, and the Members of the Com
millees in the matler of the Lxpelled Wesleyan
Minzsters in particular :—

| " Dzar BrETnrex :—The cireumstancesin which our
f “elaved Conner v is placed at pr sent, have justly exeit.
«f alarm and anxiety w1 the minds of all interested 1n sts
te wwelfare.  No Christian people have labored more
R willingly, and contidbuted mor- cheerfully, tur the cause
8 o God than-have the members of the Wesleyan.Societies,
| They have dene this in good fauth, without much in uiry
respacting those who have been *over them in the Lord.? Tt
has beea, therefore, a source of great grief to them that
jj 10atters shoull have urisen caleulated to shake their con-
p fidence in the present order of things in the Conmexion.
* From time to time, m the histary of the body. circum-
§stances have transpired caleulated to awaken ‘suspicion,
and ohserving men have noticed with alarm the course of
j hat policy whielt was seeking 1o rule with iron hand, and,
b white withdrawing all power from the people and invest-
jing it in the-preachers, was atso b-ingng the latter under
j ike domination of a few leading men. The enactment of
g the objectionable Law of 1833 was, at the tinie, consider-
4/ by those wha are acenstained to laok at the consequen.
i ¢cs of things. as the precursor of evil, as it was undoubt-
wdly a viofation of the Plan of Pacification. That cove-
§ hant, between the Conferenice and the people, though im-
j perfect, 1f it had been pruserved uitact, would have pre-
g vented many-of the evils over which we have now to
faurn, and by which we are,.as a.Christian people, de-
geraaed before the eyes of the public.
8 “1ad there Leeu no depasture from that solemn com-
rl"t and had the sinplicity - 7 our fathers been more cluse-
§'Y copicd by thnse who are their successurs, it is far (o
jPtesume that we should not have had to lament over suel’
fpaipable want of success as has of late years distinguished
B “ The acts of the late Confurence have, however, easled
gmore direct attention to the course which that body, s
Bhe legislative head of the Connagion, is pursuing.  The
yXpulsion, contrary toall law. of three estimable, laborious,
dlented, and useful préachers—the Rev. Messrs, James
fiverett, Samuel Dann, and William Gnffith, jun.—~with-
2t trial,‘nccuser, or evidence, ona charge based only on
¥

.
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suspieion, i3 a climax of wrong under which it would be
unpardonable in the {)cople ta be passive, especially as the
ostensible law—justly deseribed as ‘steeped 1 apostacy
and unbelief”—may be applied to individnal members of
our socicties, and under the unrighteous provisions of
which they may. though eharged with no erime. be eut
off from tellowshtp with the chuteh they bave been cone
pected with o years,  Suchastate of things 1s manitestly
at variance with the iutentions of o 1 venerable founder,
are) with the prineiples of the New Testament,

*¢ The excitenuent now pievaibng in the Cepnexion on
this subjeet 15 wideespread, alammne, and on the inerease,
This latter 15 a favorable omen, s it shows that the wreat
body of the people toel) deep mterest i the purity, iotepris
?’. and weefillness of the Connexivn ; but it nay be pro-

uetive of the wost serious coptequences, A fatal paseve-
ness or a disastrous diviston may be the seslt, To pree
vent both we hope will be the ann of every lover of John
Wesleyan Methodisin,

“In order to avert either or both of these results the
Committee, appointed at the great meeting at Exeter-hal],
on Friday, Auwust 3st, are of opinion, in common with
that meeting, and with others in the country, that an Ag.
grogate Meeting of Represantatives, from all or the wago-
tity of circuits, should be held in London, or in some large
provineial town. atas early adate ¢s possible.  That racet-
ing to consider the present fearful state of the connexion,
the canses that may have led to 1ty the remedial raeasures
needed, and the best means for securing an improved state
of things.

