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plebiscite, Mr. Haldane points out that what we
have to deai with is a law of God and not of
mani, and accordindgly in such a matter a specir.l
duty and responsibility are attachied to the exercise
of the franchise. The argument so often urged as
a reas for taking a liberty with the Fourth Com-
mandmnent, that "lthe Sabbath was made for man
and flot mani for the Sabbatb," is shown only ta
justify acts of necessity or mercy, neither of whichi
can well be pleaded for the running of street cars
on the Sabbath day. The position which To-
ronto has taken on this subject in the past, instead of
being a reproach is regarded as an honor, and the
hope is cberished that her example may be so fêlt
over the whole Province that the Ontario Govern-
ment will stili more fullv and carefully guard the
Sabbath as one of the fundamental institutions and
guarantees of sound legisiation on ail other sub-
jects. IlWhile we protect the Second Table in
the interests of society by penai laws for.transgres-
sion, the proper maintaining of the first is essential
as the power and authority for their adjudication.
The idea that the march of civilization is tending
to disenthral mani from narrow,-minded restraints,
is not applicable to the law of God. It is essential
freedom. Its source and end is love. Our. advanc-
ing intellects should urge us the more ta clear the
way for a fualler development of its protective and
beneficial influence."

The pamphlet, if carefully read and reflected
upon, wiIl help to remove difficulties from the mind
of many on this ail-important subject. We shahl
only add in conclusion, that it has received the
hearty endorsement of the Rev. Principal Caven and
of Principal Sheraton of Wycliffe Episcopal Col-
lege, as a clear, fair and forcible presentation of the
Scriptural argument in defence of the Sabbath.

SA1)BA TH SCHOOL A ND W. C. T.U.
CON VEN TIONS.

IN addition to the first Dominion Christian En-
deavor Convention, held lately with such en-

thusiastic interest in the capital, two others were
heid last week of great interest, and bearing vcry
directly upon the welfare of the country at large.
These were the conventions of the Sabbath School
Association of Ontario held in London, and that
of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union held
at Pembroke.

It appears to be neccssary for those interested
and engaged in the samne work ta corne together
periodically, and the more that facilities for traiel
and accommodation multiply the more do such
gatherings increase i numnber and size. What
are ail the periodical meetings of religiaus bodies,
philanthropie, national or social societies, but just
conventions, though they may be called by other
namnes? It may be questioned if some of these
could hold together but for their meeting in large
bodies in une place from time to time. Conven-
tions, then, appear to be necessary, if flot indispen-
sable. They afford opportunîties for ail working
i a common cause ta see each other face ta face,

to kindie enthusiasm in the heart, to discuss
methods, to take stock and note progress or de-
dline. The social benefits of such assemblages are
by no means the least of ail that arise from them.
The cities and tawns where they are held are well
repaîd for the hospitalities which they extend by
an enlargemnent and enrichment of their social life;-
workers from the most distant parts of the same
country or from différent countries meet and by
mutual conference better understand each other's
plans, se cure greater definitenes in the objects
they pursue, and return to their several homes and
spheres of work greatly strengthened by having
felt, the mamentumn and swelling enthusiasm which
corne from numbers harmonious.v joined in pur-
suit of some great and worthy cause. We could
not now do without our conventions, or, to say the
ieast, many a gond cause which is to-day niarch-
ing on from strength ta strength, would, without
its periodical conférence or convention be great-
ly crippled and its prospects for the future be
blighted.

But for these gatherings the public generally
would have but little idea of-the numbers engaged
and of the wonderfuily varied forms which Chris-
tian, humane and philanthropic work is. in aur day
assuming. Evèn those who. are usually regarded
as Well inforrned in such matters, viill flnd cause for

surprise, when they-àsec hese maishalled together
anàd set down and reported upon in the écalumns of
a newspaper. Hlere alsa we zùay just ask aur
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readers, and aIl interested in the advancemcnt of
every goad workc, ta note how very much all these
conférences and every organization for human weal
owe ta the press. By their reports given in the
papers their influence for good is multiplied a hun-
dred or a thousand fold, and by it the feeblest
society in the most distant hamiet af the land is
brouglit within the influence, and macle ta feel ta
some extent the warmth and enthusi.'ýst that glow-
cd at white heat at the convention.

By way of illustration of these rei-. erks it cauld
nat but be noticed that the attendance at the Sun-
day School Convention included nat only mînisters,
eIders and deacons, women in no small numl.ers
as well as men, but people in aIl walks of social,
industrial and professional life, l'armers and
farmers' wives, leading members of the bair, and
members of Parliament, mechanics and men af
business al blended here in happy union, forgetting
aIl that separated them for a time, in the promo-
tion of one grand purpose. They afford the mosL.
happy and practical illustration of the truth that
Christians of every name and social condition are
really one in Christ; they supply the best answer
to those who are inclined ta, magnify the differ-
ences among Christians, and point to themn as*a
reproach.

