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CASE OF EMPYEMA.

REMARKS-BY DR. RICHARDSON.

Beforo commenting on tho foregoing caso of Empyoma, I
wonld wko this opportunity of thanking Dr, Johnson, not only
for his unromitti and tanco during its protracted:
treatment, bulalao for his detailed roport, \\lnch, howover, I
havo condensed, 80 a3 to prosent only thoso points of the ireat-
ment which aro of special interest.

Thq caso is, I think, deserving of attontion for two reasons:
—first, becauso of its favorablo termination, as it is ststed by
Aitkin in bis “Seienco and Practico of Mediciue,” (whon vofer-
Ting to the oxperienco of Dr. Bowditch, who had performed tho
oporation of Paracontesis thoracis 150 zimes), that, “ If tho Juid
aflerwards” (i, nfter tho first tapping) « becomes puratont an
almost certnin-futality attended such 2 chango;" and secondly,
baocauso of the simplo and, as far as I kanow, novel-means which

- wero employed in the surgical treatment.

When it became ovidont, after the third operation, that a
cunstant, freo ovacuation of tho soro-parulent matter was absos
lutely necessary, wo debated whether or not wo should intro-
duco un-ordinary drainago tube. To this 1 had a strong objoe-
tion, fcv, notwithstanding tho opinion expressed by Dr. Fullor,
that whon pus oxists,  the admission of air is not of the slight
cst importanco,” 1 could not resist the conviction that such a
result was vory und , and I felt satisfiod that if the fluid
was allowed to drain off’ tl.rough an ordinary drainago tubo, tho
necessary consequenco would bo, that as the fluid ran out, air
would freoly pass into tho plepral cavity, and not only would
decomposition of tho pus be hastened and tho chances of pyremia
bo fearfully ingreased theroby, but expansion of -the lung,
supposing that it retained any oxpansibility, would bo efectu-
ally and absolutely provonted. On theso grounds I choso such
2 contrivance as would-allow the fuid to be ovacuated without
the admission of-air. The india rubber tubo, manipulated as
described in Dr Job 's roport, plished thé ond most
satisfuctorily, and for a long time I thought wo were safo from
.any sourco of failure. Wheo, howover, the contonts of tho
cavity becamo foul, a3 was ovidonced by the escapo.of factid gas
from around tho tube, X found 1 had a most formidable complica-
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