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MATERIALS FOR TEXTILE FALRICS.

The late Daris Exlibition containcd ample proof that the colonies of Great
Britain conld produce an inexhaustible supply of vegetable fibres adequute to all
the requiremerts of cur textile menufnetuies in licu of the flixaud ];lmp of Russia
of which the war is to a large extent depriiving us.  When the supply of rags fell
short of the demand for paper-makiig, attention was turned to the vegetable king-
dom for & substitute, and not one, but many ligneous fibres were speediiy discove
ered, of achnowledged suitableness for the purpoze.  The paper-makcrs, however,
found that, in order to take advartige of these discoverivs, expensive wlierations
would be required in their existing wmaclinery ; and in the meantime. the supply
of rags, which had been kept up on the Continent in the expeetation cf increased
prices from the demand for elicap newspapers, has become suflicicnt for ordinary
wants; although newspaper proprictors have not been relieved of the extea price
laid upon their paper during the sewrcity of rags.  The capability of India to sup-
ply this country with substitutes for Russian flax and hemp, was densonstrated in
the collection of products exbibited at Paris by Dr. Royle; and a corresponding
collection from Jamziea, prepared by Mr. N, Wilson, of the Botanic Gurden in that
istand, exkibited ancqual capability on the partof our colenies in the West Indies,
There is now a reasor able prospect that sugar, their stapie produet, will nolonger
be uan unremuneiative wticte of produce.  But with the revival, as we fondiy trust,
of the prosperity of these fine colonics, the proprictors have an opportu ity of push-
ing their enterpiise iuto other and more lucrative ficlds of produciion.  The New
Garden Miscellany for November, cdited by &r W, J. Hocker, contuins extracts
from a report on the Jamaica Botunic Garden, deserving the careful consideration
of proprietors in that i-land.  The report bears tesiimony to the increasing dasire
for growing new plants and adopiing new stzples in Jamaica, as well as for a niore
extended and varied ealtivation of the istand. in order Lo meet the exizencies of its
altered condition.  Numeious plants Lave been introduced by Mr. Wilson, who has
tested their fitness for the =oil and climate, and who finds that the istad now
“ posseszes the finest fores and the greatest number of textile plants in the woild,
hitherto of no avail in the country in general, aud held of little vuive by Lidisiduals,
but which may now be turned tothe greatest account in a national peint of view."
No fewer than 71y one of the samples of fibres shown at Pavis from Jamaica were
the products of plants indigenous to the island, and all suited more or less for textile

purposes, frum the coarse cocoa-tut coir 10 filuments rich asthose of the fnest silk,
We subijoin an extract from this important and seasonable report :—

For the Plantain, Pingnin, and all gimilar herbaceous plants, machinery is
absclutely necessary to separate 2nd clean the fibre advantageously ; when this
desideratum is aceomplished, aud with one or two years' practice, there is nothing
to prevent Jamaica competing with any part of the world of ten times the same
extent.  The indueement to do so cannot be much greater thaa it is al present. I
find, by a statistical account, that the imports of flax into the United Kingdom
during 1853, amounted to 94,163 tons, 14 ewt,, and, at the exhuititant price of
£110 per ten, to which the aversge price of forcign flax has already 1isen. it shows
a sum of £10,258,007,which has been paid in eash for foreign flax fibie lost yeary
amd since the prohibition of Russian heanp into European markets, prices and
demand are increasing daily.




