
blah 7th, 1894-1 THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

iieLord aili mi uptake," words wvhich the
great Father bas put inoaHis psaltcr ta com-
fort those who in His providence have been
dcpravcd of their natural guarduians, or what is
worse have guardians that are unnatural, and
that is but au instance af a whole c-lass, a class
in Nvhich rcierence .. made ta saine form
or other ai human experiena.e af a painlul
kind, a tlass sa maiuaciy divdcd that 1 be-
tieve here is ..ari..eIy a phase of human sur-
t ow whit.h bas not is oavn secaal word of
comfort but ta whir.h aur Hyannai Commatece
rias apparently bcen quite obliviaus. Mvy
cther re!e.-cnc.e là Io thie 9 4th Psalim wth it'S
arrefragable argument, II me Lard did plant
the car af man and hear tben shaih nat he,
He only formed the eye and then shali he nat
ciearly sec. He that the nations doth ç.orrect
shah ho not chastise you, He knowiedge unto
man doth teach and shah baimsell flot know,'
an argument before whicb, ta everv sincere
mind, ahi the systemns of athcasm, pantheiànm,
agnosticism, and sccpticusm ai evcry kind
tumble anto ruan lîke sa many structures of
cardboard, as they ail are, but an argument
iwhich the churcb in the wsdom of our Hymnal
Committee is no longer ta sing, although it
is worthy ai ber ioudest notes af praise.

Closing these general allusions, 1 would
cali yaur attention in conclusion ta tbis, that
the carmttee an ts slections seerns ta have
actcd an the principle af excluding as rnuch
as possible evetythang ai a denunciatory
nature. The instances that might beadciuced
are very many. As ta the wisdom aif the prin.
caple there is very rnanifest ground for ques.
taon. It is questionabie on the graund that
t s a certain sign ai church decadence wben

she says Peace,peace, and that in a hagh state
of spirituatlilfe the cburch wll ever îoyfully
sound this note oi warnang. It as objection.
able also in the face af the fact already refer-
red ta, that the N.T. bas put its imprimatur
upon the most denunciatory af ail the psalms,

Iand its objectionableness wîll further appear

opening line of the _36th Psalm, IlThe wicked
man's transgression." just sec tbeconcentrated
wisdorn ai that collocation of words. Sec how
any transgressor an a congregation sîngîng
that psalrn is transfixed with the thrust tbat
he is a wicked man. That is a conclusion that
many a transgressorand speciaiiy such as are
feund in congregatians, is secking eagerly
ta avoid. But here, before he is aware, it is
tirust upon him and that by an authority which
he dare not dispute and witb special emphasis
wben part af the praise ai the whole congre.
gation. And still again is it thrust upan hum
when in the foloing verse be finds that the
failure ta sec bas transgression as a fruit
of wickedness is the sîgn of a moral blind-
ncss wbich alone makces his self.flattery pos-
sible, but whicb will be compietely dissipated
by the manifest hatefulness of bis sin. Wbat
a course ai instruction for a man ta be put
througb during the singing ai tht psaln. iBut
abat instruction and a good deal more is,in the
wisdorn ofaour Hymnai Committee no langer ta
bc cnjayed, establishing the position *bat
in the selections tbemselvcs we bave a strik-
ing proof ai the unbecomingness of the at-
tempt ta make slections from the inspired
psalter-.a proof which will rernain in full force
whoever may make the selectians and kow-
ever extensive they may bc. Hence, on this
and the variaus grounds statcd, 1 ask the
Presbytery ta express its entire disapproval
ai any attempt ta make selectians front the

jpsalter and its conviction abat a profound pro-
picty dcanands the retentian af the wboie
psalter as a medium of the praise ai the
churcb.

WHERE TUE DIFPJCULTY LIES.

