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Ail the reasone for the -universal distribution of the Bible te whicli your
attention is now invitcd nxay be suînmed up in this one general reason: the
genuine, complete humauity of the book. 1 know, we ail know, that -the
Bible je Ilthe wvord of God." It is bis word trcly and fully because hie is
truly and fuily its«Author. \Vhenw~e get at its thit ught we have reached the
th aught of God ; whein we have breathed in its spirn t we iubreathe bis spirit.
God's heart is the heart of the Bible and its life je tte life eternal. We love
it as we love nature, because in it we hear the voice of our Father, see the
Father's faze, and feel hie heartbeats.

.,uet because it is thue utter]y divine it is alsio utterly human. Our
heavenly Father knows bis earthly chiidren better a thousand fold than tiiey
can know tiiemeelves ; better a thousand fold than even the great masters in
the interpretation of the human soul have ]<nown them. Not a spring in the
life of any one je hidden fromn bie view, not a hîuman possibility, whethier of
good or iii, can escape hie notice. Body, sbul, and epirit; individual, faniily,
and cornmunity ; the life that now is in tixne aud sense and that life which, is
to corne ini the eternity beyond; ail, ail this je clear to hie vision and facile
to hie exposition. Ris wvord ib a -%ord to mnan aud for mn. He undertakes
to find and fit the race, aud iu this undertaking hie succeede. In apeakilig
to mnu he bas spokea througli men. -Nor have the prophets been hie aierely
passive toole, conveying the divine voice as duznb, dead thingemr îlo
tubes. Into the inrmost being of men did the spirit of (,)d enter as au iii-
spiration of life, aud s0 caused their tougues and pens tu give out and sond
along hie words, aglow not lese with human than with divine life. l3efore
the tomning of thie Son of God, the light of heaven, ail huinanized in tlîis
passage , into aud througli human experience,came iii flashes aud gleame, iii
reflections and refractione. But when lie came who was himef the word,
"the briglituese of the Father's glory and the express image of bis persezi,"

there shone for nian and among men Ilthe Sun of Righiteousness," full-orbed,
the selid globe of pure white light. But even thoen this, tee, was a huîuan f
licght, for "'the Son of Godl" was " the Son of Man. » The word badl becoine
flesh and dwelt; amnong us. He .vas made like us in ail save sin. How
hunian was " the Man, Christ Jesus ! " human in body sud seul, in fori n d i
features, in Rense and spirit, in mnd and heart and will, in hie neede, bis'
sympathies, bis conditions, bis activities-hunian ini the totality of hies lifei
and relations, utterly, purely, niightiiy, niultitudinouely human-utterly but
net exclusively-for bie was as truly and purely divine as human. Se wasj
the pereonal word aud se aise je the writteu word. Because it je man's bck
complete iii a, genuine huuianity, we give it te men.

We oughit to, distribute the Bible becauee it is the iildiesl facter inaenntl
deveprent. No eue need tell us the value cf intelligence, of a mnd
thorougbiy disciplined, traiuedl te clear sud accurate and streng thinXng. I
Mimd has a worth which is ail its own. A richly cultivated mind ie the
choiceat of treasures. And when a whoie people are educated, intelligent,
aud refined, we bave that which, every man of sensù places far above the
wesitlî that'is nieasured ini termes of mnioey

Nuoiv it je cecrtain that the Bible is a raighty power iu awalieniîîg mind.i
Arresting the attention. even cf the littie child reu and engag"ing(, their intercet,
it keeps iLs hold. ou them througiî life. It gives themes for thought that arei
high and worthy. It reveals the value cf the seul as immortal, and se in-
ducce it te flud value ini something else than gold aud silver and lande. It
presses home aud keepe pre.sed hiomé upon the conscience the greatest ques-


