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Houw many mourn the low stateof vital godliness in theChurch?
How many areansiousand troubled touching the 1ack of real faith
and truo prayer and zealous effust for the of the rescue lost, in the
congrogations of God's peoplo ? How many acem to haveanadeyuato
ides of what it is to bo a Christian? And notwithsanding thes®
things, wo expect blessing , and wo may cvenbe amazod whou it doea
not come. Now lot us recall just- what the Church of Christ is to
be, and by implication, what cvery one professing godliness is to
be. The Church is to be the Light of the world, shining on its
darhngss and digpellicg it. How? By what sho is, in her lifc, in
her activities, in her thoughts, in her regnant principles, in her
immortal and victorious bope. What the sun is in the physical
sphere, tho Charch is to be in the moral and spiritual sphere.  The
Church is to bo the Salt of the Earth, at once preserving it from
corruption and vivifsing it. The Church is to Lo the Body of
Christ, doing the work Hoe would havodonehad He remained here
amoog men. He, tho head of the Church, is scated on the right
band of God, while, we, the body are left hero to represent His
character, and breathe His Spirit, and Jdv Hia work. The wor'd
is to sce in us something of Christ. Lach of us is to express some
feature in our life. Some grace, that in Christ’s life, shonein
Him, is to shinoin ua, Some quality of His nature is to find em-
bodiment in ournature. Woarcin a measure to reproduce Christ
beforo the eyesof men, and in the ifo of men. As Ho was, soare
wo to bo in the world. While Hc was here, He said “‘ I am tho
light of tho world '~ but now He says to ns “ Ye arc the light of
the world.” He took our place of humiliatien, and condemunation,
now wearo to take His place of honor end son-service. He thor-
ougbly identificd Himself with us for tho enduring of the penalty
of ain, now wo aro thoroughly to identify cursclves with Him for
tho leading of men out of the prison houses of sin. And 20 Chnist
says to Hizown Cnurch, “ As my Father hath sent me sosend I

ou.”

¥ Now, is the Church what it ought to ba? Is its supremo object
tho salvation of sinful 2nd lost men? Doesit, with all its heart
and soul and atrength, scck to represent Christ in tho world?
Docs it prefer this before everything elso? Is it really alivo toits
sussion? Does its sublime commission come home to its heart?
Is 1t atteatave to tho voice of Christ Jesus, and s it stirred by it?
Docs it really follow him?

Ah!isnot every question likea dagger in theheart? Where
is tho “‘glorions Church™ to-day? Ts it not welleringin cares
and troubles and worldlincss? Is i1t not honoring God with tho
lips whilo its heart is unsurrendered to him?  Is it not busy in the
effort to doan utterly itnpossible thing —Serve God and mammon?
What Charch to-day really girds itself to do its legitimate workin
a thorough and all round way? Where shall wofied 2 So far
a5 wo know, nowhere. Evergwhero the Church i8 far, exceedingly
far below thie atandard of Christ. And alas, often, when it wants
revival, it has it Jonoby proxy. When it wants quickeningit
empioys the wrong means, aand sccures only an crancscent result-
A resalt that brings with it deadness, where thero ought to be
renewed and exultant life.  Aye, triumphant and conquering life.

Tho Church is ander obligation to maintain a tigorcus and
irrenstable spintoal hifoin itself, end so Christ tays ** Aludesn
me, and Iin you. Jstho branch cannotbear fruit of itself, cxeept
it abide in tho vino ; no moro can ye except yo abide in Me.”

