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Bloard directly responuible to the citizens
that will give no more tlîan their num-
bers and wealth entitie thein to, and
that will take advantage of the Ieprltion tiaus made to meure for the reot of
our Sehools as much of religiouu teacli-
ing and influence aw comnion sense indi-
cates to Le necessary.

Let us consider the objections tbr.t
may Le urged to this proposai. (1).
Some may sav, we dislike to have the
population, young and oHd, divided thus
into Itoman Catholie and Protestant, as
if the saine kind of teaching that insgood
for one wvere flot good for the otlier. My
ans wer is, that wlîether we like it or
not, the division Las been made and not
!)y us; and that any attempt to ignore
it, either in a smal )r large way, lias
always resîîlted in defeat. Tlîus a Re-
formnatory School was started bere eigbt
years agu on thu principle of receli ng
ail bad bo ~s, no iatter what their creed.

kind: and after two or thmre years trial,
the Cominittee found tlîat they were
driven by necessity, as well asjustice, to
decide between having no religion tauglit
in their institution, or making t avow-

t Ily Protestant. They chose the latter,
and from tbat time it bas proSpered. So
ibas it been in the schools of Great
J3ritain, in the Army and Navy, even
.in the ver jails and penitentiaries ; and
'so will it ru wherever the Roman Cath-
olies are strong cnougrh te meure such a
division. AndT can -we wonder at their

L licv ? 1 for one do not. Were 1 a
mati Catbolic, it would be mine; and

now 1 would do unto iny neigbbour as 1
'would that be should do unto me.

(2). Another chas niay say, there isno
need for any religious instruction in our
Common Scbools. That cuts the knot
of tbe wbole diffieulty, but as in similar
cases not only is tbe knot but alto the
rope eut For a country to cail itpeîf
Christian, te acknowledge Cbristiaaity
as the very basis of ita existence, its
strengtb, its glory, and yet te sbut out
froin thse attention of its youth aIl refer-
ence to the Christian religion ini their
daily'fstudies, must Le fatal te thse mor-
ality and thse very existence of the coun-
try. Thse effects would be worst in
cities, because, for reaisons 1 bave already
ailuded te, there is more need that
special provision sbould be made for re-

ligious influence in 1 tc Cit than
in regard to countýry7sciwols. But let me
ask what Christian, wlîat historie eoun-
try, Las ever emtablished a qysein of
purely secular schools ? Great Britain
,îanot, neitlier Las any of thse Gernian
States. France bhs again ard again
coquettcd with sucb a sebeine, C, ut
France is too unstable for anv country
to learn anytbing froin. The Xcw Enff.
land Common &bhools, it uîay Le saià],
are accular. In their history tbey prac.
tically were not, and even now in great
p art tlîey are not. They were estab.
lisbed b y religious men, meii who feared
God, wbo read thse Bible and prayed to
God morning and niglit in their families,
and wlîo woîîld bave scouted thse idea
of separating religçion fromn work or
sebool. But no positive provision being
made for religious instruction, as the
population became mixed the schools

bcame more and niore absolutely
secular; anid te, tlîis more than tu nny
other cause do 1 attribute tbat absorbing
seculariim of spirit, that irreverence, and
that superficiality of' religious life, whicb
tbe Lest friends of the (" reut Republic
admit and deplore. To separate religci.
ous frons ordinary instruction, to ri-legýtie
tbe former te an bour on Sunday înorn-
ing, wbat can more effectually induce
the idea that religion is only a formi for
Sunday, and not a faitb te permeate and
mouldthe wbole life ?

(3). It may Le asked, if you bave re-
ligion in your scbools, Low can you eier
expect to liave a National Uaiversity?
1 answer, tbey have botb in Scotland,
where there is more intellectual li1e ac-
cording te. population than in any otlser
cousntry in tuse world, and thse one ià
not found to Lc inconsistent witlî the
other. A Uaîversity is for that ssall pro-
portion of our young men, from sixteemi
to twenty-four years of age, wbo desire
a liLeral or prof éssional education. Nov
even at sixteen, a youtls is beyond iimcre
task-work. lie is old enougis to read
and begin to thiak for himself, to, get
the Lenefit of thse reguilar services of the
clsurcis, and unless Le iii study-ing for the
ministry, in which case there is the
I)ivinity Hall for bise, anytbing more i
eut of place and Lecomes a barren forma.
But it il altogether different wlien we
have to deal with the tender years, the
susceptible natures, thse undeveloped in-


