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TUE C RPEN ERISSON t IlPrltheetoell me, ihat captive Ring

Tili (~~R'I1ffR8 SN Tnod edr gaveashort coutemnptu-
As lie ippeared li t te Jiîdgient liait Oue Iaugh. IlKing 1 Ay, ay 1 De eolle

of Ionhîus P'ilate. himneoif King of the o ew-a aorry jeat,
for which bis lifo wili pay forfait. Ho

rot tI.rabbas A Preaoe of the.' Wortd Traged% k nought but a carpenter'a son, known
Dy Iirto toùrelil i Itibas liAsjutA iteeil tAkenasenscNzrtb oldsird
troii vrlsosi ~ w ciret"ttiat th t mai rt lalt. u Jenso N zaeh. 11 le..ir

Far baek froin the edgo of the crowd, up rebellion aud portuaded the wob to
a wornan's voice. eweet and lnhrill snd disobey the lawv. Voreoer ho con.
piorcing, seared up aud rang out witb sortoth with the Iowcat rascsle -
a cruel musie over sit tho dooper up thie ves snd publ icane and sinuera. lie
rar- bath a certain skili in conjuriug;

41Crucify him 1 Crucify himmil' people say ho anu disappear auddeuiy

The cloar vibration of the wonjau's whon mnot sought for. But ho made
cry alited liko s trange charm te etîmu- ne ttompt te disappear test uight, for
late afresh the sltredy feorïab excite- wE trapped him essuy, close by Geth-

mnent of the people. A. frenzied l1mb- treet in. SOoheon blo werdozn
bub ensued-tihricke, yell, groans, sud îîtraye i-e). Ssay hoebatho acii.
bisses filleti the air, till the noise Le- Dil mor n, oeisaycubtatat dov
came absolntoly deafoning, and Pilate, Lei rnh ncuh ttn n

with su angry suid iniperous, gesttire, muetL surely die."
snddeuly rose antd faced the meb. Barabbashosardiu incredulous amaze-
Advsncing te the front cf the dais, ho mont. That royal.booking Persongg
lifted up hie band snthoritatively te n csrpenter's non 1 A commun work-
comtmand silence. Gradually the din ingmen, aud oneocf the despised Nazar-
decreatsed, dying ocg in little grovling (Ines ? NO, ne!1 it vas net possible i
thuds cf sounti down te a few inaudible Tht-o, by degreea, lho bogan te re
muu.eringo, though before actuel atili- member that before hoe, Barabbas, li
ness was restored, the eweet soprano been osat jute prison for robbery sud
voice rang forth again meodiously, nurder there bati beau strange reors
brokon by a bubbling ripple cf laugh- afloat. in tho couutry cf Jutinia tan-
tr,- cering oe Jesus, a miracbe-work-er,

IlOrucify hum 1"' 'hei went about healing the sick sudj
Baabsstarteti. That silvary laugb the infirm, giving sigbt te the blind

ara bs bat ll n aepreacbing a nov religion ta the pour.

bim shiver-surely ho had beard an twsenasredttHob n
one occasion raiseti a man Lazsine

eche of such scoruf ut îuirtb bef orea1 IL rx h etate hedy' ra
soundeti bitterly familiar. Piate'8 keenon h ed fe bre'dy'br
oyes fiashod a vain searcb for the un- iu the ground ; but thie astountiing
sten speaker-then, turning tewards report was promptly suppreased sand

th epewith an air cf pacifie dig- contradicteti by certain scribes in
te eane Jerusalem, whe made thomeolves

nity ho emaueti:geuerally respousible for the current
*tWhy, whst cvil bath ha doue 1" news. The country peoplo were iraewn

