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THE STATE AGRICULTURAYL COLLEGE OF

MICHIGAN.

The state Agricultural College proposes—
1st. To impart a knowledge of science and its
applications to agriculture; 2d. To impart a
knowledge of agriculture e3 sn ar{; 3d. To
prosecute experiments in order to promote the
science of agriculture, and improve upon the
methods employed ; 4th. To afford the means
of general education to the farming class.
The sciences which relate to agriculture and
the kindred arts, egpecially Chemistry, Botany,
Zoology, aud Animal Physiology, receive a
greater share of attention here than is given
them in other institutions where the study of
their practical applications is not pursued.

In order to secure the greatest benefit from
the course of study, theoretical and practical
instruction are combined, so that the student
may apply the test of experience to elucidate
and fix in his mind the principles taught in the
lecture room. Farmers thus having gained
both science and practice will avail themselves
more successfully of those operations of nature
which conduce to their edvantage, and avoid
‘or jcontrol these which tend to make labor
unprofitable.  Through their ecxample the
empirical routine too often pursued must give
DPlace to o more intelligent and rational prac-
tice, founded on the true principles of science.

. péformed to afford

arisipg
from the increase and dif-
fusion of scientific know-
ledgoe, and its application
to the industrial pursuits,
can hardly be estimated ;
=% and itis only by the sys-

¢ tematic combination of
principles with the details
of practice and experiment
that the greatest profici-
ency in the arts can be ob-
tained.  Agriculture is
i especially the creature of
experiments. Bat itis well
known that experiments
general 1y are too loosely

very satisfactory results,

and that farmers do not usually possess fa-
cilities for deciding many questions that arise.
It has therefore been determined, by the aid
of an extensive lahoratory in making avalyses
end progecuting investigations, and with the
other facilities for scientific researches accumu-
lated at such an institution, to enter upon a
systematic series of experiments for meeting
the wants of the agricultural class,

Moreover, to accomplish the objects of the
Institution, it is evident that those who raceive
in it the necessary scientific edncation, must
not lose in acquiring it either the ability
or the disposition to labor on the farm, It is
well known that students who pursue a college
course very seldom thereafter engage in any
industrial pursuit. Four or six years of study
without Iabor, and wholly removed from sym-
pathy with the laboring world, at that period
of life when habits and tastes are rapidly
formed, will almost inevitably produce a disin~
clination to perform the work and duties of the
farm. If the farmer then is to be educated,
he must be educated on the farm itself; ana@
it i3 due to this large class of our population
that facilities for improvement, secord to none
other in the State, be afforded them.

It is believed that the three hours work
which every student is required to perform on