*The London Committee recommended that you take
the earhest opportunity of ascertainng the sense of the so-
“ieties i your ewrcuits by holding mectings of the local
preachers, stewanls, leaders, members, aud trustees, ag
which full explanation should be* given of the laws, ysa-
ges, and recent occurrences i the conmexion, and that
vou then and there appoint fit and proper persons as rep-
resentatives 1o attend the proposcd Aggregate Meeting of
Delegates. Two shoull be appointed by each ciretiti—
The general wish of the cirenits will deteriine the time
and place for holding such Aggregate Meeting,  Onthese
latter ponts the London Commiltee would be glad 1o have
your opinion, in order to guide them in fixing both the
time and place.

* In the meantime, seeing thatmuch ignorance prevails,
the Committee recommend that the local committee, and
such individuals as can afford it, should circulate gratui-
tously among the people the publications already jssued,
and which may yet be issucd, as give a true preture of the
case, such as, “The proceedings of the Conference,” *“T'he
Speeches of Messts, Everett, Duun, and Uriflith, at Exe-
ter-hall,? “The Lxposure of the Proceedings of Conference
by the Three Expelled Ministers,” “I'he Law of 1833,
&e. &e.  These cannot be too widely cireulated.  Others
witl follow, which will be duly announced.

“ You will al-o direct your attention to the reforms
which this Commiittee consider are nceded for the removal
of abuses, and the slability, permanence, and extension of
Wesleyan Methodism, such as:—

“ 1st. The reseinding of the anti-Wesleyan and un-
Scriptural Law (so called) of 1835.

«“2nd. ‘The appointnent of laymen as Treasurers of all
the Connexional Funds.

% 3rd. The discontimtance of the Nomination Counnit-
tee, which makes committee-men little better than the
tools of their nominecs, and the choosing of all commis.2es
by ballot. L.

“ 4th. The right of the Societics, in all official meetings,
such as leaders’ and quarterly mectings, to memorialise
Conference on any subject bearing,in their opinion, on the
interests of the Connexion.

“5th, The admission of lay delegates into the District
Mectings and the Conf:rence

 6th, The sitting with open doors of those assembties,
and the right of the Methodist people and the Press to be
present 3 and

« 7th, The necessity of a rigid investigation of the Con~
nexional Funds by sonic competent persons.

+ These points are submitted to your careful and pray-
erful attention by the Committee, as being essential, in
their opinion, 10 tho restoration of the shaken confidence
of the body, its stability, and permanent extension. All
these subjects will, from time to tine, be taken up, eluci-
dated, and defended 1t cheap publications, the principles
invelved in which are_in harmony with tho spirit of the
age, agreeable to the New Testamnent, and not contrary to
the gcnius of Mcthodism.

°The Committe deemiit incubent on the friends of lib-
erty and reform, that suitable provision be made for-the
three mimsters who have beenexpelled by the Conference.
It would be ajust and fitting tributeto their personal
worth, willing saerifice, and the noble_ stand they have
made 1n defence of liberty. and against the establishment
of an inquisition. For effecting that desirable object,
and for carrying out. also, those necessary reforms sugees-
ted above, a_considerable sum will be required. The
Commitfee rejoice at the liberal spirit which has afready

sce that ample funde are provided.
“The Committee press this upon you. Act at once.

can from others.  The local committees should immedi-
ately appoint teeasucers, issue collecting ca1ds and books,
to those willing to collect o1 rective subseriptions, -Indie
viduals may- thus greatly help the cause, who, from their
linmted means, can contitbute but little themselves,  The
Committee depend upon your efforts.  Collecting-books
and cards will be sent on application to the secretarics,

* The moneys collected should be paid in- weekly to
the local treaswmers, and be transmitted once a fortuight.
at least, to the treasurers of the general fuud, in Lordon,
-that the amount required may be speedily ascertained and
aunounced. and that the eggiegate meeting, Vnen held,
may decide on the best mode of its disposal.

