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SIR1 WALTE'R SCOTT-IIIS SCIbOLaS AND> Rt1ADINtGS.

Titis alntiablo poct andt navelist, wlaose genius lins gladtiemîed
mny lands, ant« alrnost every counatry of I lie civilized wvorld, %vis

boni nt Edimtburgl, iii 1771, iii a lictso a lita liead afiltho Collcgm
Wynd. Blis father wvai a wliter ta IlIle Sigiet ; anud Isis muflier,
the eldost ulatighter of Dr. fulutîmord, was a weIl-educated gema.
lewoman, ini,\etl in Iiterary society, andî froin lier superintendemîce
of tlle enrly tuitian of lier soit Walter, thera is reasami ta infer tlint
such advamtages iîîlluemîced lsis habits and faste. Ili n autoîbîo-
grapli,al fragmrentî uiscavered it ai od cabinet nt Abbotsfordt, afier
Sir lValter's deatlî, lie %ays lie w'as ai tîucoîinmoîly hiea-llti cliild,
but hand nearly died iii coiseuîîmeîîce ofIslus filet nuise being Ili of a
consimnptiou. Tme Woinama w'as dismissed, antI lie was causigrned
to a healtlîy pensant, wlio used ta baast af lier !<zddie beiug- wlîat
she called a g?*aid genlemanî.

Whouî about oighteeu maudis oid, aftera lever, lio lasi time power
oi tus riglit leg, amîd %vns averalter fante. Yet, lie was IL renuarkably
active boy, dalintless, anîd Cill of funi amnd inisolmief, or, as lie calis
isiof iii Maraiion,

IlA self iIli'd iup ; a graudamae'.i elijld.'

[Io %vas thon seint ta the farin-mouseofa Sammdy)-Kiotc, flme resi*
douce ai Scott's patermial gramdfitilier. Omie ribbio Hiimtei-remeni-
beredi tha lainle cI ild comn'Çng ta Saaidy-Kmaowe-aad tliat lie %vas

"sct-tempol)redt baira, a darliîig %vitli ail about tlic liotuse."1
Tho youn e\ve-iiiiikeîS letlihted ta catry Ilim abtoadit on1 tuais
backs amng the crigs; amît lie %vas vcry gleg (quick>) at tlle

uIlae aiîd ented overy sbeop anti larnb by) headrnark as vetll
asamy ai tîm. lut lis nreat iavamrita wvas Auild Sandy Oraniistoiin,

lie o -aii ; if tlle chlt saw flint il] Ille iormiing, lie could alat
bc satisÇictl unloss tlle nId[ mnt wao lu set lim astride an lais
sholder, and taka0 lîim ta lceep lîjîn Company as hmo lay w'atcling
lus charge

" haro wnst poetic impulse given
Uy tlie green bill, and clear, blini lienvenar"

The cow-bailie blev a patticular unie an lIs tis lc whmchi
,,iifed ta the înaid-servailts iii tha flouse wlaom tlle lith0e boy

%vmslied ta be carried haone agaîn. Scott tld a fimend, wvheit spenîl-
ima ada y ii lais oid aaig aînaiig tliese wv-1elrmemberedl crags, thiat

lîJdelinl îted ta rall abolit an tlle graes ail day long in the midst. af
thîe flack, amîd that flie sort ai ftellanshipql lie tlaus formed waitla the
cheep anmd laibs liad inîpriesseui his mndî with a de' gree aiafiec-
hionnie feeling tîiwards thaîin wlaicli imd lasted througbh fle. Tiiere
as a slary ai hlis hiavang been forgalte amie day among tekal
Mileni a iciiulerslorm. camec oit; andi bis aunt, suddenly rccohlecting
bis situation, andu runiîng out ta brimg liim htome, is said ta have
iauid lhu l-, ing at Ilis b c,. b is hands at the lightnin-g
amuu cryiîa, ont, IlBaîiay! I3aumiy ." at ever), flash. C D