To show the natural tendency af every good
work ta expand and branch off into inany channels,
every one more or less carrying wth it life and
blessing wherever it goes, we need only point to
the wvork of the W.C.T.U. which supplies a mast
striking illustration. Fram its flrst simple reference
to the putting clown af the liquor traffic, we now
find it engaged in "work among sailors," IIaciong
coloured people,"" among railroad men and shanty
men," "lfor prisoners in gaols," "lfor the police
and for Indians," Ilflower mission work," Ilwork
for Sabbath Observance," contending for «' purity
in literature, art and fashion," effort on behaîf of
94young women," for the teaching afi'«temperance
in the schools," IIwork at faits and evangelistic
work," and indeed it would be dîfficult ta name
any sphere of effort for good towards which the
hearts of Christian women do nat go out in the
way of practical help. Speciai interest wvas given
ta this meeting from the presence at it and power-
fui addresses given by Mr. Spence, secretary of the
Dominion Alliance, and of Miss Slack, secretary
of the worid's Wv.C.T.U.

The followig is a summary ai the report: Unions reportcd,
205; acuve Mmebrs, 4,585; honorary members, 491 ; union
mteeings, 27,19z ; public meetings, 5,485 ; Bands 01 HOPe, 84;
number of children, 6.005; cash received, $12,715-48 ; copies uf
report dibtibuted, 21 ; pages literature distributed, 193,107; col
Iecied for ATmenian Fund. $1.482. The tressuver's report airo,
considering the stritigent state of t'ýe money market, was mort en.

courag:ing, showing a handsome balance, $3,842-43, made up as
fol1o12: Total rcceiptr. $2,8çz.34; disbarsements. $1.687-39;
balance, Si,i6693; emergencv, $449,30; Youfflns' flâna, $972.-
26 ; lUMb2rMn'S fund. $35-75 ; total, $782.63 ; net balance,
$384-32.

Our limits wil not allaw us ta refer at length ta
the work of the Sunday Schoi Convention. The
subjects presented in the addresses given, their ex-
cellence, the discussions which followed, the actual
teaching done befare the convention, the enthusi-
asm which pervaded the large gatherings which
grew from day ta day, the spirit of liberality
shown, the presence of such able workers fram aur
neighbors an the other side of the line, must al
have exerted a most quickening and enlarging
effect, mentally as well as spiritually, which will un-
doubtedly be felt and seen ini the work of the
caming year. The Association was certainly for-
tunate in its last président, Mr. John A. Paterson,
and a better selectian ta 611l his place could flot
have been made than Dr. J. J. Maclaren, Q.C.

With regard ta Sabbath SchoI work on this
continent one fact anly may be mentioned as given
by Rev. Dr. Potts, that at the Boston Convention
it was shown that in Canada and the United
States there was a Sunday Schoal army number-
ing 13,033, 175 and that the increase in schalars for
the previaus year had been 1,337,972. What a
hast ! How full af hope and promise! Two sub-
jects germane ta the work and abjects af bath
conventions, and which evoked mucli enthusiasm,
were practically dealt with in the shape of resolu-
tions unanimously passed; namely, first, the ap:
proachîng plebiscite oôn Prohibition ; and in- the
Suiday Schoal C onference that of Sabbath observ-
ance. No two -subjects at the present. time are
engaging more anxiously the attention of Chris-
tian people in Canada than just these twa, and
bath have been:without doubt niaterially hýelpéd ta,
that cansu mmation which 'they 4.ài. hpe for and
wýith which the best'iinterests of aour ca4man coui-,
try are sa 0'closely bàùnd'up.

1Boohs alib f<iIacýaifes._
SELECT NOTES: A Commentary on the International

Lessons for 1897, inductive, suggestive. etc. By F.
M. Peloubet, D.D., and M. A. Peloubet. Boston,
Mass., U.S. : W. A. Wilde & Company, 25 Broàifield
Street.

This series of Sunday school iesson-belps bas attained
such a reputation for itseli 1that we need do littie more than
acquaint the public with thte fact that the volume for 1897
lia nov ptnbiished. It coutains ail those features of maps,
llusratirns. Indexes and well-considered, weli-sifted in-

formation on the lcsbons whlch have marked the precediug
twenty-twa volumes and made themn perhaps more exten-
siveiy used by Sunday school teachers than any other pub-
llshed on this side af the Atla..cic.

HEATHER FROM THE BRAE. Scottish Character
Sketches by David Lyaii. Toronto :-Fleming H. Reveil
Company.

