-

- e——

TRUTH.

1

“In he very ugly ?"

“0Oh, no ! I daresay you would think him
handsvine. Ho 1s:. fino tall man, dark,
with a ULlack moustache; but, ok, he has
those loog sleepy, treacherous eyes, and
those lines down here by the month, don't
you know ? that people get who aro always
trying to conceal a v od thought with a
amile.”

**Ob, I hate thoso pcogle who are always
smiling. They got a shiny look on their
faces, gon't. they * Go on, dear.” .

1 havo only seen him four or five times,
when I have beco moved from one achool to
another ; but that 1s often cnough for me,
and for him too. He knows what I think of
him and hetes me; and fears me too, I'm
certain. That is why Ls has keptme allthis
tuno at school—why he would keep me hero
untal he has no longer :?' 1 control over
me. He tlunks he 1 aafe whilo I am  here
—thst 10 thisartsficaal tife Ican learn no
thiug about the real world. But heis nus
taken, ns he shall find.  Wait a moment.

Nesza went to one of the boxes, and re-
turned with an imposing document ticd
with pink ta

s Ll::ok atpc.thx:." she mid. The girls
gathered closely round her, aud looked at
the blue foolscap in bresthless awe. ““This
138 copy of mamma’s will. I sentto London
forit.  It's very short. See, mamna leaves
all her estate, real and personmal,’ to me,
her only child, Van.s Girahame. Yousee,
she zays notluog about auy one else , but
here,” turning the page with evident mat
ifacting in theaackle it made, ““here 1sthe
codicil. Mamms his evidently been told
that she muat provide 3 guardun for me
doring my munority, and make some dis

ition of her property in case I should die
forc coming of age. 7 ud here she nakes
James Redmond my sole gumanlian, with
wer to draw cight hundred poundsa year
yr‘.nn the invested capital, to provide for my
cducation and requirements. *And
farther, in the cvent of the said Vanessa
Grahame dyiag Lelore the age of twenty
one."—1"m only cigbletn :gw. a l;now .-
all the pro to that step-
{ather, gbemmamn Rsdmond. Non,
what do you think of that?”

** Your poor mimma cvnld not have loved
him, orshe wonld havele Thim some money,
wouldn't she, dear ¥ said Dolly,

** Of courze showould : but how 131t that
leaving nothing to him in the will, sheleaves
me to his terder muu'uoén lb'e. codicil *
Can yor explain that, any of yoa ¥’

Kgneohmx coald.

“Ieen in it,” said Neam, raising her
volot $n excitemezit above the low whisper-
ing tone in which it had previously boen
patched ; *this codicil ix a forgery *™ (Sea-
mticn.}

#0h, Neasa ™

]t is, and it's just the mrt of forgery a
cunning coward wonld mmke  He had not
the coarage to forge s will making the whole
otlats his : bot he had just cnoogh to mlb
stitute his own name for one thal mamma
had written, and so get a nice little inoome
far ever 30 many years out of the money for
Ty schoolin and clothea  He could do that

without raiting icion. \Wkhat have I
cost? No# too hundred a year: tha* puts
him in jon of six haadred pounds, be-

sidca the e o5 my house, Gratame Tow
(2.

The grls vasc lost in admirztiea of the
heiresa and her woadt:ft;l mm::,. bh war

uite like a soty, and the part eraine
g:c-.m ber 9 well, with ker pale fane, her
dask, faatless cyes, the soft har flowng
looecly oves ber well shaped hoad. her bean

ment.  Yours, ete., ete., James Redmond.’
The letter 18 dated from ny own house,
Grahame Towers. It camo this morming,
just before we wero going to the rehear-
xal. You can imagine my indiguation

“You did secin rather worried, dear.”

1 Oh,  was. To begin with, I didn’t like
the part I had to play, as you know. As
Mre. Vic had written it out it was simply
ridiculous. Now when the dresser told me
how ahe had seen it played, I saw what a
capital part it might be made : and when 1
thought of this letter, I resolved wrln) it
So 1 sent to the station for u cupy of Gold
smith, and studied 1t with the dreser, who
promived to make me up exactly like the
actor she had scen  Ha, ha ! thought I, wo
will see if you are going to keep mes . Eagle
Hoase, or some similar establishment, Mr.
James Redmond. If I am cxpelled from
one sckuol, is's pretty certain that another
won't take me when they hear what they are
exposing themselves to !

