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Topics of the eilech.

~=General Roaoerts, the aery oo AF
ghanistan, s a savivh sesoouler, and
almost every Endoh reqama serving m
the Afshw camnug his 1 Gl Fen
plar Lodge attached to it

—During the sixty-four years of it~

existence, the American Bbhlr Soriery
has issudd 37,408,208 capicaot the Uty
Scriptures. Duarmg the Lst vear, .
issucs were 1,30%,013, 7 which sl b
226,961 were circniee b in Ameriea
The N:x Testrnent has been trinslawe |
into Japuese. anl parr of the (MY,

A Sunlay sehool has been opendd
at Wittembers, in the church to whose
door Luther adixe) hisninety-five theses.
At first it had seventy scholars, but it
grew so rapialy that it was soon found
necessary o use another part of the
school.
of whom three-fourths are girls.  Five of
the teachers are wmen and eight women,

—The marriage of Rew.  Nuguste
Laine, a priest of the church of Rong, to
Madame Lorhes, in Paris, has afforded
M. Loyson {Pere Hyacinthe,) who offi
ciated, an opportunity to conunent on
the marriage of priests.
that this union marked a great advan
tage as comparad with his own marriage
in 1870, when he hal to obtain in an
other land the bare legal sanction Jenic ]
him at home.  He denounced the ccli-
bacy of the priest-hood, and maintained
that marniage no more degraded the
pricst or rendered him unfit to discharge
his religious functions than it unfitted
other professional men.  He has never
known any pricst toe holy t~ contract
marriage, but he hal found many that
were unworthy to do so.

- Mz ] acph Thompson, the Afriean
explorer, has returned  to his hom: at
Gatelaw'n Srolvml M= Thonp-
sen accompinie  Mro Keth Johnst wm as
an assistant in the ezpedition of the
Royal Geographical Society, and on the
death of that gentleman assumad com-
man ! of the party, including 170 blars,
and comvleted the task appointed. e
is an abstainer, and travelled 6,000 miles
without needing to be carried oneg,
though often enfecbled by ‘ever. A bot-
tle of bran Iy was taken by the expedition,
lest it might be required asa medicing,
and it sas brought back unopened,

=T Rev. B Fawkers, wicar of
Woolney. in the compuliors expulsion -
a small congregation of Wesleyans, who
met fer worahip in a cotiage belonging
to himsell, has done a very unrhristian
and unwise thing. This Guy Fawkes
way of ** blowing up™ Dissent doesn’t suit
modern taste, and the svoner the few re.
maining bigots in our N.asional Church
are plainly told so by their friends the
better.  We may as well add & word of
warning to a very High Church contem-
porary, the Church Times, which offends
in this way habitally. Its columns
scem 1o be freely at the disposal of every

e
o

rampant bigot, every crazy noodle, who |

thinks the world is rounded by a shovel
hat of Ritualistic cut.  For example, in
a recent number, wefind “A Lay Church.
man” writing as follows:- “ We should,
every man of us, rise to defend our
churchyards. Metaphorically speaking,
we should Iine and loophole the church-
yard walls, and if necessary dic
(surcly a good place to die in -with open
graves behind us) fighting for our just
rights, betrayed by the Bishops, Prime
Minister, and Lord Chancellor ; from all

The scholars now number oo,

He ramarked

of whom T ieel inlined to say, as Oliver | large hall will be soarranged as toseeure 1 As the decease T man had bheen, during

O mevell <aid of some one clse, “The
Lor Ldeliver me” © -The Western Mad,

Uhe forand ann. ation of Fahiti and
the Soiety Ihlands to France appears o
hive Jiven muech satisfaction in Paris,
where, 1f one s to believe a somewhat
gu-iing nexspapes, “the emotion aver
this happy event is indescribable.”  This
anngzation doss wat, it .appears, stand
alone  Contrary ty the express terms
o¥ the treary of 1837, the
Frenth  have  also  asumed
proectorate of tie Leeward  Islands.

.-

Anl, says 2 correspan b of the 77 aes, |

“ e French have <ajoled the people
of Raiatea and Tahaa o aceept their
Mg Other groups will certainly be
svallowed up, and tas means a check to

British commerce and influence in these

stes, Probably the French will soon tire
of the fever of annesation in this archi-
polago of islands -like Germany, which
has washed its hands of Samoa. Most

of them could, at any time during the

Lt quarter of @ ceatury, have been in-
corparatad in the Uritish Empire.
wich possessionia, as our experience at
Fiji goos 1o show, du not pay. It
however, o e hoped that the Frendh
Republie, in its new  acquisitions  in
Polynesia, will respoct the

ro countenante to the mischicvons in-
trigites of Romish priests.

