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those powvers, and they wvere compclled to accept Iof success - the first %vas, two, or three days of
of peace iupuit the ternus of declaring war fine wcather and fair wind; the se2contd, a
against Etiglanid ;-and thus iii 1806 ai, Eu. coniplete cornanet of the ehannel for three or
rope wnas, by the fainous Il Berlini Decrees" of four (lays. The fair weather miglit be Iooked
Napoleon, binided i» deadly strife against for in a teasonsbly bihort time, but the coin-
England single-hiandcd. Thte geiierl ui res-! inand of th(- cliiiiiuel w'as a very differý
sion at that tinxe iii Enigland gand elb.ewliere inatter. r
%vas, that the French ariy w'as invincible, and Sitice the Ilbattie of the Nile," iwhieh %N
tliat the attenipt to stay their Etaperor frot fought a short time before this, ne ship 1
attaiing to, universal dominion was utteriy France dared veinture eut frota the protece
hopeless. No doubt this was the opinion of of' tlîeir fort.ficatioîs ; and indeed they ivcrý
Bonapnrte biniseif, and bis army, at the tiîne. flot at ail times safc even under the sbadow O

weil remniber the intense exciteinent which their Land Batteries. Tiiere wvas, howeve~,
ivas theni almoqt universai, ove» iii the reiote a large nuinher of French ships-of-war lyit
H-ighlands of Scotland, against Bonaparte. Iiîn ditlèrent ports, wbiclb, if got together, wvo1tld

1'rcparations for an Invasion eof Engiand wvns inuster a squadrou superier to aniything t1vi
thon Coing forward on a lar~ge scale iii France. Britisht could ini a short turne get together te
Bonaparte collected an ariy of souu' 300),0î10 opipose thei ; the British fooet being scattered
on the noanrest points to Eiîglan)d, while ail the in all parts. Bonaparte set himiself about
French harbors nearest tho Engiish Coast getting his ships together.
wvero fillld %vithlt ige boats, lighters and other Trite ships in thieo.Meditorraniean ports wore
crafts, intcuded to carry titis ari-ay across the ordered tei steal out and sail to, tbe West India
ehaunel. The troops iii the ineau tintie were Islands, and <kniovinig that the British Squad-
for two or thrc months daily exercised la roîî would foiiowv them) the Frencih were di-
cinbarking and disemnba*'kiin into and out of rected to, return to Europe, jein the French
those erafts, so as to Icara to take the leat and Spaîîisli fleets wvhi'i~ were Iying in B3rest
possible ti:ne iii lan-Iing on1 the opposite shore and Cadiz harbors; ai-, tite coînhination titus
wblenevor the hour would corne. WVhile, these joiined, anieunting to, upwards of forty ships of
preparutiotte wcre being carried on lu Franee, the Iine, was to saii immîe<iately for the Chan-
the people ivore not idie on the Englisli side. niel and cover the eînbarkation antd landing of
The isie of Great Britain, froin "1«Land's End " the Frenchi troops onk the Shores eof Kent.
in the South to "lJohn e' Groat's " ini the The Frcnch fleet et,"cted their escape out of
North, w.as turlned iitto a vast ntilititry camp. the Mediterraneat p)orts, sailed to the «West
Every perse» capable of bearing arina was Indics, iit LÇelsoli iii chase. Wtetî ie ar-
arrned, clothed and drilicd. Every tian was rived at the W\est Indics the French had de-
provided with thrce days' provision and siixty parted ofi tht-ir way back. Then, and iiot tili
rounds of &" bail catrtridgeO," and %vas readty to titen, did Nelson discover the ruse, and pene-
start at an hour's warniug-day or nighit. trtte into, the desigui of the enerny. Froin the
WVho, can ever forget the grini entiusinai that West Indics lie despateied fast sailing erafts
snxouldered araongst us iii tîtose days ; ever with intelligence of these tbîngs to the B3ritish
ready to burst into a flery flarne of patriotisnx ; Geverninient. One of titese erafts outsaiied the
ivith its Stern sengs -.- oemery, and tite Goverznxent sent a fleet of

"Ho! J3onaparte coînes loer te sen, fifteen line-of-battie ships under conuuand of
Threatens you and tiretens ile; Sir Robert Calder te iîttercept theni. Calder

]Re'Il n1y Inse bis breatit! brouglit the Frettch tu action. The French
Feor let hrn corne or lot hiit» s a wet-n siseftelne Eg.s
Our Island is bis journey's end:-hdtvnyoesis-ftelnteEgs
lie nover back again sliah bendl. fifteen. Iiarkness put an end te the battie.

But quickly fInd his deaili V" Three of tite French ships were taken and many
There wcre ne telegrapli nes iii those days, disabied. Tltey got into the Freneh harber,

but there -%vere lines of signais ofi the higlic6t and joi ncd a French fleet that was lying there,
Bounltains throughout tho whoie land. These but dàid net corne eut during the battle, (al-
signals could be seen frorn one anothier in the theugh the disparity eof the two squadrons ss
daytinxe. But these signal places were aise se great, and anothor French ficet was lying
provided with laige quantities of combustible within hearing-, cf the roar eof camuin!) The
niatter whieh çvas te be set ou fire siîeuid thc Englial people wcro far frein satisfiod at the
Invasion be effected in the niglit tune. Titere issue of thc centest. Calder lad te appear
çvere, howevor, twe, prelintinaries which Bi3ea- bMère a court-martial. N everthelessa the dama-
parte required te secure before lie atternpted a age inflicted on the enerny's fleet was the
aitding on English greund with iwy prospect means of' frustrating the design of' an Invasion.


