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should bo kept employea , but theto 1s no yustification for allowing
the produet of their labor tu compete unfairly wath that of free
lnbor.

Messits, J. & J. Tayror, Toranto, ave in receipt of quite a num
ber of appreciatory letters from parties whose places of business
were destroyed by the conflagratiun that almost totally destroyed
the town of Gravenhurst, Ont.. in Soptember, but whose hooks,
papers and other valuables were preserved by having been encased
in fire-proof safes manufactured by tho Messrs. Taylor. Mr. J. E.
Clipsham states that lus bo ks and papers were brought out to his
ontire satisfaction , Messrs. Allan Bros. writes that the cuntents of
their safe were preserved to their entire satisfaction, notwithstand
ing it stood within three feet of a tank of coal oil ; Mr. JosephGay-
nor says that. his bouks and papers wero saved all right, there being
10 sign of fire whatever inside the safe ; Messrs. B, R. Mowry &
Son say that their safe saved their books and papers to their entire
satisfaction ; and Mr. Philip Bartholomew says identically the same
thing. Messrs. A. 8. Manders & Co., writiug from Adela: Te, Aus-
tralia, to Messrs. Taylor regarding their exhibit of safes at the Ex-
hibition in that city, say : ©* Long before this reaches you, you will
have reccived the cable of your having rezeived the highest award
for safes over all makers, beating the great Chubb, of Eungland ;
Phillips, of Birmingl.am ; Simpson, of this city ; and others. The
jury in awarding gave you Special First Award, and recommended
the commission to give an oxtra special prize I will send you the
official papers when they are out, which will not bo fora weok or
more yot. ‘They are ‘J. & J. ‘aylor, Special First Highest
Award.'"”

A NEW coal cutting machine is thus described : —** It will do work
which no other coal cutter will do.  For instance, 1t cuts the floor
perfectly simooth. It will cut up hill or down. It is self-acting. It
does all the work instead of the man. It stands on 1its own truck
while it works, and nceds no tamber or planks or tracks to run on,
su the operator is not hindered by carrying around a lot of useless
stuff. Tho machine weighs from 1,000 to 1,400 pounds. It cuts
very rapidly, fully a lineal yard in oneminute. At one setting and
one starting it will cut 7 feet along the face of the coal and 1to b
feet under. 1t cuts and cleans off coal a space about 3 to 4 inches
perfectly level next to the floor, thus breaking up the least possible
part of the coal, and leaves the body of it to be blasted down 'n lavge
pieces.  One man and a boy can handle the machine easily, it bein
simple, and any intelligent miner can run it. It will cut zny kind
of coal, and glides through anthracite as veadily as bitwmmous, it
will also cut. fire clay, slate, or anytlhuing it will come 11 contact with
ina mine, It will drive entres and turn the rooms. It will cut
twice the amount of coal with the same power that any other ma-
chine will. It cuts right and left, both ways from the center, hav-
ing a reciprocating motion, thus all the power (compressed ir) that
is applicd to it is utilized. The operator sits down on the footboard
while the machine is workmg. It will do the work of twenty men,
and will work in the lowest of coal. It will greatly reduce the cost
of mining, and it is safe to say it will be the miring machne of
the future.”

Mr. A, C. Lawsos, of the Donmimon Geological Survey, has re-
cently returned to Ottawa from the districts about Rawmy Ruver,
Ramy Lake and Lake of the Woods, where he has been conducting
a geological examnation and topographical survey of the country.
This district, which hies in the extreme western part of Untano—
that part lying between Mamtoba and Lake Superior—he describes
as enormously rich iy mineral wenlth, Mz Lawson says that on
Manitoulm Lake, and what 1s kuown as the Lake Route, there 18
abundance of evidence of gold.  The gold 1s found in quartz ves,
carried by a green slate formation.  Very hittle hias been done to-
wands minng, as up to a very recent date the Untarvio Government
refused to grant patents for the land, but from the exammnation of
the country he made he s of the opimon that, when once worked,
these quartz vems will yicld a large percentage of gold, At Hun-
ter's Island, Lake of the Woods, an mmmense 1ron hed has heen
struck, and from all appearances it 1sa continuation of the extensive
hed now bemyg worked i Minnesota, at the Vernnlhon wunes,  If
such be the case the iron 1s°of the best n America, and as for quantaty,
1t 18 almost impossible to estymate 1it. Already thousands of dollars
of Amencan and Ganadian captal (mostly Amencan, however,) are
bumg mwvested m this district tn the purchase of clums, and big
1ron works are talked of.  Adjounng this wron formation, and ex-
tending from Gunflint Lake to Thunder Bay, is the well-known
silver region, which 1s perhaps the best known aining region n the
country, not because it 18 the most valuable, but beeause 1t 18 the
most extensively worked.  The formation 18 made up of iat bedded
slates and trap wick, which 1s cut by veins carrying silver, both
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native ar ! argentite. The principal places where thess tmang
vperativng are carried on are at Silver Mountam, Beaver Mine aid
Rabit Mountain, at each of which large quantities of oreare tahes
out every year.