This là; one af the cîas ai bocks which have af laie years
became sa popular, depicting Scattisb lige and chatacter,
especialiy Ill e among the lowly, with what are described ln
tbe Introduction as Il is eveyday heraisans, and its conse-
cration of thougbt and purpose ln the weil.îradden paths ai

manly duty and Christian living." It naturaiiy uuggests the
namnes and writings af Barrie and Maciaren, but this book
and its sketches dfler fram bath. Thereis not the vonder-
fully creative genlus af Barrie, Crockett, and Ian Maclaren
whlch bas given their characters suc. an individuality that
they are like real living beings, and their naâmes have became
hausehoid yards. The abject ai David Lyallinb vrlting i.
mare distitactiy religious than that ai the oathers we have
mentioned, and the sketches are pervaded througbout wth a
spirit ai true and devant piety whicb attracts and dceply
impresses the reader, andftes lm loto a pure and spiritu-
ally mast healthy atmaspbere. They show us ane af the.
hest ides ai -Scottish religious life and chîracter without
any exaggeratian, and one we think flot uncomman. Whllethe effect ai the book cannat but be good, the style is simple,
natural and attractive, and yau lay the wark down hoping
for and ready ta velcame more.

Bath Melba and Calvè have musical articles in the
Thanksgiving number ai the Ladies' Home journal (Novema:
ber,,in which the former deals wth a nunaber of mattetsinteresting ta vocal students, the latter speaking very highiy
af the atattaments and prospects ai Amerîcans generally in
the reaim ai sang. This issue is, as usual, anecialan engress-
ing character ; an Ideal magazine for women. Our feminine
readersvill be intperesttd in knewing that he vho bas niadt
binaseif peculiarly their editor, Edward W. Bok, was recently
married ta a d ogte f the publisher, Cyrus H. K. Curtis.
(The Curtis Pb Dsig Company, 421-427 Alch Street,
P'hiladelphia.]

We have long entertainedi the conviction that If aur posi-
tion were such tbat anly anc 6irst-class magazine was within
aur reach we sbould prefer Harjoer's Magazine toaail others.
ln nane afilis rivais lu there presented iuch a happy com-
bination af entertainment and instruction. In every number
are ta bc found appetizlng marsels ai haistoricai and blogra-
phical literature, while Its narratives cf travel and pieces ai
fiction are invariabiy ai the mast entertaining character.
Nat fargetting the sterling meit s af ather great magazines,
vs are distinctly a partisan af Iiaroer's. The November
nurraer fully sustains the usual hîgh standard. It has mere.
IV ta bc seen ta be appreciated. [Harper Brothers, New
York.]

There are tva features wblch strike anc instantly uapon
laaking througb the Remiew af Revpiews for Novemnber. The
political cantest across the aine is, oi course, ai dominant
Interest, but scarcell less attractive Is an article on Du
Maurier, illustrated by pictures fram bis pencil, the whole
being a grateful rerniniscence ai a distinguslred artlst. In
the former cannection most attention wîlt prabably bc given
by tht ba bughtful reader ta Dr. Lyman Abbat's articleSuMing rap the Vital Issues of 1896,"' while Ern est
Kuaufit bas, iln respect ta the latter, given a most unique
glimpse into the character and achievements ai Punch~s
cleverest Illustratar. W. T. Stead writes vitb characteristic
vigor an the Taiklsh question. (The Review ai Reviews
Company, 13 Astor Place, New York.]

Ernest IngerstI, a mane af considerabte promninence lu
American journalistic tanks, bas giver, ina the Century
Magazine far Navember, a very vivid description ai
"lEtectian. Day in New Yark." Te enable the reader ta
secure a luller idea af the events, a nunîber af wellexecuted
pictures are presented in that connection. Duncan Rase
discusses the question IlWhy tht Coniederacy Failed," at-
tributing it mainly ta thrce reasas-the excessive issue of
paper moDev, the policy of dispersion, and the neglect of the
cavalry. ' lCampaigning vlth Grant IIIs an article ai mare
than ordlnary Interest. "The Oiynapic Games ai 1896"1
are treated by their fonuder, Pierre de Coubertin. ,1The
Chinese ai New Yrk"I are dsscrlbed with great fidelity by
Helen 'F. Clark. [Tht Century Ca., Union Square, Nev
York.]

Ont ai tht mast interesting articles, where ail are ai
marked Interest, la Goàde>"., Magazine for November, is shat
an ','The Street Ârabs oa i Mchael Woolf." This title yl
canvey at; once, ta thase of aur readers passessiaig a knav.
ledge ai the pages af Life, an Intimatian ai hilarity and
langhter. Ta any vhajsave nat became fanillar vlth tht
vark af ithis veteran Illustratar no better apportunlty ai
beilnnlàg a pleasant acqualutance canld be vashed than is
bore precseated. The numerous acconmpanying illustrations
are characteristic ai the artist, and tht appended texts are
lntensely amusing, Anather article warthy ai note, and ont:
wich vili gîve tht reader soant dea,ai the dulies and per-
plexîties of thase who ondertake tht labars afIl educatlng
the peope" ad '"getting tht vote ont," ils that upon I"Con-
ducting a Natianal Camipl." [Tht Godey Campany, 52
Laftiette Place, Ne o Yak