This simple question was avitiently ta ho ignorant sud auperatitiaus, sud
ill-timei sund Lad a disastrous affect. anycue possessiug what vas called
Tht. fieloanaver te it vas a bellowing 4 the gift cf healing," in provinces
ror of dersion-s thunderous clamer where ail mauner cf leathactua pby.
of wild rage that seemeti te shak-o the sical evils abouutied, ceulti obtain
very vialle cf the Tribunal. Mon, undue and almeat aupernatural influ-
wemen andi littia childreu alike icineti once ever the miserable sud down-
iu the chorus cf I"Orncify him !(rnci- trodden inhabitants. Yet, surely if
fy hlm 111 sud the savage refrain' vas this Man wero Ho of hom ruiner Lsd
even caught up by the high-priests, spoken, thon thore seemeti ne reuson
eiders andi scribes, whe, lu their various te doubt the trmth cf the miraculoue
distinctive costumes and with their powers attrihîtteti te Him. Ho vas
saverai attendants, werogrcuped behinti Himaeif an embodied Miracle. And
Pilate on the judgment dais. Pilate what were hie powers actually 1.luch
heard thoni, anti turuing sbarpiy round, hsd been saiti coucerniug the saine
a dark frown kitting bis brows. Jesus cf Nszareth, of %which Barabbas
Caiaphas, the chief prient, met bis oyes Lad ne distinct recollection. Bis
'with a blondi stuilo sud repeateti under eigteen menthe cf iuiprisonaient hi
bis breath, «'C<rucify hlM t" as theugh obliterateti maiiy thing8 froto bis
it werea pleasing suggestion. meînory, aud what ho had --hiefly

610f a tratb it were veli ho shculd die brootied upen ln bis dreary dungeon
the doatb," murmurati Aunas, bis portly had beau bise ou utter misery sud
colles,"no, casting s furtive glauce at tho torturing racollacticu cf cue far
rilate frein under ie paie ayelashas. woman's face. Now, straugo te say,
--The wrthy Governor Eeemeth te ho couiti flud ne rou for auy tbought
beaitate, yt verily this traiter is noet ail, gave tho impeuding fate cf Hitu
frieoficfÇesr's." ou wbom bis ayes wero fixeti. And,

Pilate voucbsafad no anse av a ashle oketi, it seeniat te bimu that ail
look cf suprame sud utter accru. suddeniy the judgment. hall expandeti
Shrug*ging bis sheuldars, lie reseatati hugely anti swami round ln a circle cf

99nel, adloeiln u snsl bright flame threugh whicb ho saw

at the accuseti. IlWhat evil bath hie that ang6lic white Figure ahina forth
doue 1" It migbt bave beau more justly %ý1th a tl;ousand radiations cf light-
asked, what evii couid ho dol1 Was iuglike glory 1 A feint cry cf tar
thtreanay in .rk cf vileness, any lineocf ror breke froto bis lips : I"No, neo!
treachery orà the open beauty cf that Notell yen I You csnt, you doare
fair sud lustrons cuntenance?1 NO, net crucify Hlm 1 Yontier lsas Spirit-
no'blemess andi truth were eioquently no mn ve oteds--"i
declared inu eary fature,- moreover, o!-
thera was something in the ailant pre- As hoe uttered the word, oeeof the
sonce of the prisouer that matie Pilate Roman soltiers, haariug, tmrueadu
tromble-aemnathittg unspokén yat. fuit i truck hum fiarcely on the mouth with
-a vas?, sud vague mystery that seexu bis steel gauntiet. 1- Fool, ha slent!V"
edto te urrounti sud invest Hlm with a Wlt tbcn, toc, bcoeeof bis disciples 1"
power ail tho more terrifie hecause se Wincing vitb pain, Barahbas strovo
deeply idden. Anti white the troubleti te i ellhe trickling blooti froxu is

pracratr stdiei 1k catu ud i- lips with bis ftterati handa, sud os ho
fieti beariug, and wondereti dcubtfully dt ,cagt a straigbt, fulli look f r am
what course it vere hast te pursue, the so-calleti Jeans cf Nszaretb. The
flarabhas from bis coiga cf vantage pty sud teuderucsascf that lock piercati
atareti cagarly iu the saine direction. hiru te the sou ; ne living hping hati
grawifl marc sud tmore conscoocf au ever given hlm a glanco se instantly
unusuai aud altegether vondorfui comprehensive aud sympathotic. Vith
fascination ln the aspect cf this man a quick, rackle:a movament. ho tbrust
tho peoploe onght te slay Anti pre~ Limeif more te the front cf tho crewti
sontly bis viviti curiosity gave himu t gain a clouer vioe of Ona who coulti
courage te atidrasa elle of tho seldiera se Rently regard hitu. A p. sinte
near hlm. impulse cf gratitude meved him te

