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BATH SCHOOL TO THE CHURCIL,

The following paper was prepared by

cend conference of the Toronte Presby-
tery, and in his absence, was read by
the Rov. Mr, Camoron:

With much pleasuro, though absont,
I comply with the invitation given me
and aceount it a privilege to contributo
my share to the important discussions
on Sabbath Sohool nterests in which
you ave engaged. I only regret that I
am by absence doprived of the pleasuro
of hearing what others say. I shall

ject entrusted to me.by the Committe,
st The Relation of the Sabbath School
to the Chuech,” and hefore I attempt
to sny what that relation is ; we shall
consider what the Church and Sabbath
8chool respectively aro ; wheu, if I mis-
tako not, the rolation will bo so evident
a8 to require of littlemore than a distinet
gtatement in order to satisfy us what its
true nature 1s.

" First then, what s the Church 2 The
general notion of the Church agprevail-
ing among Evangelical christians, is
‘that of a distinct Society, having its own
peculiar basis, andarigin, oryenization and
constitution, - life and means of action,
design and sphere.  Of course I speak of
the visible Church, with which alone
man has to do in his outward relations.
It is not & mere voluntary association,
which depends for its origin on the in-
clination of individuals and which may
at any time cease to exist, if itsmembers
please to separate. Nor do its consti-
tution and the object for which the
Church exists, depend upon the assent
of its members. Nor can the members
enact their own laws, or lay down the
terms of membership. As opposed to
all such disintegratingopinions, we hold
the visible Church to be a society estab-
lished by the Son of God and his apos-
tles ; possessed of a divine lifo through
the indwelling Spirit, and having n con-
tinued organic existence through all the
ages ; while its terms of membership,
its lnws and functions are authoritively
preacribed by its head, its objects being
the salvation of fallen man, and its
sphere of action determined by that ob-
Ject.

Furtlier, the Churchincludeschildren,
although they cannot comprehend their
privilege, or discharge tho duties of
adult members.- And the Church mem-
bership of infants depends not on the
4 due administration of the Sncrament
of Baptism,” whereby they are made
Christians, but upon the fact that they
sre the offspring of the members of the
Church, and thus born within the cove-
nant, lieirs of covenant privileges and
covenant obligations.

By such o conrse ot reasoning, hased
I am fully satisfied on the whole tenor
of Scripture under both dispensations,
we come to adopt the simple yet inclu-
sive and far-reanching definition of the
Westminister Confession, ¢ the visible
« Church consists of all those throughout
¢ the world that professthe truo religion
¢ together with their children.”

Second, what now, we ask, is the
Sabbath School 2 We at once feel that
in no senseis it an institution co-ordi-
nate with the Church—1We may not suy
that itis o modern invention, for ali the
ends which the Sabbath School fulfils
have been met in all ages, more or less
perfectly by God's faithfnl people. Yor
our present purpose, it may he hest to
speak of the Sabbath School as an in-
stitution, which heas sprung up among
us, thoresult of pitying, Christian love
and ardent zeal, and designed by means
of applinnces suited to the cir-
cumstances of these later tines, to
teach the youth of all lands the re-
ligion of Jesus, that they may be saved.
The history of Subbath Schools presents
us with an object distinctly twofold. |
1. We have the missionary aspect of the
Sabbath School. In this department |
shines in primal brightness the name of |
Raikes. Christinn pity mourned over
neglected children who were growing up |
within the sound of the gospel trumgpet,
yet ignorant of the name of Jesus, and
who played in the shadows of the house
of Giod, but mever entered to worship.
Christian love went forth to speak to
these lost ones, and gathered them to- '
gether, thet they might learn that nunce
and adore, 'This is the naked iden, this
the impelling miotion, this tho way of
working, and this the dark, forbidding,
difficalt, yet deeply interesting ficld of
Babbath Schools in their missionary as-
pect,  As such they have spread, till not
only the waifs in the loathsome dens of
city godlessness, but the careless thou-
sands that are scattered in lone conntry
districts have felt the power of tho love
of Christ following the lost sheep to save.
This missionary aspect of the Sabbath
-Behool consists in the yathering in of the
wncaved-for children of wungodly and un-
christian parents,

