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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

Naught but her voice could be heard amid the breathing!Peansylvania, knowing that there the tempting potip
hunidreds who listened to her words: but the holy cause; would not be so continually before him; hut previeys y

for which she pleaded, sustained her in her new position. At
length it beeame necessary for her to tuin her atteation to
the Compuny whe were seated before her.
praise and welcome to them collestively, and then hereye

sought the one in wiom she was so deeply interested—and !

A few words of worthy to retain it,
{appearance on his retnrn indicated that fie had ~biven (o ¢,

leaving, he gave his certificate into his sister’s eare, wity
expressions of deep re zret that he had rendered bimselfuy.
= was absent some woeks, and 1

quer his powerful and pitiless foe. His fricnds hoped

to Biun words of warning, assurances of sympathy, and an the best, and for a few days ke avoided the coriety of fin
exhortation to faithfulness, were breathed from a heart fil- { rum-seller and rum-drinker, ami beein to think of veeldn.

led with the most intense desire to perfect his recovery’

from the snare of the destroyer.  But long before her lips

had given utterance fo the few sentences expressive of

those sentiments, was she compelled to turn her eyes from
the countenance of William B . The eager atten-
tion, the breathless, motionless devotion with which he hung
upon the words she uttered, the solemuity of the thought
that one mortal being listened to her, as we may suppose
the ancient Ath-nian listened to the response of the oracle
whom he had consulted on matters pertaining to life and
death, coupled with thought that many a beating heart in
that assembly secaonded the words of her lips, with the por-
est aspirations fowards Iim whose blessing can alone make
edicient the means put into operation to save an eriag man
averwheimed her, and to recover from the confusion these
thoughts produced in her mind, she, with a feeling of re-
lief, turned her eye upon other faces in that suent mass,
and concinded her address.

" The spring ripened into summer, and carly in June, the
same Engine Company were convened, umler the same
roof, to listen to a Temperance Address, delivered before
the Waltabout Washington T. A. Society, with which
Society they had identified themselves.  After the address,
an opportunity was given for those who wished, to come
forward and sign the Pledze. To the surprise of many, one
of the firemen rises, leaves his seat, advances into the aisle
and thas breaks silence :

<« T want to sign the Pledge again!  Will yon alowme ?
I have broken my former vow to you and to my Company,
but I heartly regretit. Wil you take me back 22

A thrill ran through the assembly, and evesy heart res-
pended.

¢ Yes and gladly.”

He walked forward 2t a signal from the President, again
aflixed his siznatuie, and rcturned to his seat.

A whispet is heard,—¢ Who is it 2—who is it 7?

It s Willlam B Rl

It appeared that his former companions had been but too
successful in turning his feet from the paths of Temperance.
Taking advantage of his warm predilection in favor of the
political party who had swept the Ward at the previous
election, they induced him, in token of joy at their success
to drink one glass.

Alas ! the one glass was to him what it had been to many
others—a pit-fail and a snare! For a time he had suc-
cambed to his former tysannical master, but once again the
spirit of the man rallied in his bosom, and that night witness-
ed the result. e stood once more on the ground of total
abstinence.

Great were the rejoicings over William B ’s retarn,
but alas! they were doomed lo be but short.  Circamstan-~
ces {nat cannot be here detailed, threw him again within
reach of those who gloried to betray & Washinglonian, and
again he fell. Bankrupt now inreality washe! No hope,
no succour, he gave himself up! From that time he never
rallied.  Shame, suffering, and remorse, were again his

ortion. The sight of his certificate seemed ke an accus-
in angel, and frequently did he beseech his mother to take
it from his sizht, {o remove it from his room ; but still hop-
inz against hope, it was suffered to remain, his friends
zhinking possibly he might yet make one more struggle to
¢ free.

At length be resolved to leave Wallabout, and visit a

brother who resided in a pleasant village in the State of

ing his certificate. But in an evit hour he fell in with ag
who baatered, disconvaced, and macked his sesalution, .
tit ke hnally led him to his own bar, and zave bin; the
drausht that sent him reeling home to his allicted mothe
and weeping sisters.

After @ weel’s fiolie he again started for Pennsvlvani
determined, as he said, to remain there, rather than esnee
himself to the mackinations of those who glotied in hisig.
becility. -

How he accomplished the journey is known only to Gaz,
but the result may be best told by a letter veceived flom b
brother the latter part of September. )

«C s Pa,

“Dearn Morner,~Painful as it is to my feelinas, i
becomes my duty to inform you that my brother William i
no more ! Doubtless vou have often feared, as well as me
self, that he micht die amonyg stranvers, without any of s
fiiends being permitted to know of his exit, far fesstehue
the privilege to inter the mortal rewmains. ” But this g,
my dear mother, has been spared you, and I tiust you wil
find it some alleviation.

« He arrived here five days since, emaciated almost toa
skeleton, and trembling with what he called the horors,
I frared he had not lonyg to live from the moment I saw hin,
He was quite dejected by the fear that his distress of wund
and body would lead him to comanit suicide. His sl
seemed {o revolt at the thenght. I knew that in presioss
attacks of this kiml, he had resarted to the free useof
liguor, and offered to obtain some for him immediately ; but
he sternly and steadily refused ity saying, ¢ No, brother!
I believe my time hos come to die ! and if T could not live
a sober life, I am determined to die a soher death, if my
reason is preserved through this awful conflict.  Watchme
closely, brother, when my paroxysms come on, lest I sush
into cternity by my own voluntary act.” [ promised lo do
this, and for two weary days and nizhts, I, with my family,
watched him narrowly, and did all in our power o restore
him to health. The third night, neaz midaight he asked de
to give him the Bible. 1 did so; he scemed guite rational
then, read awbile knelt and prayed, rose from his knecs,
read a longer portion of God’s word, then knelt again, and
prayed aut?ibly for the forgiveness of his sins, and tobe
Kept, if his lits returned, fiom the tenible crime of suicide.
Then rising, he called me to him, told me he felt willin
to die, hoped his friends would forgive him, and reiterated
the injunction to me to watch him, ¢for,? said he, ¢Ifed
certain, if those horrible ideas again rise in my ming, I shal
get crazy, and may be, destroy myself.

« He laid down after this conversation nearly an hou,
and I thought him sleeping, as he had ceused to repeac the
words he at first kept murmuring,—< 1 am happy ! allisio-
given me.” I sat opposite his%ed, suddenly with a terriit
scream he arose from his bed, and ere I could grasp him,
he fled with maniac speed to the bridge over the —
lifted up his bands as if in mortal terror, and plunged b
the stream. In less than five minutes we had drawi b
body from the water, and bore him back to the soom he bad
occupied. But it was too late to save him; life was ex
tinct! He was inteired the next day in our churchysd
near by, amid the regrets of many, who, on his previos
visit, had learned to love him.

<« Dear mother ! dear sisters 1 what can I say to comfol
you? Look to Him, of whom William asked forgivents
in that last night of his existence, and he will sustain you