In a letter au yuur paper af january 24tb,
1 cad thîs senteuce, IlHave we " reierring
ta the merabers ai aur awn Presbyterian
L.hurcb> " been gavng as we have receavcd e(
Tficre as but ane answer can be gaven ta that

luifil their duty aiong thaslianc, but taking the
church as a wbole, mve certainly are flot gavîng
a., %ve receive. If tich andivadual member
gave according - as God bath prosperid"
him, and in proportion ta the Bible standard,
and did this reguiarly, systemnaticaliy and per.

jseveringiy, there would bc no sech de ficits as
wc hear a£ Instead ai retrenchanent we

would be planning new %,nrk, cntering upan
new filds, wbere as yct the sound ai the
gospel message has neyer been heard. The
wark at home wauhd be praspering, our own
hearts woula c ss burdeaied, marc filicd
witb joy and peace. We mugbt bave saime
àur-h expericoces as athe people ai Israel in
Davds ime, wb.n we are told, " the people
reaoi--cd for th.at they oflered wilingly, be
-.ause avth petifec.t heart they offered w*.l.ingly
tu the Laid.' O1 the promise in Malac-hi
iii. tu, maghs be fulraled an us. A-, e çh ir.là. we

have nevai pruved t/uit promise. Giving is a
Christaun gidic. [n -,ad Corinthans, the 8ah
t-bapser, l'aul, aiter exprcssing commiendatian
of thu MýaLedonidn iLhurt.h fat their liberality,
gaves tbis tounisel ta the Ct.rinthian cburch,
C. berefore ab ye abound in cv.erytbing, in
faith, an utteranLe and knowiedge, and in al
doligenLe, and in your lave ta us, sec that ye
.bound lanthés gtà.e %Iiso." Paul scems ta
anler ibas ihey need ta ha spe.ially watchful
lest tbey (ai here. He does flot aant tbemn
ta bce satisfied witb srnaii. tbîngs. but ta
"ahound an ibis grace," ta show their loyal

devation tu the cause by generous gifts. This
grace ai givîng is anc ai the distinguishing
traits hy which Chrîstians are ta show be-
iora the world their lave for the Master and
sheir baude and assurance that Ha, and Ha
ahane, cao taise men from thear sinful, fallen
condition and save thein eternaliy.

There is fia douht that the lack ai this
grace in many af tbe professed fohiowers ai
Christ causes worhdhy men ta sacer and ta ex-
press doubts i, atet al,é Christaanity is ai sucb
paramounit importance as we dlair it is.
There as fia other way ai salvîng the money
question and endîng the difficulty but by the
cburch waking up ta ias duty, and eacb in-
dîvîduai doang bas or ber share. The poor
must nos depend on the rich. The ricb must
flot shark, the added responsibiity wbîcb
wealtb brîngs. " Every man shaîl give as ha
as able, au-cordang ta the biessing ai the Lord
thy God wbach Ha bas given shee-" There
as a story toid af Daniel Webster. Ha was
asked what was the mast amportant thought
thas had ever passedl througb bis mmnd. is
answer was, «' my personai responsibility bc-
fore Gad." Would is flot ha well (or each
ana ai us ta cansider weii "bas is aur persan-
aI responsibiity hefore God in this matter ai
giving for the bonor ai His cause and the
spread ai Hîs name over the whaie world.

TE.RM fELDERS.

Sir,-The distinction cornmoniy made bc-
tween mînisters and eiders is flot a proper
anc. We may as weil speak ai officers and sol-
diers. Ministets are th:mnseives eiders. Tbey
oa oniy "ilabour in she word and doc-
trine," but aiso rule. Those comrnlny caihcdl
eiders, do only the latter. But, for the sake
ai convenience, 1 shall here foiiow the multi-
tude, anad use the word léeiders" as meaning
those wbo only rule.

Some advocate the appoinsment ai eiders
for or.ly a terra, which, oficourse, can ha te-
newed. Now, it as quite troc that their ap-
poansment for lie bas difficuliis connecsed
witb it. But so alsa bas their appainsmens
for oniy a terra, as it appears ta me.

