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the ancient pagaflisr in the North, both of lreland ai ScoUland, long before
.Augustifle arrived on the SOutliern coaIst 0fL England wvith the peculiar
dogmas of the Oiîurchi of Ronme. It w-as no blitid exîthulsiasîn, but transceîîd-
ent genius, that built in the far~ North the illstitutionsb of lona and Bangor,
the latter of wivh lihad at one tinie betveeti one and two, thjousand students,
attracted from every part of Europe, and w-hlo were sent back to be thp
planters of a new order of affairs in France, Germany and Sîvitzerland, The
England of to-day, independent in its faith, owes muchl more than or-dinary
historians admit te the sagacity of the early Britislî Christians, whose hlearts
feit the prophetie touch of that wisdoni whiclî lias made Protestant Christen-
domi the dominant typa- O! the world's civilizat ion.

A&ugustine'5 mission te Kent is credited WiLh being oîîe of the masterpieces
of statecraft in' its era. Gregory, w-hio iiatgurated it, liad, before lie was
made pope, attained such repute, for diplomatie ability that lie was chosen to
be the arbiter betwe.en Pi-mperors*in the strife of their subtie ambition.

The Englisiî Winfred, afterwvard Boniface, the Apostie of (ieriîly, a
worthy compeer of Charies Martel. The latter night liaminer the, North irn
nations to pDieces, but it needed the genius and enterprise of the foi-nier te
ireniold theni, to organize society after the newv iodel, and tlius conserve the
conquests of the sword. It required an azin- execuitive abiiity to orgaize
and give permanent operation te the monasteries which sprang up at every

adanacous point arnid the forcsts of Germany. Well does Maclea r sy

ttThe Sees of Salzbur, and Freisingen, of Rogenisbtirg anci Passau, testified
to his care of the Chiurch of Bavaria; the Sec of Erfurt told of labors ini
Thuringia, tliat of Buraburg in Hessa, that of \Vurzburg in Franconia; w-hile
his inetropoli tan Sc at Mentz, havin- jurisclietion over Woi-i-.: and Spires,
Tongres, ColoIgne and Utrecht, %wiî- , -tsigxi that, even before bis deathi, the
Gernian Church hiad already advanced beyond its first miissionary stage."1

0f ic abuses o! the monastic; systein Nvo are well aware. Many of the
ininates of mnonasteries wvould have developed a heai thier piety in prîvate
homes, and been mnore useful in the ordinary circles of social lire. Too ofteîî

* the exclusive duties and narrowv studies of the mentis generated fanaticisai;
* w-hile their herding together, and conseiousness of power througlî orgauiza-

tion, led theni to courses wvhich. were disgî'aceful to tlîensclves and hurtful
* te society. This is truc, howvever. clîiefly of iinomasteries %vhen not sanctified
* y ,u îîissionary spirit, but wvherc menx weîe led to selc seclusion for its

own sake, ini city cells or caves iii the desert. On thie other biaud, the inisti-
tution, wvhen used as an agency for tie disseniination of Christian trutlî
aînlong« pagans, w-as one of consuinimate wistdeîni. Instead of lcaving, solitary
heralds of tie Cross te niakce thîcir w-ay with o,.iy the proclamation of gospel
doctrines, Uic mionasteries broughit the practical exhibition of the superiority
of Christian civilization to those -ho had becil ignorant of it. In the id(st,
o! pagan hiordes, living ini semii-barbarisni, rose the w-ails of a connodious,
of ten stately, pile, planned hy the best architzctural sk1ll of the age. The
nmenibers o! thxe brothcrhood ,vere not, as a mile, the aged, thc we.eak, the
timiid, but the young and energetic. Uundreds of nxonlks-at Fuida, under
the great-lieartýed Sturni, ov-er four thiousandi(-w-vere g-athered into the new
conîmunity. Forests weve c leared, «%vaste lauds drainedl, useful arts practiced
and iuglit to thec pagan natives, the fine airLs cultivatedl, anti learning pur-
sued in' ail branches then open te inquiry; w-hile, xnost pronuinently, religion
ivas exaltedl as the pronioter of il 1 tis th ri ft and beneficen ce. Montalembert
docs net throw a false color into bis picture w-lien lie says o! these inonks,
that simplicity, benignity, aînd joy transfornied thieir exile freui the w-voîld
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