« The Commttce would give you one word of advice:
—~Let no one leave thg Society.  The complaint js not
against Methodism, but against those who injure and im-
pede it AN the members should continue to attend their
classes, and all the officers their several posts.  Keep up
the fire of .persoual devotion ; cultivate holiness of heart
and Wife ; and seek to exterd the blessings you have ob-
tamed toothers 3 and ¢ God, even our own God,” will bless
you, and make you a blessing. .

« By order of the Committee,
“ Hirorernt Kay, Chairman.
#Wesleyan Corresponding Committee Office,
2. Exeter Hudl, Strand, London, Sept. 14, 1819.”

The Expelled Ministers having cominenced
holding publi. meetings, for the purpose of brin-
aing the arbritary powei assumed by Confer-
ence hefore the Wesleyan sucictics and rongre-
gations, the Committee devmed it desirable. to
make this part of the moscment as efficient as
possible, and for this purpose, in connexion with
the Expellei, entered into arranguinents for
holding public mectings in all the cireuits,
at the earliest convenient period.  "Uhiough as
many of these meetings have been held as time
since Confercuce wu.ld allow, and the strength
of the ministers has permitted, such is the ea
ger desiro of the socicties to teceive iuformation
on tho -present position and-prospects of Metho-
dism, that numerons aprlicitions for public
meetings yet remain uncomplied with, Up-

wards of scventy such mectings have already

been displayed, and indulge the hope that the friends will

Give according to your means, and obtain as much as.you.

been held, and in all cases zo intense interest
in the proceedings has been manifested.—
Crowded audiences, often till midnight, have
hstened to the speakers; and resolutions, con-
do moatory of the acts of the last Conforence,
ar. 4 expressive of o determination to obtain
W esleyan Relorm, have passed with enthusi
asr and unanimity ; or if, in svme cases, there
hav o been dissentients, these have peen so fow
nsonly to render the demonstration in favor of
Refo rin the more stnking and decisive,

N umerous public 1neetings have also been
held by the loeal authorities alone, when the
awd o1 the Expelled could not be obtained ; and,
m the,se cases, the numbers present and the on-
thusia im mnuifested, have aflorded convineng
prol  thaty in the judgment of thousands of
Wesley ans, a strong necessity exists for offect-
g refurms in our body.

LEPIDEMICS,
Continued from page 100.

Little, however, remains to be said on this
subject, after the able and conelusive reports ol
the Board of Flealth on the uselessness of quar-
antine establivhinents as a means of prevention,
i which the -llacy of popular ideas, on the
supposed contayrious character of epidemics, is
lully exposed.  For the interests of civilization,
we trust that translated copies of valuable re-
port will be forwarded to every government of
Burope and Asia with which  we maintain
friendly relations ; and wo think that the pre-
sent cabinet will be wanting in its duty to the
zountry, if they do not l)rompt!_v act upon iis
recominendations, in abolishing during the next
session, as an example to other nations, Eng-
lish quarantine regulations, and in otherwise
excrting themselves to cause the example to be
followed. Wherever the principle of quarantine
1s maintained, a standing lesson of inhumanity
is inculeated. It is a practical moie of teach-
ing the people the wisdom of abandoning the
sick and leaving them to perish, as a cruel ne-
cessity ; while, at the same time, it diverts the

upon which the propagation of epidemics chiefly
depend. Upon the disasterous eftects of quar-
antine in paralysing the trade and' industry of
commereial countries, we need offer no observa.-

comment,
Quarantine regulations are & relic of the ig-

‘They were first established at Venice and in
Italy about: the close of -the fifteenth century,
‘in the vain but abortive hope of opposing a

the destruction of the French army, before Na-
ples, by an cpidetnic in 1328.  The notion of

founded upon the religious ideas of the period,
-apochs,

limit of separation belween acute and chronic
diseases; forty days were supposed-to bo neces-
sary for every change in-the growth of a feetus;

month of the alchymists. Let us-hope that we
are not far from the time when, instead of laza.
retios of inprisonment founded upon such pue-
rile theories, marire hospitals will be establish-
cd in every port for t\)c immediate but volunta

ry occupation of alt sick persons landing after o
voyage, and that the principle of the forcible de-
tention of a ship’s crew or passongers-will be
utte:ly abandoned.

