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singer David; the Grecian H-omier lins pourcd forth
bis Iliad to bce the admiration of ail scbolars tlin
and now; the Roman Virgil lias suing the story of
bis ancestors ini his muel loved Latin tongue; Raphaine
has painted and Shaktespeare lias thouglit, Beethoven
bas coniposed and Reynolds heâ di-awn ; and now a
plialanx of musicians, poets aud, artists are teiling to
please and bencfit the world. The resuits of the
labours of these liglits of the world may be aur
heritage. And wvly do we wishi it ? Ours is an age
of facts, an age of sorrow, an age of crime. Foi* aro
the honey-drops tastcd by our fellow mortals on the
rugyged rond of lifc. Is it nlot a betieficial education,
thnt ivili rise, their tliouglts aijove thc grovelling
things of eartli, and cause thcm te rcst on tic
beautiful in art anxd nature, and thus cause joy to
Illumine their licarts?

Then let beauty bdj seen and appmeeiatcd by ail.
Let the beautiful thouglits of poetry find tlieir way
into, etecry mind. Let the people bce instructed in
the art of music, and let tîxein hear more frequently
threle swcet strains that have a power next the voice
of the Aliglity. Let tiien beconie familiar witli al
these arts that tend te their linppiiîcss and the joy of
all arotind. TIns will Lùîcir thoughts be tliese of
truth and linppincss. and peace; and thus will the
souls of mcn lic purified, and brouglit into icoser
Èommunion with their pure and holy God.

Nînleteen Years Was the age os' 1,bc piesent century
Ivhcen, ia a quiet country parish of Warwickshirc,
Mariiii Eivans flirst kncw life. Sixteca years after-
wariis wc fiîid lier leaving scliool, wberc, under tIc
influence of lier tenchers, slie had become a rigild
P2uritàn. But tlîis borrowed Juritanical garli sens
to liavc fttcd bier but ill. For under this influence

thtsyle, which aftcrwards became the delight and
admiration of Englisli reade: 3, was too stiff te bie
pleasing, tee he-u*%,y te read ensily, and 1,oc pedantie
te be endured. lin lier anxiety to niortify the flesli
eue icuded r-ovei-rcadiîigc as a worldly plensure to
bc ienouîîccd by the truly faitliful. Hence lîad slhe
clung to lier old faitti, it ii dotubtful whetlier Englisli
literatuire, ever would have been enriclied by Lbe
priceless'voluimes of George Eliot.

The deatli of lier father beGler iii llmitcd cireuni-
stances, but the influence of lier friends secured lier
the position of' assistant editor of LIe lVesbininister
Bevictw. Here slic gaincd tlie reputation ns a writer
of' rare and mnrked abulity. It is interesting tof
notice that bier criticistas bave stood LIc test of ever-;
chngiîîg and uncer.ain tume, and are.indisputablé
evidenees of lier power to recognise and apprecinte
living genius, even. wlien the rest of C~ world wec in-
douU~ or ignuorance. lier appreciation »if tbe polislied
Tennyson was expressed in thle warmest ternis, wlîilst
of LIe original Browning lier praises stood out alone,
te be sustained by LIe unrolling cf years.

Now hnppened an cveîît wliieh cîanged thc current
of lier whle lfe. This was LIe meeting of' George
Henry Lewis, wbom, slic afterwards described te à
friend as a "«miniature Miribenu whblas quite won
îny iikingr in spite of myscîf." Bis was a brilliant
«.;niuis wlîicî liad placed bui iii an lionored position
in literature. But lus domestie afl'airs lad gained an
unpicasant notoriety, for twice lad bis wife descrted
lier homne and dbuldren for -the attractions dL' otber
society. For wbeni seemingly overeme by remorse
on account of a first act cf treasen to ber famlly
gods, sbe was restored ta fairour, immediateiy sIc
cxpressed lier great gratitude by a second desertion,
te follow the fortunes of some new cliarmhri. Thusi
because in a generous impulse Lewis lad receivcd
lier biec after lier first dlisgrâce, LIe iaw said thiat a-
divorce couid net bce granted witbout a special Act.,
eof Parliament. This te a poor man was impossible,-
lience there werc ne mens in lis power to fre 1dm-
self from tluis living prison.

Se tîese twe set aside tIc iai wbhicli is the very
foundatiou eof society and meeting the doid looks and
sucers eof tlie world îvitli calai indiffierence, justiflcd
thcir course as beiîîg for the liest. 'Twas even se,
for it matters net how mccli ive may regret tIc
means, eue Llîing must bce admitted, that most hiappy
were the resuits of this perfect union. Lewi,3 him-
self wlio wa., fast becomingy BoIrenâan in lis habits
became a ivorthier, truer mau.; wivhlst the gloomy un-
satisfled life of George Eliot cliangcd its course and
ever after flowed along the dc2p, cliannel cf perfect
content. Tih(,- cluildren cf Lewis found in her tIat ten-
der regard and affectionate love, wliich lîad becîx
denied tluem by their owii mother. And wlien tInt false
mother as a result of lier Min was drinking froin tig


