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find othier stios more independent of iocality or local emipirieisin, to siupply
the void. 1"ortunately tlie l5tIî Century, under the ].cad of Snell meni a.
Wolsey, Eramus and Thomas More, presented to the adoption of the -%iduwedl
ATMA MATER, their LITERiE IIIJMANIORES fortunatcly also Bacon, a geneori-
tion later, presýeuted lus new Pîîvsics to England and the 'World. Matho-
matics too, %vliicli cannot lie included under cither of the former, assumed a
new life in the 17tlî Centuiry; ami Moderil flistory, Gcology, and PQlitical
Economy entered later; thus to comupeusato the mnourning Mother, desertud
by Medicine and Law. Many famous sons have beeîî grauted te the Aima
Mater in these departmnents and glie, as a matter of' course, lias flounid lier
young -faimily every way more interesting and precocions than the establislied
brood of lier first rcaring. l)iviniity, it is to lie observed, the first-boria of'
Oxford, lias always retained thiere the riglits of primiogeniture : i:îdoeed t0
very r-nany, the University is best known as the ieadiing Seininary of tlue
Clmurch of England. 1 have not beeni able to place mny liauld, iii to the preý-
ent, on the relative number of lay and clerical graduates, -within aîîy giveil
period, say since 1662; it would lie a curious and noist instructive table, Io
compile or to consider; for I thîuk it must lie clear that the complexion of
modemr civilization fluetuates between tlhose two Iiies or dispositions ou mmiid
lay and clerical. WVhen flic centre of ail intelligence wa3 aniong the clergy,
Europe wore one aspect: when it shifted and oscillated betwieen. laity aud
clergy-uvhen thiere wvore as mauy seholars ont of erders as in; ivlieu, lastly,
thue preponderance of acquirement and information camne te be with thue cdui-
cated laity of tlîe age: in each of these stages of lmnan intelligence, the
Wrorid, our Wrld, wore a special aspect. 1 say niotluing as te the relative
mnerits of the two great, divisions of seholars-that is. net mny business nor is
,it my tapie; but it is only justice ta Oxford te admit that she hma shown us
ail, how ve niay be just te tlue ecclesiastical Order, part and present, without
being hostile or obstructive to the cause of lay enlightment, and the legiti-
mate influence of the laity, in the conduet of education. Before I dismiss
this part of the subjeet let me say moreover-in the spirit of Oxford, (I
trust)-that we are ail, it is te be feared, too apt Io underestirùate, what we
owe te the clericai centuries, of ivhich three fourtlis of the Oxford Collegezs
are standing mnmnents. Jndged by the anatheuna of ignorancee,-wliieh
only denser ignorance reeeivtes as true,-they were "d (ark ages." Ages of'
comparative darkness they, were, because the sun of science had not fully
arisen; but not ages of rnan-made darkness. Oh ne1 the stars were out iii
ail their glory; the moon was up, and sehelars labored as hard, and great
men eheered thein on as gencrously thien as -now. We blame them for net
doingr whiat we pretend we arfe dding-educating ail tlie people. Before paper
w'as invented; befere types were cut or east; before thue steam press waz-
dreamt of; ýwhen veilumi -%as as scarce and as precieus as goid-leaf;- whien a
rare book was -%omýt1ia King's-ransoin; ivlen libraries of a liundred volumies
were a luxury for a royal houseliold ; we blame those ages for net being what
our ages are!1 Let the devotce of his own day, «turui his eye towvards Oxford,
te flint tower upon the Ilsis, the studly of Friar Bacon glow'ing like a star iii
the niglit; aud lot 1M bare luis hcad in reverence at the sublime spect ao
carly science striiggling over every obstacle, rather than maise bis presump-
tiens voice in moekery, of the darkness of thc iiniddle ages.

1l have deeply te regret that 1 had not ime, whvlen on the spot, te i>
more than glance at the special aids'te study which are found ,at Oxford, sncbi
as thc Observatory, thc Botanie gardens and the Mnseums; but I Must add


