4 —gis MINING RECORD
ONTARIO'S COAL SUPPLY, William, distributing eoal throughout Ontario,
- and bringing down lﬁ)nhwent grain to the winter

i

Mr. Forward, Scoretary of the Canadian Fed- ports of &lnudu for shipment when the St. Law-

eration of Boards of Trades, has a communication rence is closed,
in the Ottawa Free Press which in a pointed way Within a decade from the opening of the route,
shows the great risks Ountario is running by being coal shipmonts shoald reach 4,600.000 or 5,000,000
dependent on the United States for her coal sup- tops, giving the Province of Nova Scotin a large
| Ply.  Mr Forward estimates that Ontario buys additional ravenue from mining royalties, distrib-
| some 6,000,000 tons of soft conl yearly from the uting several millions of dollars more yearly in
U. 8., and points vut that an edict of the Prasid- wages ulone, and substituting a permanent and

ent of that country could summarily shut off SUP- stable market for one at the best fluctuating and
plies  Labor troables also might effect a similar precarious.”

result, not to speak of other causes beyond our
control, We’rs the imports of conl nuwpnngud s'v-
en temporarily for say two or three woeks, the
effect on Ontu{iu‘n indl;‘;( ries would be disastrous, o OE ik
The article proceeds ;

“Can it bo said with certainty that such an
emergency will not arise? Seven years ago we
! had a slight foretaste of what would happen in

such an event. The truth is we are liv ngina
fool's paradise in regurd to this matter. The im-

orting of soft conl by Ontario is unfavorable to *“A list of a Jdozen companies which have one
! snnndn'u best interests, not only because 812,000, into the business in the pust decade havin en

i 000 or $15,000,000 u‘{on.r go out of the country to read by Mr. Macdonald and Mr. Morrow said that
! foreign railway and mine operators and workers )1 p %o ies had b strong petit-
i Which might be kept at home to the enrichmont o'\ fi0e larger concerns in the markets of the

of the Dominion, but we are making the very life Province, The small companies, so called, had in-
] and éxistence of the industries and carrying trade oo ceq their sales in Nova Scotin by 200,000 tons

{ of our most populous province every year more i, vp.¢ period and in 1908 these concerns had over
dependont upon a precarious and uncertain source a fourth of the total sales in the provinces, out-

4 of fuoel supply. . .~ +,+ Meanwhile our eastern side of the sales to the steel companies,
partner, Nova Scotia, is looking in vain for an ‘ Would {nu consider it possible in view of the

American market for her coal, In 1867 a United jini N i
i States import duty of $1,25 a ton killed her trade pmited markot for the coal of Nova Seotia and
|
|
i

Mr. Morrow, the shief witness for the prosecu.
tion in the coal operators conspiracy case, though
subpoened by the prosecution, is making a splen-

id witness for the defence, The following froin
l:;e Chronicle’s report of the proceedings beurs
this out :—

the wide competition for two or three companies
{ to the States, which dropred from 338.492 tons, ¢, combine and tie up any proportion of the sales
to 16,099 tons in 1893, In 1804 the duty was of the Province # asked Mr. MecDonald,
‘ changed to 40 cents a ton for screened coal and 15 Ob

. jection was taken to this by Mr. W, B, A,
cents for slack, the former being raisod to 67 cts, i a: ; i ¥4
’ in 1807, Bhipmients increaces until in 1903 (hey Ritehio as it was one of the questions to be deter

£ : & Yary €
were 008,832 tons, chiefly slack coal, entering un- :?‘Lneﬂel;)t'i;:l::&r:ia nﬂ:‘,‘:eﬁp’ndl"’ Suaght

der the low duty of 15 cents a ton. -1t would be no more possible than that two
Under the tariff signed by President Taft a ,,. three grocers could tispup the trade in Halifax.’
few days ago the duty was again lowered to 45 replied the witness.
cents a ton, Last !venr'u exports were 559.5(?2 The witness stated that the larger companies
tons, u falling off of over 400,000 tons since 1903, aq lost 200,000 tons of their sales in the Province
of these nearly 5(‘)0.("0 tons were shipped by the to gmall companies in eight years and they were
Dominion Coal Co., comprised l“‘l“’"}’ of ship- 150 subject to American and Knglish competit.
ments to the Everett gas works of con classed as ion. About 200,000 tons of soft eon was sold in
culm or slack, and paying only 15 cents a ton duty. Halifax in 1908, Half of this was Dominion coal,
| Undqr A proviso of the new tariff much, if not all ‘There wus a general incroase in the coal prices
of lt‘"‘ would apparently be now -ub{loct toaduty i, 1900 was there not ?* asked Mr, MceDone IS.
of 45 cents per ton. In any event the falling of ‘Yes.' replied the witness, ‘there was u general
in the trade, as pointed out, has been very mark- advance nlrovar the world then.  Nowhere was
od lately, and prospects are that on °°“"|“'i‘.’° of the advance so small as in Nova Scotia and much
} existing contracts, the amount exported will be of the advance here was merely nominal.
v.r{vmull- ; ‘Has there been any chunge in the prices made
hat the situation plainly demands is some then ¥
decided action on the part of the Government to ‘The onl
open the Ontario market to Nova Secotin coal,
Trnt was one of the objects of confederation that
has miscarri

ly change was a reduction of five cents
in run of mine.’ i 1
m ed. As a matter of national security, him‘zﬁﬁmnglo:h.:r::n t.b:.l:‘::.d :g::lm'd' y
if nothing else, Ontario urgently wants a domos. Who would give you these instructions * asl.
:Ie fuel lugplyf. gov. Slooth wants additional od Mr. McDonnls.
ome market for her coal. .

18 Quopss Comiaion Coal Co. have built up their oo Jobn 8. Meleunan & plaw, Wi wep
ebec trade until over 2,250, 8 & year come . = N

i up the St. Lawrence as far as Montreal, employ. . ‘A"d these increases were all made on his ir

ing  floot of 25 to 30 vessels of 8,000 to 7,000 tons *ticlions?

h rlat.bo . Open the an ‘Hav ¥
each durin mm?‘"m""""’g‘hm 'l;:?thmprlo-bunndhmwnoullu’
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