
better of a Turk. This seems to hiave been a bad neighb.urhcod. to live

in, for, a montli or so Inter, -%viii the downies lxad moved out and

rented their cottagre to, that trixu littie housewife Joniiy Wren, she, too,
got into trouible with a couple of marauding Eng1islh Sparrowvs, who

forced an eutrance and destroyed everything eatable iii the bionse. The

neighibours ail gathered round and chirped their syrnplathy in louid and

distressed voices. There ivere the gaily dressed Yellow Warblers, and

Goldfinclies, the Cedar WaVjxwings in their olive-bro'vn silks îvithl the

yellow trinimings, a lone, Oatbird'in bis sober slate-colotired coat, and

even a tiny Ruby-throat caine btnzzing xîlongy and] 1 erclied on a dead

twvig to sec, -%vbat ivas thé, niatter. Ail aareed that it 'vas dreadfil,

but that it really cotild not be lbelp)ed, and besides it was

none of their business. Even laudIord Dovii. wvben hie arrived

could not rnake up biis mind that hie wotild be strictly witbin biis le;gal

rigl'f. in using thiat mourderous looking dagger, îvhichi lie always carvies

round îvith irn, for the protection of bis tenants, or tita punishaxient of

their assailants. Turuing now to a pleasanter phase of this unconscious

imitation of human traits, one of the most striking instances of affection,

between birds thiat have corne under my notice w as that displayed by a

pair of Cedar Waxwings, or as tliey are sometimes called, Cherry-bixds.

It was at the ime when tbe fruit %vas9 beginning to forin on theù trees,

esnd one of then i ad picked up an apple about the size of a large pea

end perchiug close beside lus mate in au old apple tretc, lie passed it

with a great display of politeness and iffectiou to lier', and slhe with an

-equally courtly and Ioving, air returned it t, bin. This operation they

repeated several tinies, tili at Iast t.biey cauglit siglit of twvo interlop)ers

wlio bad been watching theni, and being too basbifnl te, continue their

billing iu public, thiey flewv awxLy. Burroughs I tink cites a siiiar

case witb refèrence te the sanie bird.
Ounriosity is >uother characterîstie, uîany of tbe birds bave in coin-

mon witli tbe humaxi race. I renieinber being intervicwcd by a Water

Thrinsb, wbile standing quite, stili iii a swvampy piece cf îvoods, ivateli-

iug for another bird. This shyv litle warbler camne hiolpping

aloug froni branch te branch till iL wvas within twvo feet of my

flace, looked me fulil in the eyes, teck a careftil survey of me

.from Ilead te, foot and thien, as if satisfied with the inspection, llew away.


