
Wh al Connexion, 4-c. 1~

thoo churches vh adrpt the principle as t part of their public profes.sion
of religion, are ut leat, to that oxtent consiitultionally arîtichristian.

The Church of Christ "-is the kingdon of God umong men," but it is
neot a kingdomn of this world ; end as no humuan heing iN permnitted by Christ
te exercise Lordship over lier, so neither bas the most pieus king that ever
reigned over any nation, any legisiative potver. or autliority vvithiri lier do-
minions. Those Churche.3, thiat admit the headship of the civil rnngistrute
over thern, cannot rensonabiy, reject his assumption of the poiver te logis-
late in -them und te make laws for themn; but the moment they sulimit te bu-
man legisiation within them,-ilhey cease te bc the Church of Christ %VhicI-*
is 11built upen thoe foundation cf the Aposties and Prophets, Jesus Christ
hirnself being the Chief corner stcue." The divine head of the Churc 1
deelores "ýmy kingdom is not of this ý-orid ;11 but the civil Magistrate la
oniy capable of legislating in zt kingdemn which is of this wverld. The kings
cf the earth inay assume and exorcise legi-iativcpower in their own churh.1
es, but the Church cf Christ cen only submnit te her divine law giver end
judgo..- And although the pieus king mnay, and sheuld endeavor te Malte
ail bis own laws, harmenize wvith the revealed will cf God. yet lie cannet
incorperate th6m with these cf the Chureli.

7Vaere is al'sctuteiy. ne affinity cf thre latas and institutior.s of the Clmurchr,
toi hose of any hingdom of titis worid. The sùpreme and exclusive pew-
er ef legisîstion in the Church, la vested by the eternal Father in lim ivhe
purcbased her with, his blood ; and as hi l the Father's equal in ail the
essential. properties, rights. and honours, cf supreme deity,-all the laws
.and institutions cf the Churcli arc the device of infinite wisdcrn ,nd bene-
volence ; and therefore, they cannot be otherwise, than vbsolutely perfect.
Every tbing nècessry for the regulation cf the affairs of the Churcli in al
places, ai ail tires, and in ail circumstahces, is amply provided fur; and
fer Ény mre to iXnsinuate that such is net the case, la te impeach th-) ewis-
dom»nnd geodnes of Deity. Tire divine legislator, commissioned Mooes,
and tho prophe~s Io make known bis laws and ordinances te theC hurch cf
lsracl, and thé very constitution of that Church excladed human Icgislatien.
Thut dispelisatibn las, indeed, passed away, but thse Chureli stillsemains.
The mode -of fier e-xternal administration is changed ; but she Étll on-
feses,"The"Lordi 'l ur'judgre, the Lord la our Law-giver, tiseLord la
.aur king. lie will save.15  Butring the persorial rninistry cf lier Divine
fflad on thse earth, he, anmlouriced thse change wvhich lie was about to maake
in the, mode of her;éxternal admninistration,.:-decIariing thse kingdomn of
henven te be rËr hand. * Wl.etie o ad aseended -te tise rlglit' hand cf thse
Father, lie authoritatively as tise king and law-giver of tise Church, by bis
Apostles perfected ber fermn and order, laws antd institutions, and the Apos-
tles. acting by lus autiserity, tauglit thse subjeots cf lis kingdomn te observe
ail thinga, wbatsoever he lad ccmmanded them.

On the deatis of thse last cf the Apostles, ail legisIatica ceased lu thse
~,Church. lier wvhole constitution was tisen perfected1. No room tras left
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