**Butisn't it rather dreadful to be expelled,
Nessa ¥

-* 1 shall not be expelled. T aball resign,”™
maid Nessa, loftily. **Ihavenot studied the

litical history of the British cunstitution

or nothing,” she sddul, with a flash of
humour in her eyes.

** Whesn are you going to rexgn, dear?™

** The very first thing to-morrow morning.
1 made Tiakleton promise slu woulld sa;
nothing about the perfcrmance to Mex Vie
to night, iz order that I myarll mught tell
her in the morning. You imnay be sure ahe
was glad to get out of it. There s anuther
reason why refer to resign. If 1 were
expelled, Mra. Vic would get nothang out of
Mr. Redmond : but if I resign, he must send
her the payment for a term, and that wall
help to compensate the poor old soul for the
injury T have done the achiool.”

* And where shall you go when you leave
here ¥

** To Grahame Towers, of coursc.™

“ But aren’t yon afraid, Neasa *™

** Afraad of what- that coward® Not L.
If I were 2 man, I'd be a soldier hike my
father. There's nothing I should like better
than a good fight wit
mond.”

* But o you sure he's a cowand, dear?
asked one of the girls naively.

** 1 am certain that heix. I am anxious
for to-morrow W come ; baut, oh " sheaddad,
with a sudden drop in her vaice as the tcam
sprang into her ¢ycs, “‘1shall neverhave the
heart to xay good-bye to you. dears.”

There were hugging and kissang all round,
and then Nexxa, bunsting away,  xai
(" ame, Iet us get it over now.  There, take
these, Doily : and now little witch you're
next. Choosc what y.u would hike.”

Bat the * little witch,” sstuang on the hed
with her face baried 1n her hands, shook her
headana whimpered.  She was a atrangely
small girl far her age. wath long thin fingers,
a datk complexion, and black har, Jong and
aleck asan Indiana  Her ways werc exdd
and seclumve,  Somctimes the mirls foand
her aeated in the dark, huddled up wath her

that villamn, Red

k 1 h Gailyy
chin resting o her kneey, and her %mxvd'_‘,;g;@' %o thiety-cight centa per pound,
)

vacznt cyes balf closed, as f Tarepint was
wandenng in some QB Slhisconld
interpret drvams, andy > oatof the
gatost robbush,  Shé was 32 anthosity on
ali that concerned -and tokens and
palmistry. and had worn a ;mnsghd ack
of cands impin telling the girls' fortunes.
Hes title was not aimerited.

The grls gathered aboat her prepared for
sotue new sensatsan in the Xeranoe of this
might  Noxsa aione soctd o baumyrad.

**What » the matter, Dol Yo goose ? In

. Atore anythung dreadfnlin texnis®
tfal yoang figsre. and noMle mmage " THET Deed d g?‘ifnh prrylif

cyes were not leatned enough 0 zee
i:: weaaknoza and ?::ny. ar m
wiich ate msrmrable from every .
She waz ot anconxaozs of theu admination
ot ber own tmjortance, -

“When I reomved thiz,” zaad e, Tolding
Tp the paper ik tnctaon, I wrote 20 M
Redmand, nymcs that I_domaid to have
school, and ask twﬂwt“u
be convemons tod!:un‘ &cﬂe for wy
acoosmmodation  daning res yers
uat I w2 10 beundox his
sIthesity—for 1 ax yor know.
This was &is reply.” < »

SYo drew aleliter fromn hix ‘ndpacfd w1th
the xarne impressive grevily, openmg
itoremd dms-:‘.\'u’n -what aght
has bs 1o all me ko Sy Newa? .o
Eace not anommal batanscdml satbarity
to‘g:at.ﬂ s ucvmak.apatm that
aatao ity xian, t&Q -
3t Reglo Hoom cr some dallar of

ozt 7 pleaded

withot! reme cwng-Nec hands, ¢ Its like
Naomi, myaites. Whenade w=s poing to
die tho made saiake thingx ™

