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is cLiuToI1ndOd. Do not think thoir valde le to be underestimatod,
but their worth eortainly doponds largoly on not being car--ied out
implicitly to the lottei, at the oxpenso of the individuality of both
teucher and pupil.

Thore are three recognized systems or methods of teaohing the
first stops in reading; the aiphabotic, the phonie, and the word
method. The firsttwo are analytic; the alphabetic teaching lottors
as parts of printed words, the phonie teaching sounds as parts of
spoken words; the third, or word method, je synthotic, teaching
the word first as a whole.

The flrst stop in actual roading is the naming of printed words.
Now, in order to do justice to. the child, we must take the easiest,
shortest, be2t, and m iost natural way for him to learn tho name
of 'ie printed words. If lie loarni the, namos of the letters and
thoir sounds bofore ho cau tell what tho word is, ho bas a long,
liard, unnaturai way which is nA the best. On the contrary, the
printed word ie, in 'roality, an objeet; - t is an unknown objeet.,
IUiow does ho loarn the name of any other unknown object ? By
analysis ? No. 13y study ? No. By guessing ? No. flow
thon ? By boing told. Now, if tho natu.ral method of lemmning
the names o? objecte in gonoral li been corre--tly stated, it must
follow, if words are objects, thaï tho best method of loarning tho
names o? words has also boon stated.

lIn using tho word mothod there are a few things that go with
it wh;-h enhance itis worth as a method, otherwise it may prove
a very dry and injurions affair, and instead of being, like the
. traight lino, the shortest distance, it becomos, like the crooked
lino, tho lougest distance beitween twvo points.

The word in itself lias no attraîtion for the littie child, but is
rather repelling. No stimulus can be found in the atrange char-
acters t1hat compose t;- they look as niystorious to the chuld as
Egyptian hioroglyphics do to us. Thon*, to ovoreome this, assiet
the chuld over tho first and groatest difflculty. Do what lias
been done many timob befre-4reseat the objeet and give the
word, not with the lips only, but with the chalk also. Ris mind
is filled with interet for the objeet, and lias just rooxu enougli left
for tho iiew form, the word, to find a resting-place. in Lbis -way;
following the natu.ral bont of a fixed habit, associating objects wi-th
ideas, you furnibh the aeeessary simulus to enable the child to
take hold o? the word, for naiuirg wordr3 without ideas will. be

118


