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The Froiglit Ilar ShortaOg.
Wn'hile tho past fortnighit lias witnessced souTe

amelloratian !i the blockadeoaf grain freiglit
upon bath tha western and thr tianohlinc rail.
rOa(I5, it wvould soenm Vint tîte congestion of
traffic ls b>' no nicans onded. and that consider.
able timo may clttpse bofore tho rends will agaisi
bc in condition to hauffle the buisiness offered
tbemn with their ettstomary ceierity. At th,
etoie of tant wcek it was indeed auuvunccd that
cuverai of the trunk lunes bad r.sdtIse em.
bargo which had e.sioted ta Chicago, and weroe
agaiti recciving grain froîglîts for shipment ta
thoe astern8csaboard. At tie saine tinie it was
ntated that same af tho leading wvesterni oada
had cansented te alaow theit cars ta be tal:en
etist of Chilcago loadcd with grain under pledges
fram tlîeir trunk lino connections to rcturn the
cars in not less than tee days. These cones.
sions, togother with tho tact that tIse trunk
lles wvero clearintg away witit the accumiulations

of grain which had existedl at Busffalo, seemcd
iikely tu resuit in a sensible amneliotatian af tise
situation. Tho lati :-les'clopmnents, Ilîwever,
indicato that sucb expeotations wero,to say tho
Ieast,' prematuro. Thé~ western lices are for tIse
sno't part stili unwiliiig ta allow tîssîr cars tu
go çant of Chicago, anti the truak: lices, in spite
of ail efforts to dispose af the beavy volume of
business, are stili unablo ta adequat-dy (lit the
demande of castern constimers and shippers for
cars. Although grain shipinents tramt New
Yorkt and Cther Atlantic portR have attaieed
tise largeat weekiy figures on record, and the
oast-bousid shipments af frtiglit b)y rail fromn
Chicago during the week onding December 19
reached the enormauis proportion of 120,000
tans, almost the maximum capaoity oi the
truck lice railroads, it would seem that the
pressure of traffic in as yet unrelievcd, and that
the abiiity af the railraad ta ftirnisi equipment
may be justly claiînd ta bc beiow the require-
mne of busine2s.

Oneo f the natural n suits of tits state of af-
faire is titat tio little airotaut of compiaint is
hearà an the part of exportiug ani distributing
intertats in the grain trade. Tho bîîrden af
this .ituation fallu witls particular force upon
Boston, Baltimore and Phila<ielpbia, although
in New York shippers apparcntly find equai
ground for comnplaint. Records ara numeraus
svhere shippera havo been unablo ta suppiy car.
go te ves'sela undler charter, aithauigh, grain ta
iad lias been contraeted for and .vas Iying In
tihicago or Buffalo. A fcature o! the situation
ià the fact tht consigacs have heen unable
under the circumstances ta inaintain the indivi.
auality o! graini shipments in transit, and it irý
utewotlsy that althougb instances înight bc
mvltiplied ~~eeefforts have beu made ta ob.
tain cars by paying extra therefor or by ship.
ping in refrigcrator lices, sucb ae<leavors bave
been for the most part futile.

Usuler theso czircumstances it is natural tisai
attention -houla bo called ta thse inadenuacy of
equiPmOnts and motive powers for the extra.
ordinary demanda whicli tha prescrit season
have made apon the railroaeq. At the samec
time jr would seern that soine af the figureE
which ]lavo heen brauglht forward as illustrativc
of tise miatter dceand at bast scrutiny, if ni
qualification. It is, for instance, stated thalý
wvhite between t887 and the close of 1800 tbu
railroad mileage ai tho United States haëd in
crcased from 137,000 miles to 158,000 miles, r
gain af alout 15 per cent., and the tonse ai

freight maved anc mile hsd in the saine period
advanced tram 61,500,000,000 ta 79,000,30Q,000
uer anuum, the total number af froight cars ie
the country has iaecased only Irans 950.00D ta
a little over 1,0430,000 in iiumber, a gain of
about Il per cent., againet a gain in the ton- t

mile frib movement a! 29 per cent. It is
truc titat tiiese figureq, which it must ho oh.t
servSd lire itot distiîsetly accurata one, ara tho
hest tisat could bc attained, and tit they in-.
dieato witb a cesnhe nrtainty an cxistiug
deticiency in the general magnitude ot railroad
cquipment. Still il muet bu remeinboed titat
the preseait traii, anti especialiy the grain ton.
nage. is phienomenal and exceptional, and that
te have propared for it it would bave licou lie-
essary for tise railros.ds ta ha-ive cammenced ta
augment their rollii.g stock and motive power
at toast a yeac ago. In the face of the light
traffic, tha deulining rates and the unfavorable
financial situation af the preceding two years
or more, sucb expeeulitures an the part of the
railiroats would have been almost impassible,
even if a foresigbt ai what was coming in tIse
way of traffic lied existed. On tho contrary, it
ie distinctly truc,as ivas statcd iii these coliîmns
somo time aige, that the railraads anul particu-
larly the western Uines %vhieis haul heen experi-
encing tho effects. of competitian, destructive
regulation a-ad deceasing. traffics, had iii many
cases adopted a contrary polie>', involving as a
rule economies in regard ta replacing and ire-
pairing their existing ralling stock equipinent,
the effécit af which, in plainly visible now. At
tho samne time it muat be noticed that increased
pawer af locomotive and increased capacity ai
cars have beon tise raie with rcgird ta ail ad.
ditions ta or replacements of raliing stock dur-
ing the past; few years. For titis reasan the
actuel saumberà of the cars in service at this
moment do not in aIl ptobahility hear tihe saine
relation ta tbeir capacity which the mera num-
ber af cars given abova or the proportion af the
ilîcrease itself would indicato.

