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ragular groups, with tleir caps off and their
sabres broken, crying, sobbing, ahd weep-
ing like children. *“Oh, poor Motu! onco
tho proudest of citics' What a misfortune!
What an unhoard of catastropho! ' Wehave
beon sold. All ‘is lost. It is all up with
France,” and so on. ‘The civil functionaries
asked each other across the streets, ** Who
will be our master? Who will govern us?
Where shall we go so that we may
not sce the ruin that has come upon the
nation ?" The entire army beo.
aieging Metz voluntarily gave up their ra-
tions yesterday to feed their captives. This
greatly relioved the fear of tho people, At
noon, & Prussian railway inspector made the
journey from Ars to the Union Station, sit-
uated one mile south of Motz by rail, and
to-day perfect railway communication exists
botween Saarbruck, Matz, and Nancy. The
road was littlo injured. Only a_ féw
German prisoners weroe found in Metz
‘t'he Fronch had not kept those they took
when able to roturn. On leavinz Metz last
night I noticed on the faces of all the Ger-
man soldiers an usmistakeable look of quiet
satisfaction, nothing more. Of the French
officors and soldiers who swarmed all over
the place, not one, even when intoxicated—
which was surprisingly rare—bors any other
expression than that of the deepest sadness
and of proud deofiance. The latter expres-
sion was rare, and was seen chiefly in the
younger officers, I am informed that the
French loss in killed in the various affairs
since August 18th, added to the deaths from
sickness in town, was 42,000. Baziine him-
self declined the generous propossal of the
Prince to let all the troops lay down their
arms outside the works in view of their vic-
tors, instead of laying them down in the
arsenal. He could not guarantee their be-
haviour in such case. The Imperial Guard
alone Lad preserved their discipline well en-
ough to be deemed worthy of the trust of
passing in armed review, At four yester-
day afternoon, Bazaine passed through Ars
on his way to Wilhelmshohe, in a close car-
ringe marked with his name, and escorted
by several officers of his staff on horseback.
‘The women of the villuge had heard of his
arrival, and awaited him with exclomations
of “Traitor!'’ ““coward " “sneak I'* *thief!”
&c. % Where are our husbands whom you
betrayed ? Give us back our children whom
you have sold ' They even attacked the
carriage, and broke the windows with their
fists, and would have lynched him but for
tho interference of the Prussian gendarmes.

PROCLAJATION OF GEN. TROCHU.

——

The following proclamation, dated Pariz,
Nov. 1, has been addressed to the national
guards of the Seine :—

° & Your firm attitude has saved the repub-

lic from s great political humiliation, per-
haps from & great social peril, certainly from

the ruin of our efforts for the defenco. The|-

disaster of Metz, forseen. but still deeply
sorrowful, very legitimately disturbed peo-
le’s minds and redoubled public anguisb,
and in this circumstance the-injurious sup-
position was raised that the Government of
the Nationnl Défanca was awaro of and con-
cealed the news from the population of
Paris, whereas I assert that the tirst informa-

tion of it reached it only on the evening of | yith 2,081,395 inhabitants, and we may
the 30th. Itistrue arumourinreferencoto enumerate hiere Labuan, with 1ts 45 square
this bad been spread for two days by the' miles, and (in 1861) 2,393 peoplo, Maurit.
Prussiah advanced posts  Buat the enemy | jus, with its 708 squre miles and 324,502 of
has made us acccustomed to so many false’ population, and Hong Xong, with its 32
reports that we refused to believe it. The' square miles and (in 1861) 119,321 inhabit
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‘taken .the enemy by surprise, absolutoly
failed in'vigilance, and in its* turn’ suffered
itself to bo surprised, vividly affected pub-
lio opinion. Lastly tho proposal for an
srmistice unoxpeotedly presented by the
neutral powdrs was againat all truth and all
iul.tic, interpreted as a prelude to a capitu-
ation, while it was a homago paid to the at-
titude of Paris and to the tonacity of her
defence. This proposal was honorable for
us, The Governmont thamasclves laid down
the conditions of it in such language as
seemed to them firm and diguified. It stip-
ulated a duratior. of at least 25 days, the
revictualling of Paris during that period,
the right of voting for the elections of the
National Assembly to be left open to the
citizens of all the French departments.
This went far beyond the conditions for an
armistice previously laid down by the enemy
—namely, an actual duration of 48 hours,
and g few much restricted communications
with the provinces for the elections, no re-
viotualling, a fortress as a security, and pro
hibiting the citizens of Alsace and Lorraiune
from participating in the vote for the nation
al representation.

