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have been a deluge without an ark  To
prevent so great a calami'y overtaking
the world, it was partitioned off, so 1o
speak, into continents and islands, into
nations and tongues, and these served
the same purpose to the world which the
water-tight compartments serve ‘o the
ship in cases of accident They were a
wise provision taken in prospect of the
world, which it was foreseen were to be
its worst days.

The division of tongues at Babel, and
the dispersion of the human family, we
are thus disposed to look upon as a sig-
nal blessing to the world—indeed, asthe
means in the hand of God of saving it
from ruin. These obstacles, it is true,
presented formidable impediments to the
spread of trath, and imposed herculean
labours of various kinds upon its fricnds;
but this evil was more than counterba.
anced, by the check which these same
obstacles oflered to the propagation of
those idolatrons and demoralizing systems
which existed in'the early ages,and ivhich
otherwise might have berome universal.
The dangerous period of the world was
thus got over.

.

But let us mark the wistom of Divine
Providence. Those barriers which, in
pursuance of a wise design, the Creator
set up at the beginning of history, ave
»ow in course of being taken down.—
They bave served therr end, and are no
Ianger needed.  The earth is rapidly be-
coming an extended plain, and mankind
one family and nation. Ot course, we
do i mean that it is literally so. Its
mountain chains are as lofty, and itso-
ceans as wide as ever. lts races are
as numerons, and its tongues as di-
versified as before. Bat while these
physical and e hnical barriers remain,
they no longer present insuperable
ohsacles to the intercourse or man-
kind. Art has gained a complete tri-
umph over them. It has levelled the
mountain : it has dried up the ocean. It
has brought nigh the most distant conti-
nents and islands, and it is kuitting to-
gether into one family remote nations
and races, by the ties of intelligence and
sympathy. The process waich is going
.on in our day is the very antipodes of
that which tonk place at the building of
Babel. In truth, we are now wi'ness ng
a restoration of the disaster which then
befel the world, and which was nor so
much a disas er as @ blessing, sceingz it
circumseribed error in those days when
crror was fav stronger than truth. Itis
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the reunion of the humin race which we
behold, aftera dispersion of four thou-
sand years. Thoueht begins frecly to
circulare throughou the earth,  Many
run to and tro.  And wnder the prnt-
ing press, and the namerous translatrons
it i3 daily casting abroad amorg man-
kind, the world is vapidiv becoming  of
one language and ot one speech” 1In
these events we hiear the first cchoes of
the predicted voice, % The voice of him
that erieth in the wilderness, Prepare yo
the way of the Lord, make straight in
the desert a highway for our God -~ Eve.
ry valley shall be exalied, and every
wountain and hill shall be «ade low:
and the cernoked-~hall be made straight,
and the rough places plain : and the glo-
ry of the Lord shall be revealed, and all
fleshshall seeir together : for the mouth of
the Lord hath spuken it”

CHAPTER IL.—MORAL OBSTACLES.

Let us mark, too, the profound wisdem
now so spparent, in delaying «ll our day
the full advent of the arts. Had they
carlivr reached perfection—had the first
ag s possessed the facilities for social in-
terccurse and the communication of ideas
which we enjoy, to what use would these
facilities have been put 2 Undounbiedly,
idolatry would have seized upon hem,
and wiclded them for its own extension:
and by their help it might bave so rivet-
ed ite chaing upon the neck of maukind,
that no after-effort could have sufficed to
break them. The tools which are help-
tul and beneficial in the hands of a man,
may nevertheles be dangerous and hurt-
ful m those of a ¢child  Ou alike princi-
ple. those all but omnipotent agencies
which have sprung into being in this lat-
ter age, were kept out of the way of <o-
ciety, during the period of its infancy
and inexperience, But now we think
the world may be safely enirusted with
these powers. Nay, we believe it will
be much the Letter of thewm, and that the
time is come when they will subserve the
very highest interests of mankind, and
prove as signal blessings as. at aw earlier
stage, they would have been curses to
the world.  We see the idolarries, once
so flourishing, nowstricken with age,and
ready to pass away. We behold truth,
which is of slow growth, beeanse destin-
cd to an immortal existence, wi h its pe-
riod of tull development and mature vi-
gour yot to come. Now it ie at thisjunc-
ture, when error s growing weak, apd
trath is only coming into possession of its
powers, that thesa new and marvellous




