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favourablo to colonization. Thle exeeeding richincss of the soil of exten,,ive plains
and the comparative lîcalthiness of noîuntain ranges that sk-irt or enclose welI-
,watered valleys, invite the hand of industry, and promise to reward capital and
skili witli abundance of the most valtiable tropical products. In these districts
cotton is not only grown, but spun and wove. Ile has also discovercd a1 new lak-e
compared witli whiieh La-ke Ngami is " a mere pond." These inîpo)rtarit geo-
graphical discoveries vvill excite intense interest amongst the friends fAfia
and m-ill, w-e hope, pave the way for the abolition of the slave-trade. Thc indle-
fatigable explorer appears to have sustained no losses in his part v frein the
climate and miany other dangers supposed te be formidable in liot-.Ild savige
lands. lie w-rites, appci-ently, in perfect health, and closes his Iast lotter w-ith
the expression of a hope that, after suiounting sonie thirty more miles, they
w-ill be on the lakes of Eastern Africa, 1'nnd then we go to the Makololo country
either afleat or afoot."

Wo have more than once spoken freely about, the Opium trade. WVc bave
expressed our conviction that it is the rootof ail the differences betweeu England

adCia nd that it is in truth the curse olr tie Chinese. It is only riglit tliat
the othier side of the question should be heard. We tiierefore clip the following
from Uie Report of the last meeting- of the British Association for the Advance-
ment of Science:

Sic JoiiN, flowRixo;.-said lie wvent to China impregncted withi tho feelings wlîich
arc foiind te, exist largeiy in this country. It had been constantly affirnied that
the Clîinese felt the introduction of opium to thecir country to be a great grievance.
Now, in ail bis intercourse with the Mandarins the opium question w-as nover
introduced except by hiimself, tliough ail questions connected with fi-ce trade
were discussed; lie neyer heard it usod as a. reprocch ; hie nover hocard ticat w-e
were violating their lcws, or poisoning their people.

No doubt the introduction of opium had produced a great change in the habits
of the people. Hie w-as the last man te justify excess, and lie w-ould be tho first
te acknowlcdge tlîat the use of opium w-as most deleteriout ; but conîparcd witli
Uhe social evils, ancd the crimes rosulting from intoxicating liquors in this colontry,
the results even of the abuse of opiunm in Cliina are as nothing. There is net the
sliglites mpdnettaneeteecnsMing opium, if lie ploases. '.Sooce tise
it in oxcess, aIl consume it, yet the number of deaths-and lie liad taken sonie.
t-rouble te colleet statistics-was only four per annum eut of ninoty tliousand.
The proportion of deaths from »eliriu'ni tremens clone in this country, then, w-as
thîree or four times as great. It -,vould be a very groat caiamnity to China: it.self if
the importation of opium woro stopped, because if opium w-ere succssfîîlly sha~t
eut, land nowv dcvoted te the growrth cf nie -%vetld ho used for the cultic-:uio.î of
the poppy. It is very estraordinary how completely the habit cf intoxication lias
been extirpated in China, lie bcd scarcely ever seen a drunken Chinain.li, yet
the edicts of the Emiperors a, hundred years ago were filled witlî aIl sorts of threats
cf PUnisiment, in consequence of the numorous crimes arising from intoxicatioli.
Certaltinly the effects cf opium are 'very porniciens; but it dees net leadl,,to crime
or tocts cf violence. The opium ni mok3r drea-mq, and fancies deliglîtPl visions;
but the man -who is intosicated w-itb drink ofton becomes a perfect ruffian. TIue
introduction cf opium lias undoubtedly produced a moral change ani the
Chineso people, and althoughi lie ngreed tliet opium in excess is miost deletcrious,
lie bad coic te the conclusion tliat its moderato use is sccrcely perîciciolns.

We de net dosire te comment on tlîis, furtiier thian to say thiat ià is very picasant
te think tlîat w-bat, benefits ourselves benefits otbers cisc; thiat, if w-c did net give
them. a drug the use of w-hidi, " short of det"w-as Most deleterious*, tbecy
w-ould be drunkards ; and, ivorse still, if w-e did net cultivato the dru." for thîem
(and niake a hcndsomie profit out cf it), thoy w-euld cultivate it tlîeniselves !
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