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notwithstanding, hoe is te roemain in the re-
gimant, sbould hoe se elect. Now, I have
ne wisb or intention to question the decision
of author-ty in this case. Authority ne
doubt had reasen for iLs decision, of whieh
outsiders have ne. knowledge. I ouiy wish
te, point that, while te aIl appearanco the
grounds upon which the commanding offi
cor based bis course of action romain un-
challonged, nnd arc even admitted sound,
the opinion of the commauding officer, as te
wbat is necessary for the fitness of an officer
and the honour et bis regimont, has beenb
overriddon ; aud on the factso! theso pro.
ceedingase far as known, the precedeut is
eatabhshoid that ridng--I de net speak cf
lorsemansip- is net a uecessary qualifi -
cation for a cavalry officer ; whiie au unre-
futed, undisposed charge of falsehood is
ne longer a bar te the holding cf Uer Ma-
jestyls commission. Sir, it bas beon said by
tho Daîly Telcgragh. that Mr. Tribe is one et
what are caiied Cardivell's men-that ho is
the first officer appointed undler the new
system. I have, I tink, disposed cf this
part cf the case, and shewn that thero is ne
foundation for such stateinents. Sub-L-eu-
tènant Tribe hoving been, in ail essoutial re-
spects in the saine position as a purchase
efficer ; but assumiug for the sake of argu-
ment, these statomeuts te b. true-assuns-
ing him te bo a 1"Cardwell man"' and the
first appointmeut under the new sys.
tom, wbat a prospect dees this hold eut
to us, if, witli the ncw system, wc are
te have a *now standard-if the old
association cf '-an officer and a gentleman"-
I de not mean a gentleman by birtb, but by
character aud couduct-is te be dissolved,
aud mon are te be allowed te romain in the
Army, Ilalthough their conduct is not, in
some respects, such as has bitherto boon
chaacteristic of the British- offioer 1" 1 tbink
the Secetary cf State bas good grounds te
pray te be saved from bis friends, if Mr.
Tribe is te hoe donsidered sud kept in the
Army as the frst fruit ofArmv regeneratien.
2ndly, 1 come te consider what is the posi-
tion and duty of the officers cf a egimeut in
their secial relationg witb each other. In
the endless discussions which we had last
year upon Amy matters, eue thing at lasat
was net denied-viz., the excellence cf what
was and is calied our regimeutal systom. In
any failuros or shortcomings, it was
net our regimental é'rganizatien that ever
faled us. This, at least, we couid safely
rely, upon when &Il e. h ad collapsed or
broken down. The regmmnettal sys-
tomn thon it 'was by universai cou-
sent dotermined teo uphold as far as
possible inithe ècming changes in the Army.
Now it wvas perbaps diffic','lt te define pro.
cisely wbîlt was sud is meant by "lthe regi-
mental systeini;" but 1 think I shall not ho
Par wrong if I. say that a part; a vital part-
riay,tbe seul and vemy essence cf it-consiats
,i the free,frie.ndly,social in tercourse in each
regitnent of' the officer8 with each other, and
in the knowledlge abid belief that wbatever
znight ho their iÏeative- social standing in
the world. witherr hem of high or cern-
pamativet' y 1xwv degree, whetbem rich or peor,
whetber i purchase or non-purchase mon,
or risen froni the ranka, onice they held the
Queen's commissi on, they were oeeasd ail,
officors sud gentlemen; Meeting in their
common mess-room,iike the Knights of the
Round Tabie, socialiy on termes, of the most
comaplote equîlity, the honour o! ail beingthe care o! each, sud the boueur o! each the
care of ail. To the spirit. cf camzaraderie, te,
the brotherIy, knightly feelings thus ën-
gendered and fostered, we owo that self sud
Irlutual reliance whiob, p lus the mn-bonii na
tive cou rage cf the race,-hau enablod British
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officers te stand sud die shoulder to should-
or, as tbey have stood sud died together, in
nintual trust, ou mauy a biooiv field, in the
orchards cf Hougournont. on the siope of,
Inkerman, in the breach of' Delhi, Surely.
thon. it would be %vell te fostor and guard
this spirit, and te encourage the feeling in
the ofEcders cf our Army cf confident cama.
raderie sud mu tuai trust. XVe boom uow-a-
days much about Prussianizing or Army.
Do net, at toast, lot us de-Prussianize it in
this respect; for upon this feeling I'russia
,sets store that before au officer can ho e-ý
celved into a Prussian mgimont ho muet be'
accopted by the officers, wbo have a right
te exorcise a veto by ballet upon hie ap
peintmueut as complote as that etercised by
the members o!for military clubs in Pall-
malt on the admission or rejectien cf mern-
bers. And if iL ho well te foster aud guard
this feeling cf camar-aderie, iL cannet ho well
te interfere witlî -the social relations cf the
officers te eue anothr-it cannot be well te
strike at its roots by an attompt te force in-
te the social circleocf a egimeut an officer
uuexeuerated fromn the charge of falselîood,
whese couduct Ilwas net, in seme respects,
such as bas hitherto been characteristie o!
the British effloor." And if the officors cf a
rogimout should at auy turne respectfuliy
resiet such au attempt- if tbey shouid dec-
lino te "ltmy their best" te ho on social aud
friendly terme witb a brother officer charged
with sud unacquittoci cf falsehood, their pos-
ition is impregnable. They cannot fait te
b. supperted by sîl honourable mon and by
public opinion. Itnmay,porhaps,be saîd that
ovidouce takon before the Court of Inquity
was net sufficieut te juetify a court-martial ;
but te this I would reply, that whien the
Army Bill was last year under discussion, ive
heard much from the Secrotary o! the good
that tyould resuit from the appointuient of
sub-lieutenauts, whe would serve in a pro-
bationary stage of existence, sud wbo, the
Royal Warrant o! Novomber 1, 1871, says,
'1shail ho removed from our service frem

