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NATURAL IIISTORY.

TIIE SALAMANDER.

Thoughtheancients havedescribed a hizard
Bnd by fire, and existing 1n flares, the
pdorns huve discovered thatit wasa fabu-
Mo assertion, and that they have merely the
Bispring of a heated bram,
he salamunder, which was once sup-
jsed to live upon that element which must
vitably prove the destruction of lfe,
wembles 2 frog in the form of us body,
though, like every spectes ot the hzard, 1t
2 3 long tail : hike thatanmmal its snout 1s
n%ed, and its eyes placed 1 the back of
head; the claws of 1ty toesare short and
hle 3 anil it is covered with a rough skin,
k. Net only the salamander, butevery one
¥l the lizard species are supposed to be of &
N snoaus king ; butitappears to be the ef-
Rect of prejudice or miscanception, for they
s destitute of fangs like the viper, and
Pavevery small teeth; as to thesaliva:which
is been supposed poisonous, no effects of
st noture have ever been produced,

" “The salamander, which is best known in
BHurope, is generallyffrom eight to eleven
Ricches in lensth 3 wley taken in the hands
8itipparts a chilling sensation, and appears

incapable of supporting heat, asit al-
angkes choice of @ cool 1ewreat.  Like
e frog, itscem tnbe a torpid ammal, and
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Biznd kind, as the gencrality of them are
intinually in motion, if we except the win-
fiiei munths, which are chiefly devoted to

sleep : during that period the water lizacd
¥ changes its skin every fortnight; butin the
J summer twice or thricein that space.

FLOWERS.

Flowers ar - undoubtedly among the most
&xquisite pieccs of nature’s workmanship,—
¥hat beautiful tints do they display 7—
What lively colours dq they unfold 7—
What variegated tediilies do they discover ?
—aud, what delightful perfumes do they
emit?  In view of these well might the poet
exclaim :

Who canpaint
Like Nataro ! Can Lwagination banst

Awid its gay creation, hues like hers ?

Or canit niix them with that matehless skill

Aud looss them in eachother, as appears

In every Lugd that blows ?

But the skill of the architect is no less
¢onspicuous in the general contrivance and
delicate structure of therr several parts, and
begutiful harmony of the whole, than in the
layiuz on of the colours by which they are
taibellished. -

- The divessity of shape, and form, and
complexion, in ‘those of different kinds is not
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i that instance differs fror the rest of the ;

|

aore remurkable than that no iwe are to de 1

Jound exact.y alike, even of the same specics |

and growing on the same stalk or knot.

Nor should the aromatic fragrance which
those beautiful suns and daughters of natare
send forth, more excite our gratitude, than
that well ordered succession, by which, the
pleasures we receive from these trausitory
visitants are lengthened out ond protracte’l
almost all the year ronnd,

Before winter with his clondy front has
taken his departure, the carly Snow drop
boldy steps forth in his pure w hite robe,—
the Crocus next, with an air of timidity
peeps out, gnd asif afraid to venture, heeps
close to “the earth —then comes the Violef
with her varied beauties, accompanied by
the sparkling Polyauthus, and splendid
Auricula—afterwards groves of Tulips dis-
play their rich and gaudy attire, followed
by the Anemone in her spreading vobe,
Now the Ranunculus expands the richness
of his foliage—the Sun flower shoots forth
his golden rays and the beautiful Carnation
with a numerous train bring up the rear,
and close the procession, —3% ho can reflect
upon this passing,yet protracted scene,with-
out being forcibly struck with the wisdom
and goeduess of God maufested in it?

DAW

N OF GEN1ES.

KING ALVRED. .
ore justly surnamed the Great
psedecessors was Lurn in an
Pt profound ignorance, when
learning was considered rather as a reproach
than an honour wa prince. e was not
taught to know one letter from another till

¢ was about twelve years of age, whea a
book was put into his hands, more by acci-
dent then by previous design. The queen,
his mother, one day being present with her
foursons, of whom Alfred was the youngest,
and having a book of Saxon poems in ber
hand, beautifully wrtten aud embellishetl,
observed that the royal youths were charmed
with its external appearance ; upon tis sfic
said, ¢ I will make a present of this book
to him who shall first learn to read 1t.”
Alfred immediately took fire, and applied
his mind with such ardour, that iua very
little time he Loth read aud repeated the
peem to the queen and recetved it for his
reward. From that moment le felt anin-
satiable thirst for knowledue ; and reading
and study became his chief delight. Such
was lus proficiency that he compo-ed vanuas
poems, and aptstories ;3 and transleted from
the Greek the fables of Lsop. He also
gave Saxon translations of Gregory on the
Pastoral Oflice, of the histories of Orasius
and Bede, and of the Cossvlativn ot Plulo.
sophy by Boethius. The last literny work
in which he engaged, was & translation of
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the Tsalms of David into Auglo-Saxunm
which however he did not live to fimish,

Alfied came to the crewn young, but
found affaits o that state that be was obligud
to sceh refuge, in disguise, i the cottage of
one of his hadsmen, whose wife iguorant
of the quality of lier guest, and vhserving
him one day by the fiteside, employed in
trimming his bows and arr s, she desired
him to tahe care of sume cakes which were
toasting, while she was employed in other
domestic  aftuirs,  But Alfred, whors
thoughts were otherwise engaged, neglected
this injunctivn; aud the goud Wowman, un
her return, finding her cakes burnt, rated tire
unknown hing very severcly . and upbraided
him, that he was alw aysready esvugh to cat
her warn cakes, though he was su negligent
i1 toastinr them.

EMINENT EARLY RISERS.

Dr Adan, the celebrated rector, of the
high school of Edinburgh, whose lung lite,
to 1ts very cluse,was spent in an unremtting
course of labuur for the public good, wys
an early riser. 1t was his constant practice,
fur the whole summer, torise at the hour of
five and not unfrequently, when excited by
any particular object, or ayy formiduble
duficulty, even at four in théz vraing, Asa
proof how favourable the afrming hours are
tor study, it may be mengioned that Dr.

Adam frequently felt hispatience worn out
by the herasmng exertions he made in the
cumpletton ot s work on Roman Antigui-
ties, and wouid nse from us desk, m e
after pait ot the day, half deterunned to re-
linquish ins task ; yet notwithstanding these
salties, hie would nise with the sun the next
tiutning, to prosecute his tash with lenewed
vigour, . .

A volume might, indeed, be filled with
notices of early nsers, Bishop Jewel rol¢ -
regularly at four ; Dr. Franklin was an
catly niser ; Priestly was an early riser ; the
greatand learned lawyer and prous Chus-
tian, Sir Matthew Hale, studied sixteenr
hours a day, and was an early riser ; Pr.
Parkhurst, the plilologist, rose regularly
at five in the summer and six n the winter,
and in the latter season always made tus
own fire.—It isto the hours gained by early
tising that the world is imndebied for the ny-
merous volumes wiuch, within a few years,
huve ssued from the pén of Sir Walter
Scott.  Among the aucients, the names of
£ amer, Horace, Virgal, aud of sumerous
ou.er juets may be inscribed upon the listof
early risers.
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