
ORIGfINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

In developing this subject, 1 shall require to use some plain speeh,
eause between the degradation,ý but alluring effect of the establishi-
ent of certain polyclinies or post-graduate seheols, wliere, te quote
* Carnegie report, "the training is of a praetical, flot of a Lunda-
enta], or intensive kind," "eaiculated te teacli the tric'k," or perhaps
tter te exhibit an instructer in the art of doing it," and on the othecr
md, the desire of the wearied practitioner te, get intosomiething -"easy,"-
is country is threatened with becorning burdened by a load of iii-
ained speciahista.

B3lieviug that, in the words ef Oliver Wendell Holmnes, "tfear cf
,e discussion iniplies feebleness cf in-ward conviction, and great
aitiyeness to the expression cf individual. opinion is a mark of weak-
a," and disclainiing ail intention te offend, 1 nvit our attention

d forbearance.
A, speeilist lias been deflned as "eue who knows as miucl about

parts of his subjeet as any, and more about eue part of it thani any
ber," but 1 would paraphrase this deflultion aud brinig out its mevan-
g more fuily. A specialist is one wlio, «fier completîng the uisual timie

medical stildY and obtaîniug his degree, pursues a furtlier course
instruction ever a number cf years, in seme limitedi field, aud abani-

,.ing the practice cf every other branch of medieine, confines himself
~Iy to that branchinl whicli lie lias thus become qualifled te speaki
th authority. No oue lias a riglit te, pose as a specialiat who lias net
,Dved his titie te, do "e by sucli a prolonged course of special study,
,d jet me rexnind you that the carda whlch somne of our numibers per-
itt appear in the advertisiug colmua ef the newspapers, reading

aiwa s fo]]Ows: "Dr. ,Physiciaii aud Surgeon, graduate of
,3 Ontario Cehlege cf Physicians aud Surgeons of Ontario (as if bce
uld practise at ail witliout thÎs). Special attentoin given to Diseases
th EYE, Ear, Nose and Tliroat," are strictly unethical, according
the code of tuis association, and lu xny personal opinion, bencath.

The~ backboue of out profession îa the geucral practitiouer. As
Ile writes, " There neyer was a dine lu our history iu which he was

proseros s muchin evidence, in whicli his prospects were se goed
his power lu the coxnmunity se potent. He stili does the 'work, that
etmass of routine practice whieli brlugs the doetor into every lieuse-

Iinte land, and mkes hini, not alonc the advise, but the valued
lg.Ife la the standard by whicli w6 are ali measared. What lic

v. are; and the estimate of the profession lu the eyes of the public
terestimate of hlm. A well-trained sensible doct<or ia one of the

mg vainable assets lu a community, wortli to-day, as in Homer's time,


