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jects but ehildren. 1it has been said that child stnady is first
for the child, second for the teacher, and last and incident-
aiIy fbr science. It has bei_,n called the Copernican change'
of staudpoint in <education. It was the dawn of a new day
for astronomy when it was found that the sun and not the
earth is the centre of our system, it wiil be the beginning
of better things iii education wrhen every teacher fally reat-
izes that the chiid is the centre of ail his educational en-
deavour-the one object worthy iii itself, in relation to
wvhîch ail else is but a mea-ns. It is the idea of manv
teachers that their equipment consists in a stock of approv-
ed niethods wvhich are capable of universal application.
Child study breaks up this idea. The spirit of the teacher
is of far more value thaii his methods. The teacher who
pores over the child as over an absorbing book cannot fait
to be successful.

Chîld study revivifies' old truths. Many fundamntal
educational priuiciples have become so commonplace froin
repetition that they cioase to impress. What is more »fund-
amental, for example, thau the maxini, D)o yourself what
you would haive your pupils do ? aud yet how oft.en is its
importance entirely forgotten or imperièctly realized. But
the teacher who observes the activities of children wvil
never cease to be reminded ihat a great deai of their edu-
cation is obtained tlîrough imitation of hiniseif and al
about them. XViII he ever undervalue lis own influence,
theni,-the importance of being hiniseif what he would
have his pupils become?

Child study w'ill give continuai suggestion of method
both in teaciig and discipline. It will make the teacher
inuch more Bkilful in dealing with those ever-present prob-
lemis-the exceptionai chuld and the bad boy. It will cor-
rect fauits ni method: Is the teacher inclined to do too
mucli himself and leave too littie to the child'? The ob-
servations cannot fait to ixnpress upon him that In, many
cases he mnay step, aside and leave the resuit to, the child's
own activities. The teacher who lives in close communion
with the chiid vii1 possess a power of stimulatingr bis acti-
vities in a wray that leads to true development.

Chiid study will make the teacher much more skilful in
obtainingthe confidence of bis pupils. There is some-
tbing wrongrr iii the atmosphere of a home where the chl-
dreîî do uîot confide lu their parents; there is something


