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THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

Lw ry consideration loads to tho conclu
sion that the Lineis in roddity the proper dis-
position for attack or dofence,notwithstand-
ing tho rovolution in the art of war whioh
modern improvements iu avms and projece
tiles have effected, Colonel Tuksiger shows
that as fur ns artillery fivo is concorned it
may bo safoly disregarded at §00 yards, and
that fwo deep Yormntion is that which suffers
loaxt trcm its cllocts; for infantry fire he
does not seem lo think it effective beyond
the distanco named, and in dealing with its
action on nn advancing line ho quotes from
Msjor ‘TeLteNsAcH's work on ** Tho Art of
operating under the enemy's fire with as
littlo loss us possible,’! as follows : —

* In tho ficld one has to deal with fire
moroor loss, woll aimed and moro or less
blindly delivered. {t is customary fa
consider the first description of fie
only as effective and to look upon the last
as thvowr away. Both doscriplions,lioxever,
fill up a certain space of ground with projec-
tiles.

sIn peace wo very properfy set vatuo only
uponaimed fire,ind in war we very properly
desire our soldiers to aim; but a leader
should be aware notwithstanding 1hat the
enemy's unaimed or badly aimed fire has a
great importance, tho shot winch misses ils
mark can produce effect near it. If it passes
over the mark it mnkes the ground beyond
unsafo. Shot do not only produce effect on
the mark aimed at, but creates an unsafe
region along the wholo line of their course,

.and unaimed shot kill and wound as well as
aimed.

“Inany cisa this fact deserves the greatest
consideration, viz., that under small-arm
lire wo have uever anything to deal with
wore than 23 per cent of shot which are
aimed.”

The same authority lays down that firing
is as arule too high, it therefore follows that
nearly 15 per cenl go over the mark,and depth
of formation must entail a loss which will
go far to neutralize the advantagoe which an
extended order must of course, give to the
mtacks when under fire of breech-loading
rifles. )

It is evident then that the line in raality
presents in action a far less tangible mark
for infantry fire than the co'umn or any
other mode of formation, and if continually
advancing will reduce the effectivo fire of
tho defenders to less than tho ratio
allowed ns quoted, as experience has proved
that not more than 16 per cent or onc shot
in stz will kill or wound, the aim of the best
trained marksman being confused by the
change of distance aud tho excitement, so
that except in rangealone the rifle in action
is no more effective as a weapon than the
old smooth-bore.

1t cannot of course be denied that the
twwo deep line when it approaches within
casy rifle range of tho cneray’s position
presents o target which it ought to bo easy
1o hit,

“A direct attack, however, upon a detor-
mined enemy oan nover bo wmado without
heavy loss, whatever thio formation in which
it is made may be, and until it can bo shewn
that in making such an attack the loss iy
increased by troops in the skirmisher swarm
formation is 80 much less than troops in two
decep lino formation, as to entirely compen:
sato for tho mixing up, confusion, and want
of control, which the former formation en~
{ails, I consider any such radical chango in
our factical formation is cloarly to be depre.
cated, )

*¢ It is, of course, impossible to lay down
arbitrarily any systom of attack or dofence
which will bo applicablo toall circumslance®
and to all kinds of grounds.

[ submit, however,for consideration the
following form of attack for a singlo battal-
ion, in order to show, if possible, that not
only as a targot but also ns a tactical forma-
tion, tho line is superior to the skirmisher-
swarm. .

¢ In advancing under artillery firo tho
line having necessarily te adapt itself to the
formation of tho ground must try as far as
as possiblo when it hass to break up its
component parts to do so In such & manuor
as will only present atwo deep liae as a tar-
got.
¢ Thus if the lire upon the line be direct
anadvance in short echielon will give tho ro
quisite flexibility, and at the same time of-
fer in no way a moro fuvourable targot.
Should the fire como diagonally from one
flank of the position an advanco in cchelon
from tho opposite flink, will meet the re-
quirements of the case.

# It must entirely depend upon the se.
verity of the firo and tho formations of the
ground whether the advancoe under artillery
firo shall be genmoral and continuous, or
whether :t shall be made by & succession
of rushes. In the latter case, cach com-
pany in succession would run forward at
speed to a certsin distinco and lie down
each forming up in linc on the ono that
precedes it.

¢ By tlns means, the fiest 1,200 yards
ought to be got over without much foss of
life.

“ During the 1ast 800 yards however, the
advance becomes really difficult, and every
possible means must now be taken to dim-
inish the effect of the enemy’s inlantry fire,
which sooner or later must now comse into
play.

+ Rapidity of movement and a formation
offering the most unfavourable target pos
sible are excellent precautions against in-
fantry fire, but would not be sufficient toin
sure a successful advance. Now,as formerly,
skirmishers must cover the front and .upon
them mustdevolve the arduous duty of p.o
tecting and aiding the advance up to the
moment when the final rush has to be
made,

# A position defended by breech loaders
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is now 80 slrong a3 to necesgitnto its bonm,
approached in a manner somowhat like that
which is Inid down for the escalndo of n fort
or for thestorm of a breach. ‘The fire of
the defenders must be kept down by Lronps
specially told oft for the duty, and this tluty
must devolve upon tho skirmishers.

“ Skirmishers should thoroughly tude:.
stand that wild unnccessary firing is worss
than uscless, as it does tho enemy, little
harm and tends to give him more conli-
dence.

¢ A steady well directed firs on the other
haml keptup on ¢very man thiat show s
head aliove the cover of tho position will
nearly invariably produco its effect and will
certainly tend to lessen tho value the cne-
my's five, and thus facilitate the advanece of
tho attacking lorce.”’

‘The dispositions point at ouce to the ne-
cessily of collecting tha utarksmen~ the crack
shots of a battalion—1to the flink companies
thercof; a course ndvocitediby the Vorux.
TeEr Review mors than two years ngo, arnd
wo advised that tho action of our rifle as-o-
ciations should, bo steadily directed to the
training of soldiera with a soldiers’woapon for
this purpose. A very great mistake has
been mado m allowing tha annunl targot
practice to take placoover raeasured ground,
‘I'roope should be trained in judging distan-
ces as well as in accurato shooting or &iwing,
and they nover will be taught this by beinyg
allowed to firo off banquettes whence the
distanco from tho {arget has been carcfu'ly
measured and Knowa.

Each company shoull he tramel on
ground where no distances have been mear
sured, nnd tho best shots sclected for <he
flank companies.

Colonel Inssicen advises that in order to
cover tho front of the line and to give u
greater freedom **that the requisite num
ber of skirmishers should be sent out fivmn
each company, so mauy from .oach sec-
tion.”’ :

We thnk this the only weak point in the
case. Skirmishers should bo as a class, men
of judgment and coolness taking them -
discriminately from the rank and file will
not supply that class.. But taking as the
proper tactical unit a baltalion cf ten com:
‘panies, and having.in such.an organizatin
two of 55 men oach as sharpshooters,or flank
companics, one fifth of the whole can be
thrown forward to cover the advanco of the
remaining four-fifths and those compa-ies
can resume their places in line without
confusion, when that point in the advance,
beyond which skirmishers cannot go is
reached.

The disposition sketched out sup-
poses tho battalion to be in fw> dep
line with a front ot five companies, two
of which is thus thrown f{orward to
cover tho advance of threo-which will give
the necessary extended order for skirmish
o= The companies soformed csn rush for-

ward alternate}y, as Colonel Tussiees (6