One of the most immediate rosaire af the ex-
istiog situation lias, howcvcr, heen the placing
of enormoos orders for both cars and loeomtives.
Nearly ail of the great western andl trank lino
railroad systema have aiready giveu orders for
carz by the thousande, the aggregate arders
svhich are nawi being executed at tihe various
car manufactories aggregating an cuarmous
figure. Ieîusiry shows that ail tise car shopa
-ed engine %çarks cf thse country are worlring
tw their fnllest capacity, and that lai-go unfilled
ardéra are in the mnarket seeking tisa attention
of biiders. lit is, af course, possible ta tare
cuit cars with sufficient ceicrit>' ta bu availablo
before the preseet seasoe's freight mavement
bogies ta slacken,althmighiines are af slower
construction, anti jr would irsdeed. seem that
there is les& pressure for motive powver than for
cars. The effeet cf titis mo"ement upon general
business and upon iran andl lainher iutereats is
already of a msrked character, andl it is evident
that the consumptian ai iran andi eteel for car-
building purposes is sttaining proportions wvhieh

*muet exorcise a stimulating influence upion the
etiro iran industry.-Bradtreet8.

* Canacia'e trade returun for November are
*ment satisfutary. Exporta toalled up are

$10,203,075 against $9,8839,844 tast year. lin-
*ports -were $3,419,716 as compared with $8,00 1,

l07, aud dauty colcteti 81,378,718 and~)03,

E .007 respectiveiy.

Nortlaiwest Commiercial Travellers'
Association.

The anitai meeting e! the a-suci,îtian was%
teld ait tho board of trado iooîns, Sstt4iay even.
Ill Dec. 20th. Titero wcro îipwardis of sixty
neinhors present, heing tîso Iargest tarit ouît of
hbo active aiscnhbers at an aimal nseeting sinco
Ihe association wae foirmeil.

Aiter tise mnuates of tant meetintg liad lîceri
rend ssnd confirnecd, tito aiaual rùpo.ýts ai thc
presitlent andl tue treasuirer wcre resug and adopi.
cd, batht ai whuicls were s-ery gratifyiiig ta the
nembers, the finaccial report slsowving a net in-
crease for tue year of 81,476, atic tise membar.
ehsip lias increascd ironsl 1043 ta 228.

Wlhite tiso scrutire, Burns, Cuoûiisha aud
Evans, adjourneul ta aiother raomi ta count tha
ballets ta asuertain who haul been clected as ai.
ficers aud directars for tIse ensstiîg year, tue
chairînan arase anti iii a !ew apprapriale words
said the meeting vras ready ta Itear any reptes.
etatives af tiso Canada Tr-avellers' asiociation
re amalgamatina. Am Murrasy 'Miller, local
secrettry ot the C T. A., iiad not arrived, Mr.
'Ronald, wlso is a isember ai both assîsciations,
said ho thoîîgist it ivauhi hu better ta asssalgamt-
ste, as ho tîsouguît iii the mssttcr o! dollars anti
cents the aller oi tite C. T. A. %vaas a Cocci o>e
but. au P..J. Witilaw remarked later on, it aip.
peareLd that Mr. Ronalti, white really speakiiîg
ai amalgamnation, beieg situated as ho waq, hîad
at ' he saine timo apoligizeti te tise inemnhers
for speaking iu its favor.

Murray Miller having arrived hoe sas aaked
teaspeak Ile mentioned the progress u! the C.
T.A £rom its in!attcy until now. It had a sur-
plus ai nearly $200,000 andi a nsentberiship ulii
the thousands. lie gave gave faute andi figures
ta assure the niembers ai tise N. W. c Tr. A.
that they wauld bc benefitted by amalgamet.
ing.

M &. O'Loitghlin replied and went ino the
mnatter tisoroughly assu showed by fcucts the of-
fer of the C. T. A. wvas net slucs a gondi alter as
it wotsld appear ta e bait flrst glance. M, hien
hoe resumed bis sent thbte was a feeling tiat an-
algamation woulil neyer carry.

R.J. Whitia, J.R. Brock and T1. Ryan spoke
ai the remarbable pragress of tite N. W. T. as-
sociation Bince its i'scoptiae .and the future be-
fore it, and they ail aRreoul tîsat it svoîsld be a
great tnistate the menihers wauld ever regret
if the>' took the stei,.

As tisere were no ocher speakers the iollow-
iLig resolustion wvas put ta tIse meeting: Mloveti
hy L. C. Metletyre, secooded by R. J. Whîitia,
that tisis meeting hias hecard the speakers for
andl against amalgamnatîon and tinat whte we
entertain the mont f riendly feeling toîvard the
G. T. A., andi wiIi bu always ready ta work tu
the interest ai tise commsercial travtlers ofiCan-
ada. Be lit resolveci that titis association do
do not amalgamate with the C. T. A., and tis
tasing ita. identity, but reomain intact as a' p lres-
ent. On tho resolution heing put it was car-
ried uuanimoas>', ansidilouti applause.

The work a! tito scruticers beitag finisheti,
the secretary reati the resuit o! tIse ballets, and
the fallaiting are the cificers andi board eloot
the esuing year : Pretident, L.C. Macintyre,
(c.); vice.president, A. Strang; treasurer, M.
%W. Rublc, (accl; secretary, J.M. O'Loughlin,
(ac.) ; directars-M. B. O'Loughlie, H. Bruace

iGardon, A. L. Johnson, .7. 'N. La.mb, D. W.
Bale, J. C. Gillespie, A. S. Bineis.


