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FRUIT,

Trade hos been fmproving rapidly in this line
during the past week, and tho different dealers
are feoling more hopeful. There has been few
changes in prices, aui the most noticeable has
been in oranges, which are quoted at from $13
to 814. Apples havo sold from 6 to §7, and
lemons at $3.50. Cranberries are now: vory
scarco, and held from $18 to 810 a barrel.
Girapes, fige, raisine and other fruits are un.
changed from the provious wrsk.

YUEL,

Tho supply of fuel during the week was
abundant, aud the business transacted wasnpon
tho same basis ns last weok, For coal the cur-
tent prices were : Anthracite $13.75 on track,
and $105 delivered ; bituminous $13.60 for grate
and 812.50 for steam. The supply of wood dur-
ing the week was abundant, tho open markel
being large, and prices varied according to the
quality. Good sound poplar found ready sale
in car loads at five dollars a cord, and tamarac
was bought at six dvllars. A noticeable feature
on the open market is the hauling in of fence
rails by farmers, who avc substituting wire
fences. There is no prospect of a higher market
for wood, and if a changs take place it will be
in the other direction.

FURS AXD SKINS,

There is a good enquiry for furs, but deliver-
ics arc very light. In hides during the past
week there have been few purchases made, but
five cars were shipped south ex-warchouse.
Prices have suffered o decline, the quotations
vow being : Raw 5¢; salted 53c to 6c; Novem-
bor pelts up to 60c still offered.

GROCERIES,

In the grocery trade, tho volume of business
transacted during tho week showed a decided
improvement over the preceding week, the re-
cord, since the holidays having been one of a
steady recovery. Though there hasbeen noad-
vanco in prices, the advance reported last week
Iias been maintained and the tendency is still
that way. In canned meats there has been no
advance, simply because in this line there has
been no demand for the goods. The wholesale
houses are asking firmer prices all round, and
the market has a far better tone than has been
reported this ycar. Collections, which have
been faiz, are, if anything, a little better,

HARDWARE AND METALS

In the hardwave business during the week a
great improvement was manifest over any week
this year. Quite a number of new accounts
were opened, and more busine: . of this class
could have been done had the wholesale houses
been inclined to incur risks. Business is now
opening up satisfactorily and the prospects for
the spring trade are good. Collections are re-
parted satisfactory.

LUMBER.

In lumber a quiot demnand was experienced
during the week at the prices before reported,
which scem to bé fixed nutil building isactively
resumed :  sheeting $28 3. common dimensious
£30 to $32; fencing $28 to $34; stock §33 to
$40; flooring §35-40.845; graded clear §50 to
§70; shingles 4.50 to 86 ; laths &5, T

L

STATIONERY AN 7APKR.

The stationery and paper tiade during the
past week was neither active nor inactive, a fair
demand being roported from the conntry and
city. Some orders have been received from the
far west for shipment at the carlicst moment
that traftic is possible. Collections wero re-
ported up to the average.

WINES AND SPIRITS.
. In wines and spirits a fairly good week’s bus-
Iness was done, the improvement upon any week
since the holidays being marked. Satisfaction
is folt with tho weeding out going on in tho
hotel business. Collections during the wecek
wete good, and tho wholesale houses were well
satisfied with the 1. .ock’s business,

WINNIPEG MONEY MARKET.

The past week hasbeen ono of great activity in
the demand for money. A great many pay-
ments on real estato have been falling due, and
there has been considerable close scraping to
meet these especially as the banks have been
refusing to advance for real estate business
even at short rates, except in cases of last pay-
ment on saleable property. There has conse-
quently been quite a tight feeling, which is
strengthened by the fact, although money mat-
ters in the casé are easicr, no addition to the
resources of local banks has as yet reached
here. In commercial circles thero has been
rathermore renewals than were expected which
is attributed to the fact that so little produce
has been marketed during the past month ow-
ing to the extreme cold, and country retailers
have been compelled to fall back upon whole-
salers. Thero isno want of confidence;, how.
over, and a weck or two of mild weather will
bring some relief in this respect.  Rates
have not changed and held at 10 per cent. for
mortgage loans or improved lands, and fer com-
mercial paper 8 to 10 for gilt edge, and 10 to
12 for ordinary.