“With the armistice as now proposod
other advantages are connected which Paris
can easily. understand, and which therefore
there is no need to mention hera. Nover-
theless the Government of the National De
fenoe are reproached as if it was a weakness
on their part and perhsps a treason. An
insignificant minority, who cannot pretend
to represent the feelings of the Parisian
population, took advantage of the public
excitomant and tried violently to aubstitute
themselves in lieu of the Government. The
Goveroment are conscious that they have
preserved interests which no Government
hasyetbeen called upon to reconcile— name-
1y, theinterestsof abesieged city of 2,000,000
souls, and the interests of an urlimited free-
dom. You associated yourselves with them
in their task, and the support which you
gave  them  will henceforward bo their|
strength azainst the enemies within as well ,
a8 egainst the enemies without. !

¢‘The President of the Government, Gov-
e.nor of Paris.

(Signed)

“@ENERAL Troche.”

—

~OUR (OLONJAL EMPIRE.®

‘tChe issue of the Colonial Statistical Al
stract presented to Parlinment by the Board

ness and the progress of our Empire beyond
the seas. The little annual blue book hasg
now come down to 1868. Beg.nning with
British India, we find the area under British
administration returned as 910,853 square
miles, witha population 0f 153,348,000 souls;
there are also under British protection na
tive States, govorned by native chiefs, occn-
pying an area estimated at 046,147 squave
miles, with u population (so faras can be
ascertnined) of 46,245,883 souls. The Straits,
Settlements, now teansferred to the Colo-
nial Uftice, have theiv 1,225 square wiles,
with a population (in 1862) of 232,841,
Ceylon contributes 24,454 square miles,

tralia; and, including Now Zealand, wohave
an'ares of 2,582,055 square miles, nnd 1,786.-
055 souls in 1808—a number now fast ap-
proaching two millions. Crassing the Pa-
oific, wo reach British North Americs; Can-
ada, Newfoundland, Prince. Edward Island,
and British Columbia, an area of 632,418
squave miles, had in 1868 o population of
4,114,150; but that is only a fraction of tho
whole British .territory in North Americn,
cultivated and wild, settled and awaiting
sottlement, Coming to the Atlantic we
pass Bermuda with its 24 square miles, and
11,881 population; and then we come to our
West India Islands, with their 12,683 square
miles, and 934,196 of population in 1882,
now more than a million, On the American
continoent there is Honduras, with its 13,500
square miles, and its 30,000 peoplo; and
British Guinea with 76,000 squaro miles and
146,028 of populution in 1864.

Passing the Falkland Islands, with their
7000 squave miles and 653 people, ond St.
Heleng, with its 47 square miles and 6,800
inhubitants, we reach Africa. The colony
at the Cape of Good Hope has 200,610
square miles, and (in~1865) 556,156 souls;
Natal, 16 145 square miles and 274,828 peo-
ple; Sierra Leone and other African settle-
ments, 6,480 square miles and 200,789 peo-
ple. Gibraltar and Malta close the list.
The area of the United Kingdom and its

possessions abroad is therefore 4,600,000
square miles, without reckoning our great

territory yet unsurveyed in North ...aerica,
and the population over which Queen Vic-
tosia reigns is nearly 200,000,000. or at least
one-seventh of the population of the world.

CIRCULAR OF COUNT BISMARCK.

1From the London Times’ Correspondence.)
Beruiy, Noy. 113 Midnight.
The following Circular Note has been sent
to the Arbassadors and Envoys of the
North German Contederacy :—

‘VBRsarrLrs, Nov. 8.

“Your Excellency is aware that M.
Thiers usked for permission to visit head-
quarters for the negotiations which he wish-
ed to open after consulting the various
members of the Government of National de
fence. Py order of the Xing I consentea to
receive him. On the 30th of last month,
before our interview, M. Thierz was allowed
to go to Paris, whence he returned to head-
quarters on the 31st. T3 fact of n states.
man of M, Thiers' standing and experiance
acceptinga commission from the Paris Gov
ernment made me hope for propositions
possible of .acceptance, and likely to pro
mote the restoration of peace,

1 received M. Thiers with the respectful
‘courtesy to which, independent of our
former relations, he is so fully entitled by
bis distinguished antecedents. M. Thiers
declared that at the wish of the neutral
Powers, France was ready to enter into an
armistice. After duly considering this pro
posal, His Majesty arrived at the conolusion
that any armistice weuld  be fraught with
those injuries to QGermany which muat re-
sult from the prolongation of war toan army
whose provisions have to be trought from a
great distance.  An armustice would, more
ovar, oblige us to arrest the progress of the
1arge body of troopsset free by the capitula-
tion-of Matz, and. to fcrego-the ocoupation
o1 the vact territory’ which ‘now ‘may be
taken possevsion of without striking a blow,
or after ove.comng -but slight rasistance.
Again, the German armies are not likely to

We pass nextto young, butvigarous Aus.

receive any vory cousiderable reinforce-
ments during the next few weeks, whereas