mombm.- « ý --

rush acrose the wholo width cf theo Temple. Yea, verily, aven unta the
hall, aud ling hinisoîf lu ail bis rough IIoly of IlicIes itslf, ho oaitb ho will
brute etrougth lu front cf this nov- destroy, se that net oee tcuo shalh
founti Friendtiet serv.e as a buman romain upon anether, aud lu three
buoklor cf defonco in case cf necti. tisye, vithout theho hlp cf bands,
But hristling veapons guardet ihim, ho viii Luilti up s nev anti groater
sud ho vas tee clestily suirronmet te tabernacle 1 Such mati ranting doth
esortpo. Juet at that moment, oeeof excite the iînt et the populace te
the scribes, a tell, ]enauxmau lu sohor- roe] i in,-moraovtr, ho decaivotb the
coloed raînieut, rose frain i place lu eycs c! the vulgar anti uniustemîctati by
the somi-circieocf î»ietsa and eIders fcigning te perforai great miracles
groupeti ou tho judicial placform, anti, whon alia but trickery anti dissimula-
unfolding a parobtuont acreil, began te tion. Irinally, he bath ontoreti J ornes-
rend lu a monotoucus voice tho various lemo iu etate a a Ring'"-bco ho
beade cf the indictuaeiît ogains?. the turneti te bis colleague in office-
accuseti. A grena tilinesnov reigned Il"Thou, Annav, canaL spaak cf this, for
in lieu cf the proviens mprar ; s doep thon vert prosorit wbon the multitude
bush cfsuspense anti attenticn in pasiet by"
whicb to assambleti mob seEmeti te Aunas, thus appealad te, meveti a
wait sud pont ivitli expectation, as a little forward, pressing bis bauds

ccbig esat wmits snd pants for iLs tegether, anti casting down bis pae-
ant=iatt proy. Pilate listeneti coloreti, treacherous eycs with a doter-
frewvnitgly, one baud covoring bis ontial air cf apologetio huesty."
eyas. During theoeccasional pauses un IlTruîy, it %vould seeto thab a pesti-
tho scrib's reading, tho noise cf traflic lonce lu this man's shape dotb xvsik
lu the outaitie stony streeta matie itamaîf abroadtiet desolate sud disaffect the
diatinotiy audible. The skies wero province," said ho; 1,fer 1 myseif
cbaugung rapidly froxu poarl-g"rey hu6 esahelti tho people, whon this traiter
te roseansd tisilodil ; the sun xvas higb entoreti the city by the road cf Bath-
ahove the horizon, but ita ligbt hati pLage and Betbany, rush forth te
net yet faunti a way through the lof ty uoEt him with acclamations, strewing
windows cf the jutigmeut hall. It palm-branches, cliva beugLa, anti even
beameti on the crovd boyanti tho their very germants in bis path, as
barrier vith irridescent flashes of color. tbough ho vero a uttiversai conquoror
now fh-sbing on a reti bautikarchiof cf men. Anti abouts cf triumpb rent
tying np a womnau'a fiair, or au the tho air, for tha multitude rcceived hini
glittering ateel corset cf a 'Roman hctb as prophat anti king, crying,
soldier, vhiie the Tribunal itsaîf vas ' Hosanna! Blesset isl ho that comoth
loft lu colti anti unilluminatati white- lu the naine cf the Lord! Hosanna
nasa, raieveti anly by the vlvet bang- ln the Highest t' Wbereupou I mer-
irigs pertainiug te iL, which lu thoir veîed greatly, and bfaing troubled inl
sombra purple tint suggested the fail- mind, returneti unto Caiaphas te toll
ing folde cf a fumeraI paîll.hlm straightway thoea thinga wbicb 1

The readiug cf the indictmaent Lad sao anti h3ard. 'Tis an unseemly
fluxabeti, Pilate atill remainet ilsunt passion cf the vulgar te thus saInte
for soins minutes. Than, lifting bis with royal honor naecf the accurseti
bands frein bis eyes, ha surveyed, Nazçàrones."
somehst satirically, bis companiena «- la ho iu truth a Nazarano 1" lu-
la autbority. quiretioeaof the aiera sudtienly,

"lVa bava brought me thia man as with a tubions air-" I have board it
eue that perverteth the people," ho saiti that ho vas born lu Bethlehem
saiti lcwly. 1,What accusation briDg ln Judiea, anti that the lato King
yo ugainat hlm?'l Heroti vas tolti cf certain marvabs at