THE MARKETS.
WINNIPEG
GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

The past weok has been one of the dullest in
the grain trade in the city since the marketing
of the crops of 1852 commenced, and receipts
of grain bave been so limited as to pruvent mills
from running full. The long spell of cold
weather has made street receipts grow every
day lcss, while by rail they have been decreas-
ing also. Reports from poiuts in the country
show considcrable grain stored and waiting
transit to the city, but the scarcity of rolling
stock on the C.P.R. hinders greatly, and keeps
the receipts light.

WHEAT,.

has held at the prices of the previous week
with a firmer tendency. The range was from
70¢ to 78¢, but as one miller remarked, o few
days more of this extreme cold weather, and
80c or perhaps more must be paid. Shipping
to the cast has completly stepped, and a suflici-
ency for the mills cannot he had. It iy very
likely that the current weeh will develop an ad-
vatice in prices.
oa1s

‘The receipts of this grain have alss heen

light, but the demand hes been correspondingly

so. Itis woll known that a good supply of
these are stored at points within casy reach of

the city, and this knowledge has prevented
any advance in prices, and indeed there hans
been an easior feeling than during the previous
week. The rango has been fiom 40c to 45,
hut very few lots brought the latter figures.
Tho advent of a mild spell of weather would
in all probublity bring akout a declino,

BARLRY,

Tho recoipts of this grain during the weck
have been limited to a few loads on the street.
No car lots arrived during the week, and none
80 far as could be learned were in courso of tran-
sit. What fow loads camo to town sold from
45¢ to 47¢, but the range offered is from 40¢ to
60c. No other classes of grain wero on tho
market.

FLOUR.

The mills have not been pushed during the
week owing to the scarcity of wheat recaipts,
and the stock on hand has not increased.  Tho
home demand has fallen off somewhat, but near
the close showed n livelier feeling,  Shipping to
eastern markets has fallen off very much, and
during the entiro week amounted to only a fow
cars, Prices remain the same as the week pre-
vious : Patents, 83.10 te 83.20; 4x or Strong
Baker's, $2.50 to 82.55; Baker’s $2 to 82.10;
Traders, $1.50.

BRAN,

The demand for this product has fa'len off
considerably during the week, and stocks have
increased. There has bLeen nsli%ht tumblo in
prices, quotations being $1 less than tho weok
pxievious, or $11 a ton on track and §12 doljver.
ed,

YHORTS

havejalso cased off and dropped 81 a ton, quot.
ations during the week heing 313 on track and
814 delivered. The demand has been very
light.

CHOFPED ¥EED.

No change in price has taken place during the
week, and the few sales made have been at 830
a ton.

POTATOES,

The steck in sight in this city is gradually
growing less, and should the extreme cold wea.
ther continue for any length of time, more or
less of a scarcity would be unavoidable. Prices
have been firm during the entire week, 81 a
bushel being the unvarying quotation during the
carly days, while near the close $1.10 wasasked.
There are plenty of potatoes ready to come to
town, but milder weather is necessary beforo
hauling can be carricd on with safety.

BUTTER.

There have becn almost no changes it the
prices of different grades of butter during the
week, although a stiffer feeling has been grad-
ually gaining ground. The receipts from the
east and south have heen very light, owing to
the interruptions in railroad travel south
of here. Choice dairy is still searce, and there
has been little more demand during the past
few days for lower grades. wery has
sold from 30c to 34c, Choice Dairy 25¢ to
28e, and lower grades from 19c to 23c. The
stock in the city has diminished considerably
during the week, but o turn of mild weather
and open rajlway transit would soon replenish
it.

EGGS.

The veceipts during the weck have been nil,
and only the fact that the demanad has heen very
light has prevented an advance of prices. There
is 110 trade with the country, and the unsafety
of ship‘ping west, confines the supply to the
city, DPrices have not changed, and quotations
still vemain 33z to 3Sc.

JTAMS,

The demand during the week for hiams was
good and though stocks were still ample, higher



