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THE BIBLE.
AN INSTRUCTIVE AND EL.OQTJENT SERMON DY REV. PATIIER

mILES, S. J, OP NEW ORLLEANS.

The spirit ot trutb, who procwideth tram the Father, he shal give
testimony ot me; aud you sbait give testimouy b. cause you are with aie
trom the beginunîg. -Jolin xv : 26, 27.

Our Blessed Redcemer is the inltLlliblo God and wvhile on
eaiîth tauoght with the fulliiess of divine author-ity. li1e could
then, without wronging us, cornmand that wve should aeccpt
lis doctrines baüder 1borfeituire of' salvation. But wvhon tho Son
of God wvent baclc to 1leaven, Hie must have left soute means
of pevpetuttting his doctrine, an-d extendirig the kçnowledge of
it to mankind, for it 'vere a blasphieiny to >,ay that goodness
itself and essential justice could condernn us, to endless toi-
inents because we lail1 to believe a d octrin e, or put it i nto prae-
tice, on accourît of our ignorance as to its being a, point cf Re-
velation. This mens of' spreaiding the religion of Christ, anfd
of acquiring knowledge ofwhat hie taught, is calied the rule of
faith. Catholics have always xnairitained this IRule of Faith to-
be the Chut-ch of the living God, commîssioned by him, to teach
Bis religion throughout the worlId and protected from erroî' by
the pr-omise whieh ho lias made to be with ber ail days even
to the end of time. uutside the pale of holy Mother the,
Clur-cy it is asserted, by those wbo believe in Christ, that

THE ONLY RULE OP EAlTEI SI TIRE BIBLE,
the whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible. The Bible, for
our separated bretîren is, self acerediting, and according to-
themt, ought to, bo freely read, as well as freely interpreted.
This question bas of late become one of gener-al interest, and
found its way into tbe public prints. For some time past the
nelvapapers, far and wide, have been airing certain theories of
th eir own wi th regard . to a n ew ed ition of th e Word of God ý
At sucli moments it is the duty of Catholies to give an account
of' the faith within them, and hence this morning 1 propose to-
speaki to you about the Bible. In language as plain as simple
as may be 1 will, show you. that, without soelvinge and in-
fallible authority to explain it,

TEE BIBLE, IN ITSELP, NEVEB. WA5, NOR CANNOT BE
oppointed by Gd as the rule of Faith. At the outset, dearly