2. But it hns never been thuswith the
offapring of the y. While Sabbath
Sehools, as such, were unknown, the
work of religious instruction was care-
tally performed in the family, and at the
odeeglesmg diets ob the Babbath and on

reforonce chiofly o the children who aro
within the ehnroh of God, and who there
are being brought up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord, In this aspect
the Sabbath School is o meeting of the
childven of thoe church for religious in-
struction on the Lord's day, where they
may enjoy tho ministrations of men and
women who are rogerded as more quali-
fied than parvents to give such instrue-
tion, How far this may be true, or how
far the Sabbath School »s thus conduct-
od may react favorably or unfavorably
on parents and family, or what may be
the gain on the whole, I do not stop to
inquire, It is euough that wo distinetly
understand what the Sabbath School in
this aspect i8—a meeting of the children
of the elaereh for veliyious tnstruction,

This twofold character of Subbath
Schools has been oftentimes disvegaxrd-
ed, aud an attempt made to intermingle
the children of the godly and the un-
godly. The result is not satisfactory in
all cases, as what is suitable and neces-
sary for the one class does not suit the
other, and devices resorted toin order to
render the Sabbath School attractive
may have anything but a beneficinl effect
on children whose opinions and tastes
have been formed under more ennobling
religions influences. Practically whero
mission schools on a large seale are ef-
fective, they ave separatefrom the school
of the chunrch properly so orlled.

III. Wo are now prepared to snywhat
relation the Subbath School holds to the
church:

1. If the church be God’s appointed
instrument to gather in and teach the
lost, then it is the duty of the church to
establish mission schools.  'T'he commission
of the church is to *every creatuve,”
and she is to evangelize ov preach the
gospel to every crenture, including chil-
dren, * teaching them to observe every-
* thing which Christ has commanded.”
This 18 a law binding on the church
which canuot be disregarded without sin,
where the church, in itsunited capneity,
failsin her duty, and the zeal and cner-
ay of private Christians seck to make
ap for that failure, we rejoice ; wo hail
such labourers ns valued nssistants in
the Lord's work, while with sorrow and
shame we acknowledge the sin and defi-
ciency of the church which have ealled
for the separate, and, if I may use the
expression, irregular action of Christian
love and earnest zeal while therefore
Sabbath Schools distinct fromthe church
have been undoubtedly useful and the
blessing to many, nay while in some ab-
normal state of the churches, it may be
tho only way of successfully gathering
in the neglected children, and as such
wo thank God for theso independent
schools, we will still consider the more
excellent way, where the mission school
originating inconnection with and under
the control of the church, this relation
brings & mutual blessing. It affords due
exereise for the gifts of the members of
the church and quickens their graces,
while it securey for the school the united
support and sympathy of a divinely
guided society, the Christians oversight
of experienced christians, and a protec-
tion againgt the ovils that may result
for the errors of well-meaning but often
illinstructed and impulsive men alike in
matter of doctrine and administration
and further when this relation is observ-
ed, all unseemly collision between pri.
vate Christiang and the chureh is avoid-
ed, while ample scope is afforded to all
who are disposed to engage in the good
work. Practically we find this result to
come about, wherever churches avenctive
and zealous, independent schools disap-
pear before the welldirected und sustain-
od efforts of denominational institu-
tions.

2. The alove line of argument applies
with still gueater force to Sabbatli chools
which consist of the children of the
chureh, ¢ I'eed my lambs,” is the in-
junetion laid on the pastors of the flock.
And when owing to circinstances it is
manife-tly the best way of feeding the
lwrabs, to gather them together, and in-
struet theaa thro' duly qualified men and
women, it is unquestionably the duty of
the church as such to seleet, prepare and
direet the teachers, and generally totake
the oversight of the school ; seeing to it
that the childven ave fed with the pure
niilk of the word, and that all is deae to
the edifying of the body in love. To
ueglect to de thin s to fail in a most im-
purtant deputtment of church work and
by unfaithfulness and negligence to en-

| dauger the faith as well as the christinn

character of the children of the church.

My general answer to the yuestion
then is ~ Ll relation of the Sabbath School
to the urchis one of subordination— 'The
school shiould originate in the chnrehs ;
should he carried onby it, and sustained
directed, and controiled by it ; ns one
most important part of the great work
committed to it, and this, whether we
regard the church's function ¢f ingather-
ing the godless and uncared for, or of
training the children of the ehrch and
developing thelife of Christ within them,
Happy that chureh which realives this
it high ideal, and happy those children
that enjoy the fostering care of such a
church,

Do your duties, anid-let wealth come

Sebbath Schéol. 14 has.

to you, if God will, Then there.is hope
-that your culture and capmeity to it
kewp pace with its m&m
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A KISS FOR A BLOW,

ks.