11 lit lîk Connu year, Scoti wvas taken by lus aunt ta Bath, in expee-
tatiail ilît Ille watlers ilaiglat provo ai saine advnage ta his lame-
iies.z, but ta little putrpose. At Bath, lae learned ta readant a (lame-

sgcîtool, anad hast ana occasional lesson fram, bis aunt. Aiterwards,
xviîemî grawma a big boy, lie had a iw lessons at Edinbargli, but
imaver acquired a just Praiumciaîian, nor could lie rend xvith machl
prapriety. At Bathll, Sctt a tîte vemierable John Homte, authlur
af Douglas ; aiid lais timide, Captain Robert Scott, intraduccd 1dmn

ta hIe uifle amilseiemuts whicli suitedl bis age, and ta Ille tiacatre.
One eveiig, wliaeî the play Nvas As You Like P, Scott was so
scamidalized ati flic quarrel betwuen Orlando and lais brother, iliat lie
screamed ont, "IA'n't tbey brai hers ýe

Scott now returned ta Edauiburgît.
"9lu 1-119 (lie sivs), I wns sent taoItie second clRss ai tbe Grnniar

Sool, or Iligbi Scîmool ai Edinburglu, Itet taiight by b!r. Ltukc Fraser,
a gaad Latin sciiolar, and a -rerywovrîiy nian. Oirclasscanlalncdsanie
very excelenat sclioltirs. The frst Dzii v<aîs James Dumchan, io reîaincd
lsis taonaured place atnaa'î wiiîout a dav's interv.il ail lise whlile we
were at tise fligla Scîoo.... Thle next LAet schloars (Scd I01,go iilrrallo)

,xere rny friend Divid D)otagl4s, lise imeir and élève ofiltse ccletirated
Adatn Smila, -.sd James Ilope, nw a N\riter t0 Ille Signe. As for yny.
self I glanced like it niecor front ane end oi te class ta the altier,' ind
cornionty disgîasted niy kind master ais naucla y îaîy negligence aind
frivolity, as I accasiaonaly ltensed bilm bv flashes ai intellect and talent.
Âmoog my complinions. mr good nature and a flowiofready imagination

reaaîerel ie very populfar.- Boys are lincoxnmonly just in tlueir feelinugs,

andi at lest equally genteroas. îry lantcness nnd lime efforts wmicl I
muade ta stuppîy lbaft dîsadirantRge, by anakig up in address tvhat 1
wanted lit actlvity, cuagageti Ille imtter prînciplo Ii my favatar; and ln
the winter p lmy-laoirs, wiici liard exorcise ivns impîtossible, my tales iaaed
ta assemtble an ndmaiiriagý iaudienice round Laikio Brrawîa's lîresido, and

hmappîy wîis ho thaI coumit sit noxt ta tIme lnexhaîîstibho îarrator. 1 ivas
nîso, îlîaîglî afîcil iegligamat nt îauy owma task, atways rcaady ta a9sst Iaay
frionds ; atîd lîeîico Iià la ithtla party ai s taumacli partisans and afle-
remîtlfs, srtt oau iîîd and Iint, tliouigl sonewliat, dli flied, lise very
lotis fo aisimig a liera tu cinimuemace. Sa ai tlie whle, 1 made a brigiter
figure in thte !;11.( t1itan itq cIatSS."

Mr. Lackmart hiesa tpou tiiesa rein imîiscemies, flint si schnaI-
iallatv, Mr. Caudî Rutssell 1, relltbers Scott te a tvo amaco uade i

tzratlea ii lisclass, tltugl the stupiuliîy oi saine laggrard ait
tlm li' fnls) boulal, whli beilug oitul a bo.vgliiig at cuit&,

"4 %vlat part ai speechi is s41 k ?" niiswercd, il a %iEstaitivo." Tl'le
rectar, af ra niomeîit's pause, tliought il wortli whîiho ta ask lus

dm '"Is icilth Oven a sub.tamtît'a 11 bîmt aIl wero ailont tilI tha
query reaclaod Scolt, tdieu umean (lie boltanti oflic class, viu limts-
tanîî y respommded by qîîiii-z a verqa faint tlle book of Judgas.
il Aiid Sanpsmm saisi tita Deliilai, if thiuy biîîî nie %%;it seven
greeni wUhs tat %veno titeur tirieti, iliami sîmali 1 bu wîtt, anîd ati
antmutler naii." Aniollion tipwantl ivenmi, accaînplislied lia a

lea-s laudîabla niamîmer, Scott ilîîms relatait ta Mr. Roagers, tlie lanet
"Tlier ne s a boy un lit% ctiîss at scliool, %%lio stand always alt Ithe top,

nar cotîlt I Nvith lm at a efiaorts supplamît haim. Day came sitar day, and
still lia kept lsis place, do n'lîat 1 would; tilt nt lcmagthi 1 obsenvtti that