It may be observed here, that.very little faith
ought to be placed in the cortectness of any of
the numerous statements that have appeared of
the precise course of the cholera-in its march
from Asia.to Iurope, from the date of its ap-
pearance at Jescore in 1847, Wo know of
course the year and. month. when it broke out
‘at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, in London, Paris, St
‘Petersburg, and other Iiuropeancities; and we
assume it to be true, that ithad appeard as we
are told, previously at Teflis, Astrachan, Sara-
toff, and other places of which we know hue ;
but all these statements amount to nothing
more than industrious collections of newspaper
pa-agraphs; and.it will be obvious, ou a mo
ment’s reflection, that qllolcra may, and doubt.
less has oppeared in. a thousand places where
there has been no newspaper reporter to testify
to its existence. Who will prove to us that 1t
was not raging last Septemper in :the interior of
Thibet, or at thesources of the Niger, or on the
banks of the Amazon? Iiven itsexistence last
summer in the United States has beea but lite
noticed in England, and although the mortali
ty in many towns of the:Union bas been exces
site, the contagzonists have failed to explain to
us when and by what mode it crossed the At
lantic ocean, oad appeared, without local spon
taneity of origin at New York.

We shall not, therefore, attempt to ollow the

narrative of any so-called history of the progress
of cholera that has yet-been written ; and not
to extend this paper to a lengthi too great for the
patience of the rveader, wo shall now confine
ourselves to the statistics of the disease as it
manilested itsell in Paris and London.
The following is an analysis ot the principle
facts connected with the appearance of cholera
ir}}'l[’aris in 1832, drawn up by M. de ‘Watle
ville.

mind from an investigation of the true causes|

tion. They are now too well know to require |

norance and superstition of the middle ages.-—|

barrier to the cruption of the plague; the bills|:
of health were introduced' about the period of};
the importanco of ¢ forty day's detention was|
of some magical virtue residing in forty-day |

Christ has fosted forty days in the |
wilderness; forty days were asserted to be the .

and forty days composed the philosophical |

# Cholera showed itseli” in Paris on the 26th of Mareh,
1832} four persons.were suddenly attacked, and died in a
few hours.

* Tho next day, March 27, 6 other individuals were at-
tacked; on the 28th, those attacked were 22 in number;
on the 31st, there weie 300 and the cholera had wready
invaded 30 out of the 4K quarters of Paris,

* Qut of the 300 chalera patients on the 31t of March,
86 had censed (o exist before the endof that day.  On the
2nd of April, the number of deaths amourted to more thay,
100: on the 3idy o 2003 the 5th, to 300,  On the 9th,
moro than 1,200 indiv iduals were uttacked, and 814 died.
In short, ¢igliteen days after the beaking out of the mala~
dy, namely, on the Lith of April the nuwber of attacks
was 13,000, with 7,000 deaths,

“ At Jenpth the virulence of the epidemic bezan to
abate; on the 16th of April, the number of deaths fell
from 756 to 631: on the 3uth they were but 13145 and
from the 17th of May to the 17th ol June, no more than
from 15 to 20 per diems oceurred.  All at once, this limit
was exceeded § on the 19th of Suly, 71 sureumbed ta the
malady; on the 13th, S8 died ; the next day, 107 on ile
15th, 1285 the t6th, 170; and the 18th, 223, But, on
the 19th, the nuraber of deaths decreased to 120, and this
rapid diminution continuing daily, the alain of the pub-
lic began to subsidel  The epidemic went on decicasing
ulp to the end of September, and on the 1st of Detober, the
cholera was regarded as extinet.