Mz. Saxroxn H Sterre read a paper before the Oxford Club v,
Brooklyn last night upon ** What Shall We Do With Our Cin
victs 7" Herctofore, he held, the question has been * What foru
of labor shall be required of convicts 7’ but now, as if to illustrase
the whimsical extremes to which popular opinion may go, it is ser)
ously :luestioncd whether convicts shall work at all.  This starthin
proposition is advanced by the labor unions upon the pretence that
free labor cannot endure the competition of conviet labor — In 1834
convict labor was abolished in New York by law, There ave now
1,300 convicts unemployed, and soon the existing contracts will ¢
pire, when-all will be idle  There are legislators and newspapers
found to openly approve of this condition of affaivs. Now York has
a prison population of 12,800 people, of whom there are available
for productive labor about 6,000, whose industry, if availed of,
would come in competition with the wage-carning classes. In
manufacturing alone there are 700,000 free workers engaged in this
state. The proposition then is that 6,000 convicts shonld be kept
idle for fear that their labor would reduce the average wages of
700,000 who are frec, supposing that all the convicts even are en
gaged in manufacturing. These 6,000 convicts were engaged i
actual competition before, and will be again, after their incarcern
tion, with those who abject to their employment under confinement
The cost of maintaining theso 12,800 convicts 1s over a million and
a quarter of dollars a year ; and it is a grave emergency that would
justify a state in wasting so much a year. But the cost in dollars
and cents is the least serious featuro of the problem. These con-
victs are nearly all destined to be returned to society. Their ave
rago age is under 25. The average term of imprisonment is five
years, which is about the age and term of study of a collego gradu-
ate. The speaker advocated the employment of part of the convicts
upon &)ublic works outgide tho prison walls. The numberto be em-
ployed in any industry should bear a fixed proportion to the num.
ber engaged in that industry outside the prison walls, and that
propusition should be so low as to preclude any genuine complunt
of competition.—Necte York Times,

FAIR-TRADE IN GREAT BRITAIN.

Tue avernge wayfaring freo trader, although he may not he
possessed of a supertluous amount of brams, ought to be able to
comprchend the following, It is a letter printed in the Londoen
(Eng.) Fair-Trade, in its issuo of Scpt. 30. It reads :~—

**Sm,—My name isJohn Bull. "I have a brother mcknamed
Forger. His trade is that of an engineer, and makes all kinds of
machinery. I plow and sow and gather mto barns, otc.  We havo
some half-brothers called Jonathan. Wo call them *brothers,
They don’t own.us though. They are in our trades and lwe over
the water, and they go aliead *slick.’

* If my brother tries to scll an engino or other machine to o
over the water they charge i 50 per cent. or 60 per cent. for
landing 1t, makmg 1t so dear that either he sclls at a loss or the cus-
tomer pays more than the valuo : and if I offer some of my farm
produce, I am scrved just the same.  The consequence 1s, that my
half-brothors keep all the trade on that side of the water to them-
sclves and charge thewr customers their own price.  But, unfortu.
nately, an ancestor of mme (one Cobden) made a law that, of aur
half-brothers wished, they should at any time land machinery, com,
goods, ctc., free on our side of the water, and he called the law
Free Trade.  Now, sce how it acts.  Jonathan makes two machiues
that cost lum £90 cach n Iabor, the matenal costing £40, totai
£130 ; profit, say, £20 on sale at £150. He sends one over the
water to our customers and takes £150 back to lnm (good-Uye to
that), and has the other to sell over his side, which he -can charge
£160 for, as there 1810 one to compete with him on account of duty.
Forger hias consequently to close lus works or lower the wages of
Ins workmen, to compete with such one-sided trading. My com
sutfers exacly the same, and my men have less wages and httle
work —all because the men are allowed to work for our warket free
of toll, wlile we have to pay 50 per cent. to G0 per cent. for thurs.
As it is a matter as much for my men's advantage as my own un-
deed, more s0) [ will bring the cuse home plamly.  Suppose here
England I make 1,000 wheelbarrows at a labor cost of 10s. cach.
that wiil spend £300 in labor here.  If Iscll 000 of them here at
15s. each, £370 remam m England, and 1f I export 500 I shall hive
to pay 50 per cent. duty, which 13 cqual to 7a. Gd. cach barrow, so that
I'get back only £187 10s. for the H00 barrows, wlich has cost me L2350

i labor alone: ~a logs of 25, 6d. each.,  Butaf Jounathan makes L.odo