~\What will the Evangeheals <ay # And
the Hixh Churchien? The Liev, C0F.
Lowder, viear of S:t Paer's, Lowdon
CDhaeks died lately in tne Tyrol, where
I was takinee his holiday,  Mr. Lowider,

wite wae 8 High -Charchmny of u very.

proasunced type, has long been known
for hi~ firm wlberence to o ntnal and
practices whiel connected his name with
oty ex citing scenes in the history of
Chaeh s cemens during the Tast tweny-
tive yeas. e was from 1851 -~for seven
sears - carate of Sto Barnabas, Pimlico,
waaer the Hon, and Bev, Rubert Lid-tell
He aftervards becams cusate to the Rev,
Brean King, at SL Georxesanthe-Eost,
and established g suceessul mission 1.
Wetlclose-sipaare. Amongst these who
Joined Iim 1 that work was Me Mack-
onocha. Al kinds of wstitaiions were
started, taving tor their object the ma-
teril and ol wood of the peaple s
Cthat necdected ucighborhiw 1 and ia
e the lwelsome church of St Preter’s
wias epeele Lo Heeetns 0 be be calle]
c Feher Lowder™ and was held in high
vespret Wy WS paihionas. T Inte
Mo Pait, the Xeehbislop's wife, wus one
of Lis warmest supporters 2 as were also
niey peesons of exite Tramk, At several
Ritualistze chnrehes o Sanday, the cor-
wre stions were asked 1o pry for the re-
po-e of hic sl and o “eememb i
their prayers the bereaved ¢onarexating,
by petitioning thmt o priest of Catholic
views might be set o il the vacant
enre.”

~Exeter Hall having been purchased
for the Young Men's Christian Associa-
 tion, at a cost of £ 25,000, the time-hon-
“ored structure 1s now being adapted to
 suit the requirements of its future occu-
; piers, at an additional outluy of somcthing
; like Ls,000. The Bwilder publishes
. plans showing the alterations now in pro-
gress, from which we learn that the
whole arca will be devoted to the work
of the Association, and will comprisc a
spacious reading-room and library,supper-
rooms, and domestic offices.  The lower
hall will be suitably enlarged, while the

]
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But

]
Protestant |
Christianity of the native races, and lend

increased accommudation and facility of
egress and aceess. There will alse be
“added a gymnasium, lecture ronm, and
“spacious night and Sunday schools, to
rpether with the necessary class rooms,
VThese alterations  will  occupy  <some’
Fmonths, but the whole will be well out of |
hand before the May meeting of 1881,

s --"Fhe Premier s.irrepressible and in- |
“earrigible.  He reached Chester Station

from Mentmore (Lord Rosebery’s seat)

at about halfspast seven, i company
with Mr~. Gladstone,  Knowing that the

Bishop of Chester (Dr. Jacobson) hal

been wawell, M Gladstone and his wite
- made theit way on fout to the palace to

“make inguiries . and then Mr Gladstone

started off for the Hanarden Castle, in |
the bright star-light, just as if he were

tenty five instead of seventy.,  Fhis s
not the way in which Prime Ministers

mned about in the days of my youth,

but then, men of Mr Gladstone’s type

arc rare. I heard the other day that

when he was visiting his brother, Sir

Thomas Gladstone, at Fas e, on the
last occasion, he was acaastomed to go

forth upon unconstivnably long walks
amongst the hills,  One day, * towards

wiening,” he walked into a station after

a Ling stretch, and was recognized by the
adoring station master. The man invited

him into his house for a rest until the

train beeame due, asking him if he could

offer him anything.  Mr. Gladstone said

he would like a bannock and a cup of
milk, if he conld oblige him. ‘This re-

uteat was readily  omplied with, and in

due time the train came up. and borc’
him safely toward Fasgue.