0aisphos anti Aunas, who vas thon bis birth--
vice presitient cf the Sanhedrito, ex- "An idleoruiner," intarrupteti Aunas,
changed wveutering anti haîf-indignaut haatily.IlW"e teck hlm bLoe the
glaucea. Finally, Calaphas, with an tetrarch yesternigbt, vhere, hati ho
expression cf offendati dignity, looketi hosen, ha coulti have matie bis owu
appaaliugly on bis compeers." defense. For Heroti asket i hm msuy

1,Suteîy ye havealal hearti the lu- questions v*hich ho could net. or -would
dictment," ha saiti, I"anti the vorthy ocet asaer, i. the noble tetrarchsi
governor's question sceetb but vain patience, failing, ho sent hlm an te
ln this matter. Wbat neeti va cf Pilate te ha senteuceti. Ha la kuovo
further witnesses?1 If yonticr man te hbcocf Nazarath, for bis parants
were net a inalefactor would va have have their home aud calling ia the
hroughtbienl hither? Ho bath bLas- village se namet I"
phemeti; for lat night wa tii sclomnly Pilate listeucti, but 8aiti notbing.
adjure hlm lu the nsaineof the living Ha vas il] tste. The statements cf
Goti, t: i eclare nte us whether ho Oaiaphas and Aunas aeemeC~ te hlm a
were the Obriat, the Sou cf the Blessed, mare LabLia cf vords vitheut. emasn-
anti ha anavereti Loldly anti aaid : 1ing. lio vas ontirely opposeti te the
amni Andi hereafter ye shah sec the membera cf the Sauhetirixu ; Le knew
Son cf Man- itting an the right band they wai-e men who cbiefly sougbt
cf Power anti coming lu the c!cntia cf thuir evu interest sud utivancement,
heaven 1 W~hat tbiuk ye 1 Io ho net anti ho aise knev that the reas causa cf
worthy of death 1" their having denounceti the so-calieti

An empbatic inurmur cf assent vent . propbet cf Nezairetb," vas fear-fear
round the acnîi-circle cf the priests cf having their theories sbaken, their
anti eders. But Pilate gave a gature lava questicueti, sud their authcrity
cf conte mpt anti iimng hituseif restleussly over the ppoplb denieti. Ha env iu the
back on the jutigment scat. diguiied Prisoner before hlm, ane,

IlYe talk lu parables, antid de pr- wbo, whatever Ho va8, or vherever
plex the cutis cf justice. If hs him- Ho came fi-ox, evidently thenght for
self saith ho le the Sen cf Man, boy Hitusaîf Nothing more terrorizing te
do ye make hlen ont te ha the Son cf sacerdotal tyrauuy than liberty cf
God 1" thought 1 - nothing more dangareus

Caisapbas flasheti an angry ret, andti tau freedem cf conscience aud lu-
vas about. te make souna retort, but differonce te opinion 1 Pilate himaelf
ou a moments' reflection, suppresscti as afraiti, but net with the camo

is feelingsansd proccedeti, amiling dreati as that vhicb affecteti the JoviaL
-ynically: priests-uis misgivings vare vague sud

0Of a trutb, themi art. in niercif ul unutefiueti, anti aIl the moe difficuit te
nunoti. Pilste, andt tine Emperor wili overcorne. He vas strangely rainetant
net blamo thea for tee much sevrity te aven look at the *Nazarena,"
cf rule 1In u ur lav, tho glaner that vhose tell anti radiant feai apponreti
blasphemetb abail surely tie. Yet if ta abine vith au inwar-t anti super
blaspbomy hc o t-s crime iu thy judg- natural llght amiti the colti austenijy
ment, wbat cf treason? Wvitnouscs cf the judicisi surrondiDge, anti Le
thero are who avear that this man kept bis eycs devu, fixat on tho flear,
bath saiti iL la net lavfui te give 1tho vLilo bo Lcitatingly pender.ti bis
trihute tinte CSsar, mereovor, ho le position. But time pressot-tho San-
aan vit boaster, for ha bath arragantiy hedrim ceancil vere beooming im.
declareti that ho vili deatroy the Holy patiet-Le was at]esat compolledt