“Bal T ot poing todic.  Laok at me
—~do Flonk Yikeitt”

'Nd:addonzmw all” ‘;xd e
i, whisperiag »o 1
wers wdﬁz}e **Nat all that T
Endw. 1 woald not tell you. while * maght
do you harm to know  hat T must maw that
{wuymarce sva NN v mwm! ont g 7
S tised heowedf suddenly and threw her
e abont Neam's neck  *‘von, »o heanh
ful and kind.% ahe added. nextling herwelf
in Nexxa's ready ombracr

*Why dear, why Y™ shopered Nesx,
coazngly.

Yon are (n danger
safe. Thete i gaing to be a greal change,
and thee a peril in yoor mth ] have
soen it whenores I hove Jooked—in thg

o7 wards

cards, in your hand. Your hne of Iife 1
broken 1 the nincteenth year.”

Nensa was the only one of all the Little
group who was not termified into silence by
tho little witch’s prophecy.

*Oh, come, this 13 too bad, aftec proms-
ing mo last week that 1 should have richies
and long life,” she munnured, playfully, as
sho smoothod hier cheeks upon the girl's
sloek hiatr.  *“I'wo thingy can't be true, you
know, and of the two { would prefer to be
heve ?'our first promise,

“They are both true,” aaid the girl with
feverish eagerueas: **you will be happy if you
hive ; but there are three years uy ternible
danger before you. 12 was that I dared not
tell f'ou. Oh, do, do stay with us tll the
venl s past.”

Nessa herself stood now au sidence, sub-
dued with gra- e Vcrplexny Ly the carnest-
ness of her hittle srend.  "But suddenly a
ray of inteligence gleamed  her face, and
unclasping the girl’'schinging anns from her
nek, sho put her away, !fmldm; her at
arm'’s length,

“You httle trnckster!” 4ahe exclaimed,
with snock disdaur ; ‘1 have found yor out.
1 ace through your cumjunng. You have
been thinking about that clause 1n the cods
al that puts Mr. Redinond i possession of
my fortune if 1 dic befure twenty-une, and
1t struck you that he might murder me for
my money of he gt me ander lus hand n
Gahame Towers. 1 furgive you, dear,” she
ashled, taking the child tack 1o her busom,
and hissing her, *'for your sweet love ofnc,
but, oh, you ave awfully nusiaken if you
thik that fear would heep me frum getting
nto ditbeultics ™

{10 BE cONTINTED)

Tea Cultare in Natal.

Natal, South Africy, is now looked upon
as the great tea producing country of the
future. None of the tea has yet appeared
in this conutry. The first plants were
brought from Ceylon in 1877 J. Lo Hulett,
the pioneer, now has nearly three hundred
acres under cultivation, and his crop is from
cighty thousand to ninety theaxand pounds
annually  His plant cost but §5,000.  The
1and lies about one thousand feet above the
sca Jovel, the soil containing a fair propor
tion of mnd and decomy gramite, vege
table and other organic matter. The tea
farn 18 now open, level andis well ploughed.
The ruws arclaid out five feet apart, and
t%e plantsare act fur s ar five inches apart,

1 A crop is obitained atter the fimst year, and

increasc: ap to the sixth vear, when the
p!:.nt maturces, after which it bears for an
mdefinitoperiod. Great car. hasbeen tak
cn 1o keep the ground loosc and clearof grass
and woeeds~. The picking begins in Sep'em
her and continues every tendays until g, ve
tucnt¥ I trentytwo pirkmgs in at
Nottung vould be done with the native help,
but coolicaaro plentifal, andarce exclunvely
cmployed. :They’ are alle to pick from
thirty)‘wt_l.o,_ ty poxads of leaves
“‘Ths “trop is30ld in Dar!

at from

ly twenty-Sve per cent cheaper that the
fou:? 3 uduﬁo 1ad duwI:;w 1n that
market. The withering 1» done on largo
floors, 1he leaves beirg laud thin and oom-
shantly stirred by boys and gmris. A bot
apddiy tewperatare isk oded. The roll

ingis done by machinery, and has the effoct
©f breaking up the juico celis The ferment