Il knock you down,” orted Jammie Jones,
Spoaking to his ulster;

He rateod his st and struch at hor,
But happly he miased Lor,

“And P tiss you," rald Mtttle Pot,
Runving to hoer brothoer;

8ho throw her arins around his ueok,
And 8o thoy kiesed ench other.

Donr ¢childron, would you know tho way
Of truo and happy liviug,
You must, like dariing little 1’at,
Bo loving and forgiving.
«~ The Child's Paper,
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TIE RAG-PICKER'S SON.

As the groy dawn of & November day
was breaking over the city of , Some
twenty years ago, a light stronmed from
the window of nn old lodging-house in
Manchester street.  The room from
which it came was the dwelling-place of
¢« Old Meg,” the rag-picker, and her
little son Willie, Tor seven years she
had beon an inmate of the same roum,
and neunrly overy morning, at an carly
hour, she went forth in search of rags,
and her little son went to his place of
cmployment in the town.

Willie was o Dbright-faced, curly-
haired little fellow, of thirteen years,
and was the hope and pride of his grey-
haired mother. Willie’s mother, * Old
Meg,” as the boys used to call hey, wag
about forty years old; but her road
through life being rough, and her
burdens heavy to bear, she looked wnuch
older. Everybody in the neighbourhood
knew ler to be an honest, God-fearing
woman. She troubled nobody; and
ginece her husband's death, some ten
years before, had worked hard to sup-
port her little son, and let him recerve
as much education as possible,

On the morning in question, she was
up at tho ususl hour, and her seanty
meal was spread for hersell and Willie.
The room in which they were living was
not very large, nor was the mnount of
furniture extensive ; but everything had
the appearance of the most serupulous
neatness.  After they had been seated
at the table a few moents, und Willje's
mother had asked a Dlessing, Willie
said

& Mother, you must let me go and
gather the rags to-day. I have a holi.
day, and you do not look well. I know
the rounds, for, you know, I used to go
with you often before I went to work for
Mr. Williams,"

“ My son,” said his mother, * this is
the ouly holiday you have had for six
months, and I would not like to take it
from you." .

* Never mind, mother ; I am young,
and don't mind work. You won’t have
to go out mauny more mornings, for Mr.
Willinms is going to raise my wages
soon, and ilien I shall make enough to
keep us without your working.”

And the liitle fellow's eyes benmed
with plensure at the thought of his
mother not working ary more.

“Well, Willie," replied Mrs. Mat-
thews, ¢ you may go ont in my place
to-day, and I will rest.”

Willie soon finished his breakfast, and
taking the bag and hook, Lissed lus
mother's pale cheek, and with her kind
¢« God bless you ! " following him, went
down the rickety stairs and ont into the
chilly autwn twilight, to commence his
search for rags.

By noon, Willie had nearly filled his
bag, and was on his way homeward.
As ho was pagsing a millinery shop, he
saw some scraps lying by the side of the
curb, which had been swopt from the
shop, and setting his bag down, he be-
gan to gather them up. e had them
nearly all picked up and put into a
heap, preparatory to putting them in
his bag, when something lying ciose to
the sidewalk attracted his attention. He
stooped down and picked it up.  What
was his surprise to find that it was a
pocket-book, and, to all appearance,
well filled!  Willie opened it, and one
look at its contents caused his heart to
leap with joy. Sticking it quickly in
his pucket, he shouldured the bag, and
started as fast as he could toward
home. R

As he trudged ulong with his bag on
his back, he pictured his mother's sur-
prise when he should tell her what he

money which he knew the pocket-book
contained.

his bag down by the door, furly fiew

into his mother's presence, and es-
claimed : .

+ (), wother! I've found a fortune!

Aud without waitiag for his mother to
speak, he pulled out the pocket-book,
and commenced to eount the mnuney.

“ Two hundred pounds!™ ho exclaim-
ed when he had finished counting the
roll of bank-notes. Iun't that n fortune,
mother 2"

“ Where did you get it, Willie'?" gaid
hia mother quietly.

1 found it among some rags in frout
of amillinery shop,” snsweréd Willie,

raised the fly-lecf. ¢ Jtis ¢ Horlvos Car~

-penter; No,— —— Btresd.

must-be rich, and will not miss it and
-we need it so badly."

¢ But my son, it would be stealing to
keop it. ¢ Honeosty is the best policy,
50 you had better takeo it to its owner,
and if ho does not reward you, God
will,”

Without a word of remonstrance, Wil-
lie rose, saying:

T will do as you say, mother, and if
he offers mo a reward I will not take
it."

