T

\_\\

eckly

VoL V.

Number 98,

The Educational Weekly,

Edited by T. ARNOLD HAULTAIN, M.A.

TERMS : Two Dollars per annum, Clubs of
thrce, $5.00. Clubs of five at $1.60 each, or the
five for $8.00. Clubs of twenty at $1.50 each,
or the twenty for $30.00.

New subscriptions may begin at any time
during the year,

Payment, when sent by mril, should be made
by post-office order ar regist.red letter, Money
sent in unregistered letters will be at the risk of
the senders,

The date at the right of the name on the ad-
dress label shows to what date the subscription
is paid. The change of this date to a later one
isa receipt for remittance.

Subscribers desiring their papers to be discon-
tinued are requested to give the publishers timely
notification.

In ordering a change of address, or the discon-
tinuance of tne paper, the name of the post-ofilce
to which the paper 1s sent should always be gvien.

Rates of advertsing will be sent on application.

Business communications and  cummuications
intended for the Editor should be on scparate
papers,

PUBLISHED BY
THE QRIP PRINTING AND PUBLISHING €0,
TORONTO, CANADA.

Jaugrs V. Waiaur, Genersl Maracer.

TORONTO, DECEMRER 2, 1856.

Mz. RoBerTson’s letter (to be found
on page 733) ought, perhaps, to be briefly
alluded to.

Mr. Robertson’s letter touches upon a
variety of topics—the meaning of the
word “allegory ;” critics ; Canadian text-
books ; “sticking to the text” in examin-
ation papers ; the shortness of human life
when compared with the mass of details
of no value whatever that may be raked
together about an author’s life; the selec-
tion of sub-examiners.

First as to his criticism of “ A, M.s”
paper on “The Golden Scales” Mr.
Robertson gives no reasons for his critic-
isms, he merely expresses his opinions as
a critic, and he adds :—* I care not a fig
for the gpinions of any critic,.... I care
for his reasons.” Mr. Robertson will

recognize that this is a dangerous weapon
for a critic to use.

What grounds Mr. Robertson may have
for thinking * The Golden Scales” not an
allegory we know not. It would only be
some very technical and narrow definition
that could exclude it from the general
idea of an ailegory. Addizon certainly
introduces not a little non-allegorical and
real matter into this paper fiom the Spec-
lator , but is **‘The Golden Scales ™ to be
on this account considered not an
allegory ?  Mr. Robertson “cannot recall
a single piece of Addison’s that belongs to
this figure "—allegory. Has he forgotten
“‘The Vision of Mirza;” or does this also
belong to sume other figurc? Although
Mr, Robertson cares not a fig for the
opinions of any critic, yet we may venture
to ask nim to read the article on .\ddison
in the Eruoycopedia Britannica where he
will find hiin praised as an allegorical
writer.

It is easy, however, to criticize examina-
tion papers. We shall merely say that,
despite Mr. Robertson’s objections, the
EpuvcamioNal WEEKLY is glad to be ““ A.
M.’s ? staunch defender.

As to the opinions expressed on the
other numerous topics. we have nothing
to say.

THE Montreal Vitness, in an article on
¢ Practical T'raining,” says:—As the school
system has grown year by year more com-
plex and, instead of the old way of calling
up the children class by class, half a
dozen tcachers are engaged to cram know-
ledge at high pressure into their fagged
and bursting brains, one factor has not
been adequately appreciated, namely, that
young people are not healthily capable of
carrying on the intense mental work which
our schools properly demand of them for
more than three or four hours in a day.
We have all kaown schools where five
or six hours of intense attention were de-
manded at school and work was given to
do at home requiring three or four more.
True, there has been some reduction of
these hours, but this has only increased

the anxiety to intensify the work of the
hours that remain, and the experiments at
introducing drawing, gymnastics and mili
tary drill into the course have largely
failed through there being added as extras.
In old times the drawing was given half
an hour after the six hours of school
drudgery. Nothing whatever is gained by
this. Eapenment will show that the tak
ing of an hour off the daily school work
now in vogue, and the applying of it 10
some practical operation with the hands,
will not diminish at all the amount of in-
tellectual  ac uirement, but will rather
brighten the powers that are required for
the mental operations. . . . T'o our edu-
cativnal system we naturally turn for the
roundness of training, which cannot be
had in the shop. But we find that this,
tuo, is limited or almost limited to the
culture of a single set of facuities, namely,
those of the understanding. While the
observing and the operative powers are
not trained, an intellectual stature is
reached which unfits the lad to accept the
position of the apprentice fag, or of the
lifelong machine tender ; and so the civil-
ized world is full of half-pay clerks, and
what the French paradoxically call knights
of industry, men who have to live by their
wits. So well is this understood by the
parents of children who look forward to
mechanical employments that they with.
draw them from school before they get too
learned for their calling. ‘This is all wrong,
and is palpably the fault of an educational
system which does not adapt itself rapidly
enough to the requirements of the age.
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THE Mail, in the poiitical platform
which it submits to the country in view of
the approaching provincial elections, ad-
vocates “reform of the Education De-
partment ; abolition of the political head-
ship; return to government by a per-
manent General Superintendent wholly
anconnected with machine politics ; ab-
olition of the Nelson and other publishing
monopolies; and free compétition in

school books.” :
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