
218 TULE M0NTIILT ItlýC0Tt OP TUE ClICII OP SCOTLA"

liighi time to enlighten thom,-at Ieast to and, aias! liow oftcn was the awful exagger-
mnake the attempt; and insteid of its being ation ventilated hy highily giftedl anîd distint
wronig to introduce the subjeet, pcrhnps it guished Christian oinisters . Who does niot
was culpable in mie to negiect it so loing remnember the Church of Scotland decried by

Withl this expression of My views, I*pro- the very li-hest of hier owis outed sons as a
cced, vithout further preface, to state my IlVicipus instix'atc F' Iby others as a IlGod.
question. dislionouring, Christ-deny-ing, soul-delstroy ing

TI'at auad te (o-cdld) isrptin? Chiurch ?" B ut, while we cannot forget these
effusions of party violence, ani sad proofs of

This is the question: plainer I could flot humnant frailty, as tares topping it high among
inake it. But before 1 address myseif to the the finest of the wheat, we have reason to be
answer, a word or two as to the qualification truly thankful that nothing save the faittest
and meaning of Disrutiioit. You *will oh- echo, if even such, is now tu ho hecard of those
serve I have set it forth as the Ilso.called asperities, atid that, if it does exist, exists
flisruption."' Now, like the assumed titie of 'otnly in mouths îvhose censure is praise; ex-
the Il 4roc Chiurch," 1 hesitate not to say that ists only with those to whoni the courtesies
the terni Disruption is flot warratited by the of life arc unktnown, and withi whorn vulgar-
fact alleged to be its origin, any more tlîan 'ty predomînates; iwlîo are alike strangers to
the Chureh par excellence titled Ilthe Frec, . e ixonour of the gentleman, and -the charity
is anlything cisc tîtan a iniisnonîer. You have of~ the Christian.
heard frons respectable, a:id bv us a most As respects the epithet IlFr-ee," that it is
jus.tly rcspected authority, the È'ree Church ia niisnonier, and thiat the Churcli whichi tlit
desciibed Ilas a splendid off-shoot" from, the Seceders left is the frec church, iii fact dIe
(3hurch of Scotland. Nom-, grantixig the ac- freest church in Cliristendom, can, I flatter
curacy of this description, you know that an niyself, be made elear by the answer to mv
off-shoot, however niagnificent, does flot de. 1 first question; as also, that the Free Churchi
stroy the tree. It might bo also called a has lost lier freedoni by hier secession frota
swarin; but who ever lieard of the bee-hive jthe Parent Church.
being injured by the departure of its off- IÇow, then, whîat caused, the Disruption P
spring? But why eall the exodus uf 1843 a Hitherto, the impression generally prevail-
disrup)tion ? ]EVidontly to set forth, flot only ing was, that it resulted froni the undue ex.
ait iinjury to the trce, but its being torui asun- ercise of Patronage, L.e. forced settlements of
der; to set forth tîxe bive as xîot only emp- ministers upon reclaimîng congregations. Dr
lied of its superuuneraries, but as sustaining Guthrie, iii lus sermon on the occasion of a
irreparable damage. Ilence our Free breth- collection on behaîf of the Anite-diaruptian
ren never condescended to eau theniselves a 'Miniisters, sets downi this as the first cause
Secession, whiehi means a Ilgoitg away from,"# of tlîe Disruption. IVere this so, none would
but Ila Disruption," to tell of the fatal dam- bo more ready to acknowledge the grievance

a ethe thnk heyhave donceto their old than mnyself, Ihaving been sin"em clDoe.

kines, the Fishiers, the Browns, the Iloggs sympathies %vould go fur indeed with the Se-
of the lSth century, contented, tliemselvols ceders of '43. 1 do hope also that neyer was
vith. the modest dosignation, of Seceders; P~atronage nearer its last than this Very year;
but their bretlîren of tlle lOth century must and that soon this real and only barrier to
aflèéct. a title whicli secmns to glory in the des- the full developement of the Church's ener-
truction of their deserted NÎotlier: nothing gies, wvill bc taken out of the way, Even as
short of faring hier asunder wvould satisfy it ks, the Act commonly called the Earl ai
their cravinig. Do you ask,w~as it not atear- Aberdeen's gives an altnost unlimited scape
ing, an incurable wound? I am flot here to for objection to the people, rendorang ail un-
deny but the Chiurchi has suffered grievously acceptable settlement now 'very difficut ; but
from, wlbat I sali endeavour iii the sequel to sooni it is expected that the direct call or
prove, the unnatural con(luct of lier oidren. choice of the people wvill be given effeet ta;
N et to show that this suffei int does not amoutît and then, as far as human foresiglht cati go,
to a Disruption, 1 %vould point my hearers to and human. imperfection admit, the Church
the position of the Church as respects lier of Scotland, it May hoe hoped, will beconie,
zninibters, hier members, hier activity, and 1ib- iii tic fullest sense, the Church of the people
erality to every Christian Sehieme; in aIl of Scotland.
,wlich respects suie is known to be far iii ad- But is it the fact thiat Patronage was one
r'ance of what slie ivas before tlîe '43, even of tue causes of the D)isruptioni? So Say$
vlien aIl our seceded brotlîrenl were svitli us. Dr. Gutitrie. Yet, stratîge, in the very saine
If this ho so, (and that. it is, the proof were Chiurch, viz :-Frec St. Johnî's ini Ediiibtrgh,
easy, had titis been tLea place for kt,) whiere is î and on tue very saine day (November l3th)
the propriety of saying tliat tue Churcli was atîd occasion, Dr. Hanna, his colleaigue, the
disr>ipted by the Secession of '43, i.e. "itortii son-in-law and biographer of Dr. Clialmers,
asîunter," anid crippled irredeemablyP 'rte states positively iii bis celebrated sermon,
wisli was fathier to tie thouglît,the thought thmat that "lthe Verl ymnon Who accoonplished the
the Secession had rendercd the Churcli e.Pète Disruption, had consented in tolerating Fat-