“ Go then my boy, and God prosper
you,” said his mother,

So off he started for the ofiice of Mr,
Carpenter. When he arvived there, he
asked if Mr. Carpenter wasin. On be-
ing told that ho was, he said that he
wanted to seo him. A olerk went toa
sido door and enlled him, and in & fow
moments he entered.  Wiilie stepped
up to him and said :

¢ Are you Mr. Horace Carpenter 2"

* Yes my little fellow. What enn I
do for you ?"

“ Take this pocket-book, and see if it
is yours,” said Willie, as he handed itto
him,

Mr., Carpenter took it, nnd, without
opening it, said :

 Yes, my boy, that's mine. It was
lost by my daughter whiloe out yesterday
afternoon. I had just written anadver.
tisoment to insert in the morning'papers
concerning it. But why did you bring
ittome ? Youlook as if you needed
money,”

My mother bade me take it to its
owner, aud I never disobey her.”

** You shall be rewarded for your hon-
esty, my littlo boy. But what is your
name, and where do you live ?"

“ My nnmo is Willinm Matthews, and
I livoin Manchester Street.”

¢ T will go home with yon,” said Mr.
Carpenter, ¢ and see your mother, and
perhaps I may do something for you or
her.”

They went together—the rich mer-
chant and the rag-picker's son—and
were soon at Willie's house. .

After a short talk with Willie's mo-
ther, it was arranged that he should go
into Mr. Carpenter's warehouse the noxt
week, In the meantime, a more com-
fortable place was provided for him and
his mother by Mr. Carpenter.

Time passed on, snd Willic was fust
winuing the love and respectof all in his
new place.

When he renched histwenty-first year
he became a partner with Mr. Carpen-
in his great warchouse.

% : * r %

* %

¢ 0ld Meg," thorag-picker, is nomore
and the kind hearted Mr, Carpenter
slecps in the old family burying ground
among the green hillsof his native coun-
try. DBut Willie remains, and youwounld
scarcely recognise to-day, in the hand-
some gentleman entering the warehouse
of *Mathews & Co.,” the rag-picker’s
son.— T'he .ippeal.

Handom Leadings.

He who serves well need not be afraid
to ask his wages.

Better bo understood by ten than ad-
mired by a thousand.

A chief art of the spiritual life is to
do natural things spiritually and spirit-
ual things naturally.

Providence has a thousand keys to
open a thousand doors, for the deliver-
ance of Iis own.~—Rutherford.

For each one of us no business can be
of more pressing moment, of more ur-
gent importance, than the discovery of
our besetting sin.

‘When we come to God for counsel, we
must be willing to put our whole ease in
his hands; to tale the up-hill step in-
stead of the smooth one, should he point
to it.

A cclebratod writer says that if one
could reed it, every human being earries
his lifo in his face, and is good looking
or the reverse, as that life has been go .
or evil.

If you can but give to the fainting
soul at your door u cup of water fromn
the wells of truth, it shall flash back on
you the radiance of God. As you save,
so shall you be saved,.—Conaay.

A Kincardineshire weaver wound np

had found, and shew her the pile of " the eulogyof his ministerinthese words :

. An’ Iespecially like your sterling in-
dependence, sir. I have always said,

Felenfitic aud Weelt,

rent.

he wants the

e soon reached home, and setting | sir, that ye ncither feared God nor man,” j the soles did not.

GOOD PARNING,
A corrospondont of the Prarie Farmer

says: “ Farmers don't goin debt to your
farmg, Sooner pay six, cight, or ton per

cent interest to a neighbour ; for, depend
upon it your farm will charge you thirty,
If you oan't afford to keep o faym in
good condition and in good repair, you
can’t afford to keop it all; and if you
ean't lreop it in good condition, n fow
years will prove that yon ean't keop it
atall. The worst creditor a man can
have is his farm."

LIGHTING THE FIRE IN A $T0VH.

Many persons have often noticed the
extreme difliculty in lighting the fire in
astove especially in a still, damp morn-
ing. The stove at flrst won't draw,
even vigorous * blowing" will not suffice
and then when it does start, it is with a
sort of an explosion or outward rush of
air, which fills the room with smoke and
gas, oftentimes puffing the unpleasant
fumes into the freo of the operator,
This trouble is caused by the diflioulty
cncountered in overcoming tho inertia
of the long eolumnn of air in the pipe or
chimuey, by the small colwmn of air
that can be forced up through the inter.
stices of the wood and coal, at the bot-
tom of which the fire is kindled. All
this may be remedied by simply putting
a few shavings or bits of dry paper on
the top of the wood or conl, and first
lighting that ; it immediately bursts in.
to a blaze, because the air Las perfectly
free access to it from all sides, the heat-
ed air forces its way into tho chimney,
and establishes there an upward dur.
‘'he match can then be applied
to the kindling under the fuel, which

will readily light, and, if dry, burst into

& brisk blaze.
OVERTAXING THE BRAIN.

