
'l'lie distressed crc'%' wcre once more asiiore, but as castaways on anl

untkntovi land. Tlhey finally arrivcd at the conclusiorn thi it was an

uieopled region, for the only animiais at first secin were foxcs, and these

shoNwed a comiplete fcrescsof mian, of such a kind as to indicate

tlîat dey hiad neyer beforc came in contact with itu. There was nuo

wood but dri(twvoodl on the island- for such it prov'ed to be--and that

wvas scanty. 'lhuis, in order to shelter themselves froin the inciemcency
of the wvealher, the survivors ,:.re reUCIIId( to diggilig holes lin the sarid,

-which they covered %with sails.

So the winter %vas spent, and more nmen died, aniong themi Behring

Iiniiself. ''le island which they Lad reachied %vas that since knownl as
B3ehring Island, situatcd somne go or i oo miles fromn the Kantschatkan

coast to which they, had hoped to return.

Adapting themiselves as weIl as they, could to the circunistances,
tic crev; foun'd that the se-urwihfrequented thc isi1and afforded

a source of food. 1)uringy the winter a whale ivas also wvashcd ashore

wlîich niaterial)y assistedi in their su.stenance ; but before the end of thieir

stay, it wvas discov'ered that the sca-cov, whicli frequented the shores

in hierds, afforded a inuch miorê toothsoine and wholesonme fleshi than

that of any of the other anim-ais. AX niethoci of hiunting the sca-cowv

wvas established, and it is largely to the existence of this animal that

the ultimate salvation of a part of Bc-hring's crew %vas due.

This brings us to the main suhject of niy paper, the sea-cowv or

inanatee of the North Pacifie ; but befoiîe speaking further of the sea-

cowv itself, it wilI be iii order to state that in the followving summiiier-

that of 1 742-a new but imuch smnaller vessel was constructcd from the

wreck of the original one, iii which, setting sail in August, the survivors

mnanaged in teîî days to return to Avacha Bay in Kanitschatka.

WVith theni they broughit sorte trophies from the nievly discovered
lands :amiongÏ,st these the skins of the sea-otter, or sea-beaver as it was
cal led by the R ussians at the time ; the pursuit of which w~as tUic moving

cause of the numierous Russian expeditions of following years. A new
,avenue for tice enterprise of thc fur-traders had been opened up and

skÎns even more ý'aluable thant those of -Uic sable allured thein to