moral or physical unfltness ;" and 1 submit
that, undor this Warrant, Mr. Tribe might
have heen dismissed without any furthem
proceedings boing roquimed. And new, Sir,
I bave finishod what I had te say upon this
strauge, eveutful story; but before I sit
dewn, I would off'er, if hon. members wili
kindly hear with me a littie longer, a few
remarks as te the position o! the House ef
Gemamons and the mlitary authorities in
rol'ation te questions such as this, afl'ectiug
the discipline of the Army., At the outset
o! my emarke, I said that my hen, sud gai-
tant relative deprecated, as I did, th e noces-
sity o! bringing such matters befere the
Flouse, but that in doing se ho was only fol-
lowing Lb. iead of the Secretary o! State,
whose uncalled-for, incempleto eply te the
question of the bon.Momhor ferHackuey ne-
cessitated the moving for the papers necos-
sary te enable the public to form a seund
judgmeut upon the question thus raised by
the proe sud in the Flouse o! Commeus.
But, although the doctrine that Parliameut
is net a fittiug place for discussion or ques-
tiouing o! mattera o! mlitary discipline is
undoubtedly sound, thora have been, sud
theme will be, special occaions when this
salutamy ule bus been, and ougbt te ho,
departed from sud this has beon, admnitted
by the bighost caustitutionai authorities. I
find in Clode's wll-known book that Earl
R-ussel, spoaking many yeams age on a ques-
tion elating te a court-martial, said,6 There
can be ne deuht that under that kind c
superintendeuce sud supervision which this
lieuse ought te exorcise, theme mighit arise
cases whîch would require such a proceeding
as 1 bave hinted at." And again, Lord Broug-

hamn on another occasion said, IlI have ai.
ways been one of those whe were of opinion
that, as a general rule. no interféence with
t.he procoodings of any naval or miltary
court-mort *ial, or with ftfl> part of the discip-
Iine of the Arniy and Navy, ought even te
be drearnt of; but stili there were some ex-
ceptions to that rule." And I would myseif
add that unless the press have niembers of
the Flouse of Commons and the Secretary of
State act very differentiy froni what they
doue in this instance, those exceptions spo.
ken of by Lord Brougham will inevitably be-
corne of more frequent occurrence than here
tofore. TIhe turnes are aise ohanged. Se
long as not only theoretically, but te
a certain extent practicaliy, the Crown
exercised an independent autherity over
the Army and the Militla througb the Gene.
rai ceminanding in chief and the Lord Lieu-
tenant, there wero sound censtitutional,
grounds for matters connectod with military
discipline, as distinct from miiitary expen.
dlture, net being brou lit before the bouse
of Gommons ; and se long as questions of
first appointinent and promotion were in
the main independont of tho principal of se-
lection, and regulated themselves by* the
received and rcegnizedcusitom of the Armny,
the chances of interfere in such matters
by ParIiament are oompai-ativeiy fow. But
now the theory of the Army being bht is
caliod a Royal Army, governed and'control.
led by an authority outside and indepondent
of Pariiament, bas been praotically expioded
by the subjugation, capture and confine-
ment of the Commander in Chief within the
walls of the War I ifice, while the Herse
Guards are now a more shoil, sud enly repro.
sent the tomb of- hie soparate autbority,
with two cuirassed mnutes sitting on black
horsosat thedoor. Fnrther, bythe abolition
of t he milirary authority of the Lords-Lieu.
tenant, we have practically ail power and
patronage now centred in the dietatorship,
of the Secretary of State. I say practically,
for the theery of the independent authority
ýo! the Sovereign, acting threugh the Com-
mander in chief and the Socretary of State,
stili exiots, though in a fossil state ; the
indepencient prerogative of the Crown in
military matters being only brought into
play, when it is necessary on an aimy ques-
tion, rudely te everride the deoision of Par-
liameut, as was donc last year on the Army
Bill, as has been dlonc this yoar in the su-

Lporcossien of the Linc officers. Lt becomos
thon, only naturai, and even necossary,
that mon should under the ne* system,
watch jealously ail that relates te the pat-
rouage and discipline of the arr±y, and that
when a logitimnate occasion arises, this
watohfulnoss should make itsolf known
and. fait within the walls of Parliament.
And ail the more se, wbon we see the
great influeuce of the Press,and how that in-
fuence bas-as I haeve, I think, ahown-been
wrongfully brought te, be.sr u4n the subject
of my motion. Such, thom, bCing new the
truc practical position of Arrny maLtera, you
may rost assured that, whatevor may be said
as te the inexpediency of such matters being

brought before Parl"arment, there wilI b.
Loccasions- wheu justice te individuals, te

regiinents, or even te the Army at large, will
require that some members of Pàrlament

Lshould. if needs be, make an appeai in thia
lieouse from, thc injustice of offlcialiam te, the

1Coesar of Parliament and free publie opinion
.lI doing this for My hon. and gailaut rela-
3tive on the present oooasion-would te God
f ho had been here te ,de it himseif 1-I trust
sI have been tomperate in speech, that I have
aspeken in a beomiug toue, and that what I
ghave said may tend te vindioate the charac-
;ter, unjustly aaqeroedg of oe eOf the moat


