
8 EXCELSIOR.

St. Franîcis is trtie of uis ail]. XVe ail liave ouir mission iii this
life. WTe get a proportionate aniouint of grace to ftilfil it, aîid
oirr favouir w'ithi God, the treasuires wve lay up for ouirselves iii
Heaven, wvi1l depeîiid uipon the ulse wve iiow izialce of tixat grace.
So thien, Mvien a saint, especially a wouiderfiil saint siicli as
St. Francis Xavier wvas, is preseîîted to our view, w'e mnay,
,ith profit and iiîterest, study and reflect ipon his life-see,
as far as iuay be, the caises that inflienced iîn to niakze sucli
an excellent tise of the grace of God as to, eiîable Ihlm to, attain
snchi suiblimie hieighlts of sanctity, for the causes that worked
so well for hiimu woff]d dotibtless act upori ouirselves in a
similar inanner if we wvould give tîxein a fair trial.

Weil, then, iii order to se wvliat those çauses were, ]et uis
Lake tip his ]ife. Wie shall find iiiii early iuamhood a bril-
liant sttudent of the University of Paris. He iad corne froîîî
Spain. Thioiigh youiiîgrr (lie was onli>S years of age), lie
soon becaîie distinguiislied. His vigorous intellect enabled
lîjîxi to conupete stuccessfuUly with the brighîitest niinds tlîat
lie mnet He wvas, liowever, fifl of the wvorld. Nobody
wouid dreain that lie wvouid becoîne -îvhat lie %vas in after
years. Mfie turning of lus career lie owved to a reîîîarkabie
mani wio, %vas at that tinie at the uiniversity-I mîxeaix St.
Ignatitis Loyola.

Ignmatius, at thiat tinme, was revolviixg lu his -nind a great
idea whicli afterwards assuitned practicai shape-the idea of
forining a coîupany to mvorkz for the interests of religion. He
saw wlîat Francis Xavier -%vas, ammd resoived, if possible, to
wvin lîjîn over to hiis side. Xavier liad talent, lie lîad learning,
but more sanctity -was needed. So, Ignatius artfilly wvent to
work, and by perseveraxce succeeded lu getting Xavier to
thiiiik, and consit. Then tixe grace of God did its îvork iii
lie sou] of Xavier. Thie tipshot of it ail was thiat slxortiv

after, in :1534, Francis Xavier iiiiited iiiniself with several
otmers, and uxîder St. ,gnatins, forniied an organizatiou whicli
was tie beginingiio of the Society of Jesils. The folloviiîg
year lie perfornxed the spiritual exercises of St. Ignatitis,
and performied theixi so, wvel that lus iiiid was day aîîd
niglit takeu up *withi contemplation of heavenlv th.ings.