-whoa a quiestiona was asked hlm, lie always fussilet witt lsis lingersl at
a particaîlar buallon an tlîo loiver paart ai Imis walstcoat. Ta remavo l,
Iliarefare, becuamo expedimat inii uy eyes; and lin nu vii mtoment it n'as
remiovat witli a kmaife. Great waîs is)y aiuxiety ta knon' lise succcss ofnay
measure, amîd itsucceedet oo weli. IVlicst tho boy ivias again ques.
t*lttltl, bsis fingens soliglit againi for Illte billion, but iaî 'ws floïtu1. be
faumuti. li tsis distress, lie looketi down for ili il nas lbe seen no mare
Ilian ta o feU. le staod confopunded, andi 1 tank possession ofis place;
îaor ilile ever recover it or, even, 1 believe, suspect wlio n'as the auttior
of lsis wromug. Orlon ut aiter-life lias lise sîglît af ihla smole e ne sI
passedl by Iini; sud aiman have 1 rcsolvcd ta make îiîat soa reparation
but il casded in gaad resatutions."

Tlîe aiatobiognaphy tells us Iliat Scott's translations in verso
fraona Hoarace a nd vingi ivero fien approved by Dr. Adami. One ai
iliese littIe pieces, %vrittea it a wveak, boyisla scrawi, %witlin pencit-
marks st ill visible, lîad becît careiully preserved by lus mothor;

.uatd wvas fanind fatded up in, a cov'et inscsahed by Ille aid Indy-
" My #lJalr'sfirsi lini s, 178-2."1

At Kelso, a.lthe ageof thirtemi, lie first rend Percey's Reliques,
im mia ieî gardoni, iuder the siîada ai a linmge plane-treu. Titis
warýk lida great aut effi*ct inii nakitag him a poet as Spemnser laad

ami Cowley, but wiil Scott thle scedâ wove long ia genminatitn',
1) eviolis ta ilmis lie haîl, imîdccd, tricd lais lîaîd ta verse. Tlie ioï_
lawimîg, aunong olher fimues, %%-era disc2ivcretî %rapped up It a, caver

înscrihed by Dr. Adam, af ile Iligli Scîtool,"' " Walter Scott,
July, 1783:e"

0.1 TiHE S.TTINXu 8us.

Those cviimg claiide, illaI setting ray,
AmuI besauttas tîs Eerve la display

Their grrat Creator's luraiso
iema let theo sliort-liveti iing enaled ansi,

%Wlmosc ifeils corapriseti withiin a sisals,
Ta iia lsis lanange raise.

WVc autn praso lise evenimug cloîads,
Anti liais su cïny amd bold,

lut soldonsu tlin -mpai Our G od?
Whio timîgedtholuse chauds %vyjil goid.

In 1 783, Scott ivas piaced antitie Umniversity ofiEdiiiburg-h, wviere
lais studies %voie ns mregtar as at thme Higla Scîmoal.

Mn. Locklînrt coiislîdens Scott ta [lave tunderrated lais ownm acade-
-unicai atiaiiimts. lie liad it mua etensianis to hIe clairi af un
exîcuative, far lcss o ait aiceurate, Latinm çchiolar; btut lie cauld rend
any Latimn atutîma, ai aiy -Ige, "o as lu catch wihiut difficîîlty lits
ineaumng amui atliail lIs' tavalurmte L.atinî paet, as Wveil as fisto-
rial) sus Inter da) s, nas Buhananu, lime liant proservcd, or subsequently,
acqumred, a -;Iroumg ieiisu lor t-aune otimur- ai more amîcient date-

pa" ncîlarY L usec -lma andmm C a dia u. 0 1 G reek lie hast org ateaa even
tlac alplabit; aumd, in 1830, fiavig ace.tsimu ta imiradutce irra sanie
autlorit'y att lais table two Gnutek oyrds ita lsis Indroductîon Io
Po,pularllocitry, lue senl kir Mr. Laekliani, -a'lao tvas i-a Ilie fliause,
ta insert tilec words lia Ille M1S. At aim early period, Scott enjayeti
lime renI Tassoanmd Ariasto; and reand Gil Pins iii the original : anti

tual ini:vlt Inter. lie acqîtireil ais iniucii Sîî:umisla ns served for the
Guiimaîs Civiles uit! Lrnumnui:a t./ni ic Tarunes, nd above ail,