}
V' _The Noweomformist says:—Those
' who have been in_the habit of sneering
. at the burials gnievanee as faneiful will
i be rather surprised to find how prompily
, the provisions of the new At have been
*halreconrseto.  There have brenduring
yone week, and in different parts of the
{ coaniry, some hal-dozen burials under
“the Act. However much disposed Div
senters may be sunposed tobeto make the
most of their gricvances, their bitterest
antagonist will hardly charge them with
dving prematarely in order to illustrate
“an Act of Parliament.  lm die time, we
doubt not, even  cleravmen of stronys
views will wonder why they have so lon -
resisted this reasonible con ession, as o
whirh Bishop Claughton has written in
such suitable termis, and has been hon-
cored by the en lomznent of Dr Parkes
We observe thit the redonhnible Al
dewon Denison proposes there shali by
“a elerieal conference at r.eicester in con-
neetion with the Chnreh Congress for
. the purpase of agrecing upoa a coarse of
! passive resistance in respect (o Neacan
j fomist burials, except to prohibit such
Farrangements on Sunday, Good  Friday,
j or Christmas-day.  This is unwise chur
ilishncas. Is the venerable Archd¥acon
bent on playing into the the hands of
i the Liberation Society?  Here s e ac
, count of a funcral under :hg new Act,
; and how the Clergy are meeting the new
JJaw:  Ttwas attended with imcudents of
a very painful character.  We give the
particulars from the Brrwngham Post
of Monday last: At the beginning of
last week a young man named John Par-
sons, a collicr, died from the cffects of
j bruises rcgcivcd in Lord Dudley's Salt-:
i wells Collicry. It was decided to bury
him in Netherton churchyard, this being |
the only available spot within the dis-|
trict in which his home was situated. '

-

his life, @ member of the Baptist body,
aned, as all his relatives belonged to the
same religios cow vanty, 1t was thought

Cwell that the Rese Wo Milhngton, the

pastor of the Chaped ar Netherton, should
read a service over the grave, under the
provisions of the new Aet.  As, however,
the funeral was to tahe place v Sunday,
the family foand it necessary 1o ask per-
mission of the vicar of the parnsh, the
Rev. 8, J. Marriott.  The Rev. W
Millington  accordingly  calicd ot the
vicarage, and fouml that the viear was
away from home.  He, however, aw the
curate, the Rev, Ko Jo Crowther, and
mentioned the desire of the family. Az
the same time Mro Midangton asked tor
Mr. Marrow's address that he maght ask
fur the pertission.  Mr. Cronther re-
plied that be would wrte o the vicar,
and he did so. Indue ume, Mr Mar-
riott, who was m Luwcester, replied that
the senvice, agreeable o the mends of
Parsons, mught be read i the church-
yard.  Nrrangemients  were then made
fur the micrment of the body on Sunday,
but un Saturday notice was receved that
the vicar had withdrawn his consent, and
tu inquitics the unly answer vou hsafed
was that the reguisite notice of torgy-eight
hours had nut buen given. To was pomt-
il wut thae this could ot be done, mas’
much as there was not tusre between the
teceipt ud the notice of aithdranal of the
consent and the Jay Gsed for the bunal.
The fricnds and relatives of Parsons took
legal advice, and were informed that the
consent could not Lo withdrawn under
the din amstani o, & su 1 was deter-
mated to provecd vidh the funoral as
dmugh Mr. Mareint bad not revohe ! his
promise.  Vestordiy afternnon, about
halfipast fuar, the funceal (o essiom left
the Baptist Chapel, Netherton-all, vhere
Mo Millington had hoM a short servie,
and proceeded o the Churehaard, Here
fom polive offi ers gwwded the gates,
and allowed 1o one fo pass aito the
grounds evrept those connetted with the
tuneral anl the reporters. The Rev, Bl
J. Crowther met the baly wt the chaich
Jdoor, and watked with the procession o
the grave.  The Churchoof England ~er-
vice #6r the deal was then ool Wy han,

Cand the boly was lowerad it i grave,

Toe moment the bhenedictin was o
noaneed, M Mofin_t mo ot was st
g at the bead of die gane, - mnaenved
aservice,  Heo wos imterminied n M
Crowther, Wi sated, = Mi, M.ovion, T
cmaat s M Milingion, Tt aor sl
e vt toreadany senvice hor, M
Miingone antioned withoad o o the
Loerrapdl oo, aa b ten dhe - miter
prose Loand ~ul = In the e of the
viear i the name of the viear, the
Bishop, an'! the Qaeen, I forbid you o
read that senvice. You will hear of this
aain.” My Millingon still continuing,
Mr. Crowther ietired . but as he passed
the father an1 mother of the deceased,
he exchimed, “Tvis no use ; you should
have given proper notice.™  Mr. Parsons
replied that it rould net be done, and
titen the curate went into the church,and
Mr. Millington cancluded a brief ser-
vice.  Inthe course of this he prayed
that all the clogs on religious frecdom
might be speedily swept away, and that
a more generous spirit might prevade
religion than had been shown that day.
The assemblage then dispersed. Not
withstanding the heavy min during the
wholc of the afternoon, some 200 persons
hunyg about the church-yard.
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