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f lus investigations mnto the subjeet of inflammations turned his
attention to the question of the reaction of ordinary tissue ceils,

e )whcice therG resnited a valuable contribution upon the subjeet of
s parciiohynatous inflainmation, opening up a new% standpoiut', wvhich

t was iiiost important in the development of his ideas on cellular path-
ology. In this piece of -work lie pointed ont that the changes which
one sees in the parenchymatous ceils, i.e., the sweiling and increase

a in numnbers of the celis, w'ere simply indications of an abnornial
t activity of ail or certain of the processes of nutrition which ended

in degeneration of the celi. In this researcli the anthor's attention
s was especially directed towards the connective tissues, and there

iesulted the discovery of the connective tissue ceil, and of the oeIls
Iof the bono andi cartilage and the demionstration that the ceils
awere ail of the same nature, and that the tissues -were relatcd tis-
jsues. Til'ese observations on connective, tissue were of the higliest

importance for Virchow's own development, because the-y enabled
ri him to clear his mmnd fromn the last remaining taint of thie humor-

1- alists and to understand properly the «'hole question of ceil forma-
-t tion.

eSclnvarn, the discoverer of the animal ell, had propounded a
e theory for the exphuiation of the origîn of the oeil -wvhieh was

entirely basedl on humoralistie, ideas. This was the theorýy of the
1blastema; lie conceived that the oeil originated by a kcind of organie
scrystallization from a plastie material, wvhich he named the blas-

e tema, a fluid in fact; that the particles in this fluid becaine massed
togethier to form the nucieus, and around this the ceil protoplasmn
was deposited by a process essential]y similar to crystalization.
This blastema theory of Schwann was, as Virchow huînself says,

S the obstacle over -which lie st-Snbled.
s Not only Virchow, but inost of the other younger investi-

gatcors of that day, accepted the blastema theory, an& wvere look.ng1
0 for facts to support it, and were endeavoring upon this hypothesis
s to account for the formation of aIl the different celis of the body.
s One of the strongest arguments for this view was the occurrence

of certain granular ceIls in those are .s, espeeially inflainmatory,
e ýwhere xiew celis were being formed; 'besides these grTanular celis
e there were found pigment oeils> blood-corpuscle holding oeils, and

:,others -whiéh were, takcen t», be, proofs of the origin of thlese struic-
tures £rom a granuiar blastema. Virchow was able to show that

g these oeils had aoquired fLA granular oliaracter or liad becoine
.t secrndarilyloaded witli the pigment masses :r the blood corpusoles.
d Bspecially the correct interpretation of the granular oeils, the fact

~-that tltey were degenerating celis, was of the greatest importance.
y As lie says in au article in the hundredth volume, CC These investi-
a gations have a ve-ry great value for the history of a 'human error;
e these granular oeIls -,vére regarded as individual steps in a develop-

mental series, and tliey had been carefuliy and acourateiy piac2d,
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