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should bc kopt employeu , but tlhe<e is nto justifieation fur allow inîg
thu product tif their laboi tu cumpete utnfairly wtit that of fr-eu
labor.

Mxsuis. J. & T. T1.n01, Toronto, are in receipti of quite a num•
ber of appreciatory letters fromt parties whose places if business
were destroyed by the conflagration that almnost totally destroyed
the town of Gravenhurst, Ont., in Septenber, but whose books,
paliers and other valuables ni ere preserved by having beei encased
in fire-proof safes manufactured by the Messrs. Taylor. Mr. J. E.
Clipshain states that bis bo iks and papers were brought lent to his
atire satisfaction , Messrs. Allan Bros. writes that the contents tif

their safe were ireserved to their entire satisfactiun, nîotwithstand
inîg it stood within thre(, feet of a tank of coal Oi ; Mr. JosephGay-
nor says that his books and papers were saved ail right, there being

no sign of fire w atever inside the safe ; Messrs. B. R. Mowry &
Son say that their safe saved their books and papers to their entire
satisfaction ; and Mr. Philip Bartholonew says identically the sane
thing. Messrs. A. S. Manders & Co., writing froma Adela. e, Aus-
tralia, to Messrs. Taylor regarding their exhibit of safes at the Ex.
hibition in that city, say : " Long before this reaches you, you will
have received the cable of your having re:eived the higiest award
for safes over all nakers, beating the great Chubb, of England ;
Phillips, of Birning!.an ; Simpson, of this city ; and others. The
jury in awarding gave youi Special First Award, and recommended
the commission to give an extra special prizo I will send you tho
o0icial papers when they are out, whici will not be for a wcek or
more yet. They are 'J. & J. 'aylor, Special Finit Highest
Award.'"

A NEw coal cuttiug machine is thus described :-" It wil do work
whiich nio other coal cutter will do. For instance, it cuts the floor
perfectly snooth. It will cut up hill or down. It is self-acting. It
does all the work instead of the ian. It stands cn its own truck
while it works, and needs no timber or planka or tracks to run on,
su the operator is not hiindered by carrying aronnd a lot of useless
stuff. The nachine weighs fron 1,000 to 1,400 pounds. It cuts
very rapidly, fully a linea yard in oie ninute. At one setting and
one starting it will cut 7 feet along the face of the coal and 4 te 5
feet under. It enta and cleans off coal a space about 3 to 4 inches
perfectly level niext to the floor, thus breaking up the least possible
part of the coal, and leaves the body of it to be blasted down *in la-ge
pieces. One man and a boy can Iandle ti machine easily, it being
simple, aid any intelligent initier can run it. It will cut .ny kiid
of coal. and glides through anthracite ns readily as bituinnous. it
will aiso cut. tire clay, slate, or anything it will cone i contact witih
in a iniie. It will drive entres and turn the roons. It will cut
twice the aiount of coal with the saine power that any other ma-
chine will. It cuts right and left, both ways fromt the center, hav.
ing a reciprocating motion, thus aIl the powcr (compressed air) that
is applied to it is utilized. The operator sis down on the footboard
while the machine is wvorkmng. It will do the work of twenty men,
and will vork iii the lowest of coal. It will greatly rednce the cost
of iiiiiig, and it is safe to say it will be the mining machmio of
the future."

Mac. A. C. LAwsos, of the Doinnion (.eological Survey, lias re-
cently returned to Uttawa fromt the distriets about llaiiy River,
Ramny Lake and Lake of the M oods, where lie has becn conducting
:a geological exaiiation and topogmapical survey of the couintry.
Tis district, winch les aum the extrcie westerni part of Ontanio-
that part lyimg betweei IMIanitoba and Lake Superor-he descrbes
as enloriously ricli mu imimeiral wcalth. Mr. ltwsoi says that on
Mantouhn Lake, and what is kinown as the Lake Rioute, there is
abundance of evidence of goId. The gold is founiid in quartz velus,
carned by a green slate formation. Very ittle has been done to.
warts iimg, as up to a very rceit date the Ontaro Goveniiiieiit
refused to granit patents for the laid, but fron the examnnnation of
the country li inade lie is of the opinion that, when once worked,
thesc quartz vemts wiil yield a large percentage tif gold. At Hun.
ter's Islaid, Lake oif the Woods, an iminense iroin lied lias beein
struck, anid fromt all appiearances it is a contiunaUon of the extensive
bed inow beig workei m Mitmesota, at the Vcnimiilhon inimies. If
suclh bc the case the trons iot>f the best ii.Amncria, and as for quantity,
it is almost iuiossible to est.,imate it. Aiready thousands of dollars
Of Aiencn aid C;miiadaii capital (nostly Amsencan. however
bemlig ilvestcl Im this district lit the purchase of clalums, and big
troi works arc talked of. Adjoiig tis trom fonnation, anid cx-
tending frm Guillint Lake to Thunder Blay, is the well-known
silver region, wlici is perliaps the best, kniowi mmmînîîîg regioi i the
country, înot becauîse it is the most valiable, but because it. is the
most extensively worked. Tte foration is inade up of flat, bedded
xlates anîd tmp tNck, winch is cut. by veiis caurrymig ilver, both

nati e ai îagenîtite. Thue praacnilmi places a her these muu110 ii4
oîieratiuns aie carried un aie at Suler Mouaitain, Bea er Mme .u,
Rabit Muuitainu, at caci of whicih large quantities; of oire are takit
ont every year.

