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of Ohristianity lie will agree with us. Indeed. none are more pronounced iii
their admiration for the moral character of Jesus and the ethical code which
ho taught than many mon of the world. But when ive press theni to the
recognition and acceptance of the grp«it spiritual, trîîtx of the Bible-that
the very moral beauty of Christ, Hie sinlessnees wvas due to His Godhoad-
and that ail moral excellence in men must have its source in the regeneration
of the soul by the Holy Ghost and be sustaiaîed by a constant and conscieus
life hid with Christ in God, they draw back and say wve do not understand it,
and whiat we cannot understand we cannot believe. Nor, dear friende, can
we blame such men. No man eau believe what lie regards as an absurdity.
H1e may believe wh&t is absurd, but not as such. This, then, iLe juet what
the apostie says, "1The natural man receiveth not, etc., for they are focdisli.
iîess unto him." And more, they are flot only foolishness unto him, but
they cannot be otherwise than foolieh while hie 18 in a mere conditlion
of nature; IlneiLlher can hie know them, because they are spiritualty
discerned."

Youi vili observe, therefore, that the distinctive doctrines of divine revela.
tion can only be understood by lîim, who recoives the Holy Gliost, wheo
gave those doctrines ; or, in ot]îer ivords, that there must be a spiritual
discerniment or jtudgment in order fully to perceive and appreciate spiritual
truth.

In unfolding this pro: osition 1 wouid caîl attention to a geixeral principle
whîc' h I think ail will admit, L.e., that in order te understand and appreciate
any seheme or work, the goniue or spirit of that system or work muet imbue
us. That which is the animating diistinctive seul of the seheme must pelle.
trate and pc>ssess us. We must leara its secret, that ont of ivhich it sprang
and for which it exise, otherwise it remains au enigmna, sornething foreigu
te us.

1. Take the line of illustration pursued by the apestie hiniseif in this
chapter as elsewhere : IlFor what man kneweth the thinge of a nian save the
spirit of maxi which is in him V" How do men know eacli othcr? I answer,
it is by the possession of a conimon nature. It is by a oneness of nature
that men understand eacli other the world over and threugh ail ages. The
thoughts and feelings which animate one man's breast 611 the breaste of ail
inen. Here lies the foundation of metaphysice. As a science it je bufflt upon
the sameness and immutability of humai nature. Here ie the reasen cf
Shakespeare's gres.t popularity. Hoe se embodies the workinge of the human
]îeart that every man, of every age and cline, says, 'lThat is myself." This
is the reason of Bunyasî's ascendency over the Christian consciousness. A
tinker by trade, a preacher in a emnail neig-,hbourhood when thrown into Bed-
ford jail, he sisnply wrote eut of liii3 heart, and as hie threw the working cf
his own heart, like a true painter, upcn t'le canvass in a wondroue succession
of pictures, all yearning seule everywhere respend as they see their own con-
fluets and victories portrayed. In like manner was the power of Jonathan
Edvards as a preacher.

2. On the othier hand, it may be said, that thore is no real underetanding
between man and the brute creature. Tho bruite creature (aillowvertrdera cf
creatures) communicate among themiselves ; they have ivhat Mr. Ool-idge
exle instinct in intelligence, and they know each other so as te act inl
harmony. They have a comnmon nature. But ini vain raxi tries te learn
what ie in the brute creature, simply because tho great guif of a différent
nature lies9 betweu the twvo. 1

3. To recur te the illustratira~ from humian nature. While it is trueo tlîat
beýcaus9 of sameness of nature ini man, men universally nnderstand ecd
otiier in the great fundamental principles of our being, yet we do fiîîd persens
se eeparated by different temperaments or dispesitions as that in eensc thinigs
they are quite unable te a 'ppreciate one another's feelings and tastes. One is
se exquisitely organized i seul aud body as te respond te everythig bt-auti-


