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CASE OF E\fPYEMA.

R13tARKS-BY DR. RCHARDSON.

Before commenting oit the foregoing caso of Elmpyema, I
would take this opportunity of thanking Dr, Johnsou, not only
for his unremitting atention and assistanceo during its protracted:
treatment, but also for his dctailed report, which, lioc, I
have condensed, 8o as to prosent only thoso pointe of Ibo .reat-
ment whichî are of elecial interest.

The case is, 1 think, descrving of attention for tiwo reasons:
-firt, becratise of its favorable termination, as itis btacted by
Aitkin in his " Scienco and .Practice of 31edicitie," (when refer-
ring to the experience of Dr. Boditch, who had performed the
oporation of Paracontesis tlieraci8 150 :imes), that, " If the .luid
afterwards " (.e , níter tho first tapping) " becomes purulent au
almost certain fatality attonded such r. chaugo," and recondly,
beause of the simple and, as far as I know, novel-means wbich

.wero emuployed in the surgical treatment.
When it beenmne evident, aller the third operation, that a

<anstant, froc evatinticu of the sero-purlent matter was abso,
lately necessary, wo debated whether or not wro should intro-
duce un ordinary drainage tube. To this I had a strong objee-
tion, fi-- notwithlanding the opinion expressed by Dr. Fller,
that when pus existe, "l the admission of air is not of the slight-
est inpeortaneo," I could not resist the conviction that .uch a
resault was very undesirable, snd I felt satisfied that if the fluid
was alowed te drain off through an ordinary drainago tube, the
necessary onsecquenco iould bo, that as the fluid ran out, air
would freety pase into the piepral cavity, and not enly wrould
decomposition of the puso he iîastened and the chances of pyrmmia
be fearfully iniçrensed theùreby, but expansion of the lung,
supposing that it retained any expansibility, vould ho effecti.
ally and absolutely provented. On these grounds I choso such
a contrivanceo as would sllow the luid to be evacuated vithout
tho admission of air. The india rubber tube, manipulated as
described in Dr Johinsois report, accomplihed the end most
satisfatclorily, aud for a long time I thought ve were safo from
any source of failure. Wlen, howver, the contents of the
eavity became foul, us wse evidenced by the escapo,of foetid gîs
from around the tube, I found 1 Lad a mostformidable complica-
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