But now ia itscxhausted condition through the weeds of world.
hiness taking away ats strength, how can it bo revived? Bya
roturn to Christ, and an attentive obedicnco to all He enjoins.
Thero must bo a keen realization of the fact that we oursclves are
mvod by grace.  And in the grace of God we shallact.  Tho Lord
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uses saved mon to save the world. 1o calls a saved congregation
to savo its community. But the lament arises, ¢ Oh how can we
do anything while wo areso decad ? ‘How can we as a congregation
movo till wo are rovived? Lot this fact bo thought of:—A
roived church begins with revived iudividaals—That suny
bo with vae, or with two, vt with a amall group of three ot fuur or
six. Samucl Ruatherford 1n lus lettors speahs of women —singlo
women, who hept Lifc in the places whero they hived, Audsu s
it everywhere. There aro clect souls who keep life in congre-
gations, ¢sven thuugh that bo but a spark.  Men or womon who feel
the burden of souls, who sigh and cry It tho sins of the pevple,
who are baptised with the Spurit to such a degree that they must
do something fur the Sgritual aud Eternal good of others, It
will not do to wait till all are ready to move. When wo kindlo
a firo what do we do? Do we nut got the dry wood firat. Wo
apply tho match to that that will bura, and heop addiog fuel tall
we have a core of heat that will cousumo cven the green woud that
sobs and weops as it burne. o mnust wo do in the chiurch. Wo
mast osc that that is ready, and be careful not to put vut the fire
utterly by overhicaping 1t with green wood.  And hero o word to
the cxcrcised individuals. Act in the Spiritas Lo leads jou.
Obsy his monitivas. Go whete he dirccts. If he sends you to speak
tvan ansasedone, go, in a prayczful, hamble,dependant muod. 1f he
inddines you to ash anuther, ur 1t may be, others, to unite wath you
in prayer for revival, obey. If hocalls youto days of specinl
waiting upon God, jyicld yourself to the holy work of Chnsthike
interccssion. i
Charles Spurgeon, quotes an incident from the life of C. G.
Finncf'. of world-wide fame, to this cflcct. A blacksmith, anaged
man, living in a godless commumnity, whero the church was nearly
run out,—a man of s0 atammering a tongue that it was painfal to
hear him speak  as he was at Lus work in hus shup along, his nund
became greatly exercised about the atate of the church, and of the
impenitent. is agony becamo so great, that he was induced to
lay aside his work, lock the shop door, and spend tho afternoon 1n
praycr. e prevailed, and on the Sabbath calivd 1 tho minister
and dcsired him to appuint a Cunference meeting.  After tome
hesitation, the minister consented, observing, however, that ho
feared but few would attend. Heappointed it the same evening
at a large privato house. \Vhen cvening came, more assembled
than could be accommodated 1n tho house. All weromlent for a
time, until one sinner broke oat in tears, and said, if any conld
pray, ho bcﬁgcd him to pray for kim. Anotuer followed, and
another, and still another, until it was found that pereons fremn
cvery quarter of tho town were under deep convictions. Aud
what waa remarkable, was that they all dated theat cotnvictuvn, at
the hour when tho old man was prajing in hisshop. A powaful
revival followed. Then this old stammering man prevailed, snd
as o prince, had power with God. The wonderful year of graco in
Ircland—1859—beran with an appesal te & young man to do
*something more ™ for Lod.  * Could you not, aaid the Rev. Mr.
Moore, gnther at least six of your carcless ncighbura, either
parents or children to your own house, or some other convenient
place on the Balbath, and spend nn hour with them reading and
scarching tho Word of God. The young man hesitated-for o
moment, but promised to try. Frum that trial mado n faih,
originated the Tanny brake Sanday Schoul, and in connection with
it, two years subsequently a prayer meeling. which yiclded somo
of tho first fruits of the great awakening.” When we read such an
account, we cry, ** () for this somcthung more.’ More believing
rayer and work as Christ directs . Oh fur thisindivideal effort—
rcading to the anion of men whose hearts tho Lord haa touched.
Then wenld the mountain flow down at tho presence of the Lord.
What have singlo men done? John Davidson, of Prestonpans,
alone overtured the General Assembly of 1596 concerming the
nccessity of reforming the many protalent curtuaptions of tho
charch and the coantry, shivh being {rvarably heard stisred the
land to repentance and confession of ain.  David Dicksor, in 1625
at Stowarton ; John Livingatone, in 1630 at Sholin s Mr.
McCullongh 10 1742 at Cambaslang ; James Robb in May of the
samo_year at Kilayth, cach enjoyed a wondusfal acason of
refreshing from the presence of tho Tard in anawer to sound,
faithful preaching. In 1839 Kilsyth was agnin blesscd, and the
fire lighted there spread over themost partof Scotland.  May God
hight a great fire in our Jand and the church stand forth fair as the
moon, clear as the sun and ternible aa an army with Lannere,