A correspondent of London Society says:

“ I know n remarkably able and fertile

reviewer who tells me that, though over

his midnight oil he can lubricatearticles
with a certain sharpness and force, yet

for quietly looking atasubject all round,

and doing justice to all its belongings,
quict morning hours,
Lancelot Andrews says he is no true
scholar who goes out of his house he-
ore twelve o'clock. Similarly an edi.

tor once told me that, though his town
coutributors sent him the brightest
papers, he always detected o peculiar
mellowness and finish about the men

who wrote in the country, I knew an

important crown officinl whose hours
were from ten to three.

He had to sign
his namo to papers; and as n great deal
depended upon his signature, ho was

very cautious and chary how he gaveit.

After three o'clock struck, no beseech-

ing powers of suitors or solicitors conld
induce him to do a stroke of work,
would not contaminate the quality of
his work by doing too much of it. + Ho

Ho

would not impair his rest by continuing
his work.—~And so he fulfilled ‘he duties

of his oflice for exactly fifty ycars before
he retived on fnll pay from the serviee

of the conntry.”
TARRING THE SOLLS o1 BOOTS,

About twelve yenrs ago the writer
penned the following directions fr ren-
dering the soles of buots and  shoes
water-wroof and much more durable.
Warm the soles of new shoes. apply 2
hieavy cont of warm—not hot—coal tar,
and dry it in before the fire. Lot two
or three conts be applied and dried in
before theshoes huve been worn, HSmear
tho edges of the soles as long as-the
leather will absorb the tar, which will
effectunlly exclude the water, Soles
that have not been tarred, will absorb
water like & sponge, and in cold weather
they feel almost like soles of wot and
frozen wood. So long as the leather
con be kept dry, boots and shoes will
keep the seet comfrrtably wrrm.  Soles
freated in the foregoing maymer will
wear like horn., A gentleman has just
written as follows: *T'en yenrs ago 1
concluded, with some hesitaucey, to try
the tar on o pair of field boots, At the
same time, tar was applied to a puir of
field boots., At the snme time, tar was
applied to a pair of thin-soled morroco
hoots, and the tar was laid on so houn-
tifully that the morocco waslso smeard
hoar thesoles. Thuse boots liave been
wern much every year sinee; and they
are sereicenble still.  The soles arve like
horn, and tne boots have never needed
repuring,  The upper leather did erack
a trifie were the tar wus applicd, bub
Soles will absorbthe

! Nothing sels so wide o mark between ; tar wore readily aticr the shoes have

* and reverential Jove of woman., A man
i who 1s always sneering &t women is gen-

erally u coarse profligate, or n conrser
i bigot.

How fast time tlies when you are
working against it how slesly when
yon are working to fill it up! What a

| difference hetween trying to get your

work done hefore your dinner hour, and

% trying to fill up your liour before dinner
i with worl !

One of tho best temperance sermons

lover deliveved is this seatence by the

: Iate Diev. Sminuel 1, May: «“ If it is a

Jooking at the.pocket-hook. * But here's | small sicrifico for you to give np drink.:

‘s name, mother,” he vontinied, as he, -ing wine, do it for thé sake vf others ; if.

(it is & great sacrifioe, do it for your own

But. . be | soke' '

1

upstairs, threw open the door, rushed g vulgar and a noble soul, as the rospect | been worn once or twice, where thoy

were exposed to the wet.  Coal tar can
be procured in a jug wt .y gas-works,
for & few cents per gullon. Pour an
ounce or two into u tin dish, place it on
the stove where it will keep warm, hent
the solesns hot as practicable without
burning the leather, and dry the tarin
before the five.—J wchange.

—) ST e

Not one quarter of the tulent and
strength of the churches is developed,
and in use.  Many. of the strongestmen
do but little:for the spizitual interests of
their families or their neighbors, They
do business with energy, but serve God
with-. slsck hand’; in temporal things
Ahey arg éaget and enterprising, in spir-
‘tna: things they. ave aslecp,