3ng process i3 the most particalar of als,

and apon 1t depends the qaahity of the pro

dut.  Thedrying is done by hol revolung

linders. Theworting s acmmpliahed ta
go\neol strvea the tap ane AmIANng the
lowent grade of tea
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The Good Effects of Langhie.
That lasghte. auls digextion and @ a veny
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dincorery  Senea haaell, @71 0

e waald enpprae, 4 e ,-
hutts b dimapice to -n‘h_\if&
last farewell Tareras

W
o

sisted of the dgaef u:}'t’
In Dhet and In Quiadt:
JAachtanens, It I g
soavxeinl p

|

Voor life o pot pl

PLENTY OF IOE AT SEA.

The Open Winter Makes the Icebergs Come
Parly nnd Thick.

While o defictency of ico exisis on shore
more than usual is reported at ses  The
Cuptam of nearly every vessel which arrives
reportshan ang fullen i with o lurgeror smali-
er number of iceberga.  The log of one ves-
el recorde 1iy, while those of others sever
ally record 09, 50, aml 49, Many of these
1eeberga are recorded us beng 250 fee' high
and 1,000 feet Jong, while 100 feet hugh and
a half a ile long are ulso favonite dunen-
stons  These tiguren do not couvey o true
tdea of the xize of the aecbergn W which
they are apphed, unless 1t 18 remembered
that the portion of ap webery seen above the
water w only about un enghth part of ats
entire Lulk.

The unusual multiphicityof iceberge has al-
reauly cavwed much hanm, and s Lable to do
more, unless the lookouts on slaps, having
been waried by this tane what w expect,
are particulardy watehful  The loas of two
vessels has been canse 1 by colhmon with gi-
gantic bergs, and tueniy others have been
more or less mgural and narrowly escaped
destruction.  Acconling to the most popular
theory, both the small land crop zuu{ the
large sea are dur to the same cause --the
open winter. It has been followed by an
early spring, which has caused 1cebergs to
break away from their inouringsin the polar
regions carhier and s larger quuntities than
usual.  There are also sccondary causes to
which the existence of 20 much 1cc is attn-
buted. Theso mnust have been heavy north.
erly gales followsng lugh tdes which had
broken the connection of the ce with the
shore, or with the glaciers of which 1t formed
a part.  In addition ta there bewng inore of
i, thesce this year 1s furthes cast than has
alu ost ever been knawn.  The casterly ex-
tenviun ol the 1e0e 15 believed to be a result of
its unusual quantaty.  Tiushae been 3o great
as to caol the water to-such an extent that
the 1ce melted more slowly. and consequeunt-
1y there was more of 1t 1o be borne cast by
the Gulf strzmm 23d other oocan currenta.

There wasa large mfux of ice from the
notth four or five yeara ago, but it was not
» carly 1n the acason, and there was not 4
ncarly so much of it The present wmBux s
far w1 cxeexy of any other on the reconds of
the Hydrographic 1 -vartment, which, how-
ever, do not extend very far hack.

The Austrisn Empe?or Wants No Amazons, 3

Emperor Franz Joseph of Austnia has just
uarronly cacaped having an Amazon corpm
shoved inte his anny an spite of all the «
jections  of hin geaeral staffl  and  the
Minuster of War. Three Polish wadoas frun
Lemberg applied at the Minisay of War n
Vienna abont four weeks age for permixaion
to argar.asn a volauteer Amazan curtes for the
‘mpr al Aastnnan and Hupjanaa anmy.
The petition, contaming the- argurheata of
the three Polish women, urged that they
should be allowod to enlint all yonng\gitls
and mamed women whose stature and gemaer
Al health insurod to them the mascle anfien
durance of the aterage male soldy It
wan a nght, wic pelitian aadd, of C\’ﬂ:;liahair

$

sabject of the Austnan thrane todo afe. mv-h
for the fatherland as her trother off father.
The threo Polish wumen gave phoais of
therr ability to handle the pew }E!&nlwb«r I
18ex wath the proper akill and to¢ *Jthrocgh ;
military evolatians  Thes oferr's ¢ moqgu” .
umform, and amm the Aoy ooy 7w
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