
THE LANCET

htue about t!ree-eigits of an inch fron
1:s edge, sI as to secure a good iold. It
i, flthei passed through the periosteun ait
thte point of origin of the pcctineus Mus-

, . emt:rgitng about onie-half an inch fron
thei point of the entrance upon the upper
I;îrgin of the bone.

This suturing is lthe inost iniportant
,tcp of the operation, and upon the care
wt th which it is don·e depends the entire
success of the procedure. If the perios-
tnutu and bony attachmlent -of the pectin-

vis arc caught well up hy the needle, a
good hold will be securedi upon the strue-
tmies. and firmî and solid attachmlent of
lt t part's ligament in its new position Cf-
tected. All the sutures are first laid. and
afit: cleansing the parts cach is separate-
1y and stcurely tied. As we proceed with
iih-e sutures toward the niedian line we
iiuist avoid injury to the deep epigastric'
arterv antd vein. Five or six sutures are
uuially required. (. Fig. 6.)

This portion of the technlic accomî plishi-
Sfi r the fenoral canal what suturing of
tl illars does for the inguinal canal in
tlie operation for the radical cure of in-
guiinal hernia. To suture the margins of
the ctral ring to aci other, or to Pou-
part's or Giniernats ligament, as in the
,41e- operations for the radical cure of
fiiiirail iernia. would be analogous, to
'.cturing the margins of th,, extLrial ring
ini inguinal hernia after ligating the n eck
t f the sac and leaving the latter in the in-
g.tintal car.al. without attempting to oblit-
'.e the canal itscif. Tirs. as vou cai
readily sec. would be a serious error. and
liXely to lcad to a recurrence.

in order that the closure may be suffi-
cieTtlv solid. it is advisable. althongh not
ahealys necessary, to re-attach the super-
ti, ial layer of the fascia by mecans of suit-

to the aponeurosis of the external
Oblique. (Fig. 7.)

Th remainder of the wound is now
ci sed. If the superficial fascial struc-
tures reflected fron the abdominal wall to
tLiose of the thigh present themselves with
well-iiiark-ed edgs these nay be sutured
separately with a continuous catgut sut-

ire. Usuiallv. however, these mîay be dis-
regarded and the skin-wound closed at
onet. This mtîay be donc by any method
wi'ich the operator may fancy. To emu-
ploy drainage is an acknowleIdgnict on
the part of the oierator that the demitandis
of isepsis have not .heen fulfilled.

In closing the woutnd I have derived
great satisfaction fron the use of the sub'-
cuticular suture enployed after the
Franks-.larcy nethod. This is applied
I catching the skin upon its under sur-
fa:e and about threc-sixtentiths of an incht
froi tne edge. with a curved needle arn-
el cither with silk or linen thread. I en-
ploy the latter on account of its sitooth
surface. whici facilitates removal. The
direction taken by the needle is parallel
with. al it riglt angles to the skin edge.
Care shuiid be exercised lot to pass the
neille through the entire thicknîess of the
skin, as titis wouli iefeat one of the prin-
ciplai obi:jects of this mîtethod of applyting
a sîtire. naiely. the avoidatice of the risk
i f infc-eting the stture line--an infection
likly to follow in cases in which bacteria.
nptosible of destruction by the ordinîary
metliods of disinfection. exist in the outer
laver o f the skin.

Tuh' stitch is passed back and forth
aicro-s the gai 'romî one edge of the skin
to. the other. the loops being drawn taut
evetry twoî or tlre turis of the suture, un-
til tle wound is closed. Sterilized gauze
dIressinlgs are applied. and the wholc se-
ciiretl i. position by a spica haidage. In
childreni. in whon restlessnless nay dis-
tuirli the dressings. a plaster-of-Paris
spica may be supplied for additional se-
curity.

'ite patient should bc kept in the re-
cunibent position for at least fourteen
days, at the end of which time somte frec
tot of moventent mîay bc pernitted in
the: tprightt position. The subcuticular
suture is remtovcd at the end of ten days
by simply drawing on one ni the frec ends.
A spica, with an underlying supporting
pad of gauze.. may be worn for two or
tirec weeks longer. A truss should not
be worn.


