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wvliei plugge(I uI with cly - snè the app~earance of a1 buttoni, is pr*o-
bably to prevelît the caterl)illars first enc:losed in the nest frouîî escaping
before the full complenient of food is macle iîp."

No. 2 (('an. Nu'., Dcc. 1 865, P. 461) is the ncst of a wasp belong-
tng to Ponipi/ida'(, andl differing, froin truc Po)?lnpi/usiiin having the front
legs of the female nearly sniooth. 1 have bred four or five dlifférent species
froni nests of similar structure, most of theni found under dry bark, but
oneC species occurring aIlvays under Jogs where the ground is moist. O)ne
of the former species is largely infested 1b, an undescribcd ichneunion fly
belonging to the genus ilca/,.'l'lie kind you 'figure is the sînallest
kind that 1 ha. e bred from, soie kinds bieing twice as long." 1In a sub-
sequent communication, 11m. Walshl states that 4 the insect that formis the
:ell No. 2 belongts, 1 believe, to St. Fargeau's genus Anoj5iius; and on

accouint of the legs bcing unarmed iii the femiale hie concludes it to 1)C
parasitic' in his sense of the terni, or what Hartig cails an ' Inquliiline,.

and 1 have called in Englishi a ' Gtiest-fiy.* It i s plain, howvever, that the
reason why the legs of the femiale are unarnied is because it butilds a dJay
nest and dIocs îîot dig o ne out either in woocl or in the ground. l'or the
saine reason, our cominon niud-wasp (I'e<?ptus luna/u Fabr.) lias the legs
of the feniale but very si glitly armed with spinies.**

It will bc scen froîn the above. that Mr. Walsh lias brcdl four or five
species belonging to the genus that I)roduced nîy nest No. 2, and that the
nests wvere aIl of similar struictuirc.--butt these species, lie adds, differ fromi
the true 1Pwnijpilusý, bk' having ilie front le-s of the funiales dlevoid ýOf pe.
1 arn sorry that it is not in niv power at present to obtain additionail infor-
niatioin regrarding- the species occumring iii Canada ; hut it may bc safély.
inferred that thev dIo not belong to Pimipi/is proper. 'llie habits of thest
insects differ, as lie states, iii that the majority of the species build under
dry bark of trees, while one species construets celîs under logs, &c., iii
damip places. Lt miay be found that this difference is a selection to suit
the larva-food whici nîav be of another kind froni that found ini-the cells
nmade under bark. Many of the inud-building- wasps that construet dry
ceils provide their larv,%e with caterpillars and spiders, whichi the parent
insect stupefies witli a kind of aculeate poison that keeps themn freshi for
niany days. It is, therefbre. probable that the simiilarly-fornied celîs found
under logs ini damp, niuddy places, nîay be supplied with a ilarva,-food
requiring nîoisture to kecep it fresh while the larvae are feeding.11 It
%vould J)Cas- nme greatly, if sonie young Entoniological student of Ontario

* uiuig the 1 brogress of tiiese articles. it is îny intention t< 11mkci oeca4ioilal rocrnarks8
ou the simiarity (if nests formnd by Can4dimui Inseets, eînbracixxg distinct genera ini the