Mu. SANFonD I H Srstacr.i read a paper before the Oxford Club n
Brooklyn Iast niglit uapon "l What lhîalI Wu Dî With Our V.. u
victs V' Heretofore, lie lield. the question lins been "' Wiat font,
of labor shall lie repiired of conviets ' but iow, as if to illustrate
the wmiiiiisical extreies to whichî pnpuîlar opinion nay go, it is seri
ously questionil whether convicts shall work at all. Tiins startlii
proposition is advanced by tie labor unions ulpon the pretence tlai
frec labor cannot endure the competition tif convict labor In ina
couvict labor was aboîslied im New York by law. There are nou
1,300 convicts unemployed, and soon the existing contracts will c\
pire, wlien-all will bo idle There are legislators and ncwspaiper
found to openly approve of this condition of affairs. Now York has
a prison populatiou of 12,800 people, of whoin there are available
for productive labor about 6,000, whose industry, if availed o.f,
would comie im conipetition with the wage-earnig classes. lin
inanufacturing alone there are 700,000 free workers engaged in tias
state. The proposition thon is that 6,000 conits shonid be kepit
idle for fear that their labor would reduce the average walges if
700,000 who arc frec, supposing that ail the convicts even are il
gaged im nanufacturiiag. Tlhese 6,000 convicts were engaged ini
actual competition before, and will be again, aftei ticir incacei-
tion. with those who object to their employnent umier confinement
The cost of maitamig these 12,800 convicts is over a milihon and
a quarter of dollars a ycar ; and it is a grave eiergency that would
justify a state in wasting si nuch a year. But tle cost in dollars
and cents is the least serions featuro of the problemu. These cci-
victs are nearly all destined to be retturned to society. Their ave.
rage age is under 25. The average terni of imprisonient is live
years, whici is about the age and terni of study of a collego gradu-
ate. The speaker advocated the employment of part of the convicts
upon public works outsido the prison walls. The iumberto becem-
ployed in any industry shouhld bear a fixedI propuortion to the um.
ber engaged in that industry outside the prison wails, and that
proposition should be so low as to preclude any genuine coiplain t
of coampetition.--Ncw York Times.

FAIR-TRADE IN GREAT BRITAIN.

TuE average wayfaring free trader, although lie may not be
possessed cf a superliuous amilouit of brammis, ought to be able to
compreliend Lie following. It is a letter printed in the London
(Eng.) Fatir-Trade, in its issue of Sept. 30. It rends :-

Sni,-My naine is Johnt Bull. I havo a brothar micknamed
Forger. Bis trade is that of aia engmcer, and mnakes ail kmda tif
machinery. I plow and sow and gather imto barns, cte. We have
sonue half.brothers called Jonathan. Wo calu themn hrothers.
They don't own us thoumgi. They are in our trados and hive o er
the water, and they o alhcad 'slick.'

"IIf iy brother tries to sell an engino or other machine to go
over the water they charge Iun 50 per cent. or 60 per cent. for
Landing it, nakîg it so dear that cither lie sells at a loss or the cus.
tomaer pays more than the vaihe : and if I offer somte of ny farimi
produce, I ami served just the sane. The consequence is, that imi
ialf-brothers keep all the trade on that side of the water to theim-
selves and charge thicîr customers their own prce. But, inîfmnis
niately, an ancestor of nnnine (oie Cobden) imade a law that, if our
iailf-brotierm wislehed, they should at any une land machmery, coln.

goods, etc., free on our side of the water, and lie called thme lan
Frce Trade. Now, sec how it acts. Jonathan mîakes two iacmiies
that cost hin £90 eaci i labor, the muîateruai costmîg £40, tmail
£130 ; profit, say, £20 on sale at £150. He Fends Oime Oves tae
water to ouîr customners anid takes £150 back to inî (god.bye t
that), and lias the other to sell over is side, which lue can chaige
£160 for, as there is no oine to colpete with Imu on account of dut.
Forger hlas consequently to close lis works or lower the wage tif
his workmneii, to conpete witl such one.sided trading. My corn
suiTers exactly the samne, and my iten bave less wages and lttle
wok -ail because the mens are allowed to work for our market free
of toll, while we have to pay 50 pier cent. to 60 ier ceit. for theirs.
As it is a miatter as inuci for imy iien' advantage as iy owin i-
decd, more mo) i will brinmg the case hoie plamtuly. Suppose licre mmm
England I make 1,000 whicelbarrows at a labor cost of 10.. cath .
thsat v'li spend £500 in labor here. If I sell ù00 of thems liere i
15s. each, £375 remans un England, and if 1 export 500 I shall h.n e
to pay 50 per cent, duty, whi us equal to 7q. (c1. each barrow, so that
I get back only £187 10s. for the 500 barrows, wh-bicli has cost ilo
in labor alone. -a los of 2es. id. c ach. But if Tonathîanu makes DA0e
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