* “The total duration of this epidemie, in Paris, was 159
days, or 27 weeks, fi.m the 26th of Mareh to the 30th of
September, or from the vernal to the antumnal cguinox,

* The period of avgmentation or incrense was 10 days
and that of disuntion 62, Thus the second peried Yasted
four times as long as the first.

“The cholera carried off 18,402 individuals in the
French capital, viz, :—

March (from the 2Gth only) 90 deaths.
April 12,733
May 812
June (from the 15th to the 30th,
second inerease recrudescence) 602
July 2573
August 969
September 357
General fotal 18,4102

# This total of 18,402 comprised 9,170 ten and 9,23%
wornen ; and bears a proportion to the general population
of 104,270,

% Of these 18,402 deaths, there weare,—

Under § years of age 1,311
From5 to 10 392
“ 10 1o 15 202
“ 15t 20 T
20t 25 959-
“ 25t N 1,206-
o 30 8) 1,423
“ 3to 40 1,348
® 40 to 46 1,31t
“ 4510 50 1,416
“ K0 to OO 1,473
“ 5510 60 1,440
“ 60 to 65 1,527
“ 65t 70 1,594
b 701t T 1,218
“ 7 to 80 766
v 8 to 8 307
“ 85t 90 68
“ 90 to 95 13
“ 93 to 100 1
‘ Total 18,402

. % We may add, as a curious piece of information, the:
mumber of deaths which occurred in the different parts of

-l.?\\sc_s, during the six months of the prevalence of the ep-
idemic :—

Ground {loor 1506
First floor 2,868
Second floor 2,264
"Third floor 2,023
Fourth floor 1,376
Fifth, sixth, and seventh floors 962-.
Not mndicated 170
Total 11,168»

The last table, which M. de- Watteville in-
troduces ns a curious piece of information, is.
Ahe most important part-of the whols. It estab-
lishes two facts upon which our attention can-
not be too strongly fixed, and which. thero lis.
-abundant additional evidence.to confirm—first,
that the cholera does not attack the poor i
preference to the vich, where the poor are .not
unhealthily lodged ; second, that the mortality
is greatest where the air is‘the densest, namel},
at its lowest level.  In Phuris, the reader is pro.
bably awarc that few persons rent private hous-
es as in England., 'Fhe- diffevent classes: of
.society occupy separate suités on the difierent
floors of houses, built somevihat upon: the, plaa
-of the chambers of our inng.oflaw, The onty;
persons who sleep on the ground floor are:thé
iporters and their families, who sufiered fargely;:
although the number does not appear so greal
.as on the next floor, because the ground is-prin,.
cipally devoted to shops and warehouses, Thgs
premicre and seconde, or firsband second floors,
are exclusively occupied by classes in easy ecir.

cumstances, and will be noticed that it was.
among them that the greatest number of deaths.
occurred. Higher ujpnlived the families. of the

poorer class, and it will be seen-that there were:
fewer-deaths on the third floors than oa*thé sd.

cond, fewer still on the fourth; and: thiat the in.

mates of the attics or mansardes-(always. tho-
cery poorest of the poor), nearly-escaped alto-
gether.

In noticing the retaen of the agoregate deaths:
in each o} the different arrondissements of Paris,.
the same rule may he observed, ‘The-cholera

made no distinctiom batween rich.and poor, nec
between crowded aad thinly inhabited- districts.

The mortality was greatest in proportion to the

number of residents, whére the houscs wers-
bailt on the lowest.land, Thus it was greatest

w the tenth arrondissemont, which includes the
fashionable Faubourg of St. German, where

many of the bouses areisolated and surrounded:
by gardeus, but the level-¢f which. is low, -cor-

tesponding wath that of Lambeth in :.spect.to.
London ; and 1t was m ILambeth where the;
ravages of cholera 1n the British- Metropolis wore-
the most severe dunng the Yate avtumn.  The
smallest numbez of deaths occurred in the thind

arrondissement,. hivly embraces part of ths



