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tipiu Turninog the creature over on its back, we noticeS ti hderneath it is c!esely covered'with tiny haira, which
>lcertain lights shine like poli.,hed silver, but in others51PPear of a duli grey. .The legs are six in number, but thealntenrime, lying close to the front pair, and almost equaliing

thenar in size, give the inseet the appearance cf having eight
legs, like a 'spider ; the front, pair are short aud rees uponthe vater at their tips, being extended beyond the heed,
Wherle they are extremely useful in securing prey ; the

1second pair are miuch the longest and constitute the rowing
organs...they are siender, and look like stiff bristles'benttwice atan angle; the third pair are similarly constructed,

bt, being shor ter, do not in any wey interfere with the
powerful etrekes of the othere, and are used as rudde?s.

The attachment of the rowing legsto the body, instead
Of 'being Placed uuderneath, as is almost universally the
l'as with Insecte, is thrcan weil out et the sides, a pecu-1aitY Which enables the littie rover to use its niuscular

Ilwer te the beat edvantage. The general appearance ofth reatur lot particularly attractive ; iu addition to

911es ofitscolurthevarious modifications cf itsb85 give iwheu off the water, an ungainiy aspect,W)ICi eena te suggest that the owluer cf sactelsender
O»pPelldageS ]muet havè an anious time cf it to guard tbem
f1'ur fracture; but Nature ie always prepered te saci ificeI b95Iice and aymumetry for the sake cf ittility. A close

IthePcto, however, reveals many points cf beauty hesides'al'very haire, notebly some coppery saies, dotted here
%rid tbere over the upper surface. The eyes are proininent,
&11 "0 doubt give their posseasor a wide range cf vibion,jt cf t 0 tly needs, for, living as it doea at the jountlion

of tl mdia t e exposed te the ettacks cf foes in the airaoeand in Ithe water benieath.

ý ý1I
Fig. 1. Gerria lacustrir.

OL ertidte live by sucking the blood cf other insecte~,cthe. van catch by pursuing and leaping upon theni.
On,,)I the water they peeses conaiderable saltatorial

iler> and when themeelves fleeing from their persecutors,

c~G0iarit . rowing does net effect their escape with
:ild 1t rapidity, they will expedite their flight by a e

~T eape..
IRr t Pecies cf the genus inhabit the freeh waters cf the

a i 8es, two cf thein eccurring only in Scotland. Thefi ge kincis can 'with fully outstretched rowing legs cover

ofrite 2l.cfater, and are gifted with propor-
%3drd~ Y 'pid powers cf locomotion. Like mncst of the
astil5 rodotica, ail the genus are gregarious, scores cf the
a , Sus Fing often seen dotting the surface cf a suit
t'O Xrne cf pond. Insectas8omewhat simriler are knewn

h0'tOn the surface of the sea, out i» mid-oceen, where,lt% i8 edj5 cf miles from land, they spend their whole liveil.with CujrO how very few insecte preper are asscae
cioe , thogh the fresh-water fauna le abundant.
'Ro8elbY allied te the Gerris group, but differing con-Yila appearance snd method of locomotion, ia theî

strange insect named Ilydrometra sta9norum (Fig. 2>.
This ie eue cf the narroweat ef ail British insecta, sud
reminda one cf the exetlc Ilwalkingatick insecte" eln a.
smaîl avale : its legs are as âine as haire, and even its
body, with a length cf half-an-inch, dees nct exceed, at ita
wideat part, eue-twenty-fourth ef an inch in diameter. lt
doee net jerk itself along atter the manner et a Gerris, but
actually weika or runs upen the surface of the water; it
le most frequently found close te the margin ef the pend,
'where iL alternates between land and water, equally at home
on both. lu consequence ef their extreme sienderneas,
they easily escape detection, and half-a-dozen may b.
wa.lking on the water, just under one's eyes, without b.ing
notjced et ail.

Fig. 2. Hydrometra atagnoruin.

This insect exemplifies a remarkable peculiarlty often.
met with amongat the Ilemiptera. lIt will be remembered
that the prcgress cf developwent in bugs is such that m*
quiescent pupa stage intervenes between the active larval,
forci and the eduit iusect; the pupa differs frein the per-
fect forci principally in the absence ef vinge, and fro.» the
larve in faint indications which tom a suggestion or
pr-omise cf those organe. Occasioually, however, the
ultime te forin does net acquire winge, but remains Ilun-
develcped,» thus greetly resembling a pupe, se inuch se,
indeed, as te have deceived entomologiste egain and egain,
until it wa discovered that these apparently immature
foris were 8exually mature, a condition that mey usually
be accepted as proof that an animal ha. reached its ultimate
state. In ail erders et insecte there are apterena forma, buti
the Hemiptera are specially iremarkrabie in two respecta,
viz., that there are varieus degrees of impertect develop-
ment in different species, ranging frein an entire absence
cf wings to their perfection in ail but some mnute part,
arid that t hese conditions prevail ini a large proportion of
sptecies. Out cf a total of 420 apecies et British bugs,
about GO occur more or leue icipertectly developed. Species
thus imperfect when mature, eccasionally, frein causes at
present undetermined, asume in certain individuels the.
cecipleteiy winged forci, but such instances are, ase a rule,
rare. The prtsent insect poasesses only the. niereast rdi,

m e n t e o f w n g @ . ( T o b e c o n t i nu d .)

Fig. I1-wîrewomm, xnaguified.

pig. 2.-Cick Beetie. Agriotes obscurus.
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