Eiders appointed fat only a tarin wouid be
an a diffèrent position in the church (tain that
an wbach they now ara. We believe that there
is scriptural warrant for the office ai the eider.
We believe that ha should ha ordained ta bis
office. We do flot believe that the eIders
whomn Paul lais Titus an CraSe to ordaîn, were
onîy ministers. Nor 1 do flot behieve--as
naany do-ibat shete is saine mystariaus virtue
an ordination. I believe that it is simply a
saien manner ai sesting ana apatt ta asacred
office. Stahl, therc as sornethîng in it. One
who bas been ordained stands in a dafferent
position front that in which ha did before.
The prancaple on avi- as iounded the popish
maxîm, "once a priest, always a ptiest," is
an excellent ana, though the papists carry it
out to fat. [t s this- what is given ta the
Lord cannot ha taken froin Him. We act an
as an aut awn deaiings with aur fllow-rnen.
If!1 maake anaaprescrit 1 cannet justly take
it from in a. It is aisen said that eIders are
iaymen and therefore they repretent the can-
gregation. I âeny that tbey are iaymcn.
They have heen ardained. The two parts ai

the term 1' ordaincd iaynien" ~ontradi.t ea.içh
other. One may as wcll speak ai a iay min
ister. Of course, if anc is appointcd an eider
only (or a tcrm, when that term exapires, un
lcss he is re appointcd, he accupies no higbcr
place in the cburcb than he did belote, as is
the case avith the Moderator ai any ai the
three bigber courts ai aur church in like Jr
cuinstances. Now, wouid it nat be out ai
place ta go througb tha solcmn, thaugh simple
ceremony ai ordaining one ta the eidcrsbip
for enly, say, five ycars ? Well, il eiders are
nat ordnined, there will be, ai course, aniy the
minister in the session who is ordained. Put
is it flot cinrary ta air views nf scriptarcabat
the tcaching eider sbauld ba ordained, but
flot the merely ruling anc? Again, if there
bc deacons in a congregation they musa bc
ordained. On that point scripture is perfect
Iy clear But the ruiing eider bas a higber
place than the deacon in the :hurch Then, if
the lowcr office bearer must be ordained, s0
aiso must the highcr. The fohlowing is cer-
tainhy flot in barmoüy %witb scripture-tbe
teacbing and ruiing eider ordained ; the mere-
iy ruiing eider unordained ; the dca-on or-
dained.

As 1 bave already said there are dilicuities
connected avitb a liie-service eidership. But
it seems ta me tbat there arc vcr seriaus
difficuities connected witb a term-service ana.
These 1 have endeavorcd ta paint out. 'ae
must expecita find defects in everything with
which man bas ta do.

1 wouid anost respectfuliy make thîs sugges-
tion. Le.t a certain number of the eiders in a
congregation serve in turn for a certain period.
There seems ta bave been an arrangement
like this for the priests under the iaw. Weare
toid that Zacharias, the father of John the
Baptist, wvas executing the priest's office be-
fore Gad in the order ai bis course, wben Gab-
riel appeared ta bim, and that as soon as the
days of bis ministrations were accomplished
be dcparted ta bis awn bouse. According ta
the plan whicb 1 have suggested, ana '« once
an eider" would bc " always an eIder." There-
fore, be could with ail propriety bc ordained.
But be would nat be always in power. For a
time he would be, in effect, the vcry saine as
if he were in a new congregation ai wbicbh h
ivas flot an eider. Changes mîght then be
introduced wbich couid flot well be introduced
if be vere in power.

For the sake ai those who have flot fully
considered the matter, I1'vould, in a word or
twa, show the difference between a term eider-
sbip and a term, pastorate. An eider is fiat
called toanad appointed ta labour in a con-
gregation as a minister as. Wben an eider
ceases ta be an eider in a congregation, be
does flot nccd ta leave it. But when a min-'
ister ceases ta ha tbe pastor ai a congregatian
he, as a rule, bas ta seek another field of lab-
our, if he bas not found on,: before.

T. FENWVICKC.
Woodbridge, Ont.

Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon publishes in The
Sviord and Trowd ( or February, an extracs
ai a letter from a massianary in japan : " You
will be giad ta know that 1 bave commanced
ta translate the lie ai dear Mr. Spurgeon anr
ta Japanese. I arn aiso desirous of carrying
out my original intention ai publisbing anc af
the sermons eacb week. 1 think thas aillaur
native preachers in this country would be giad
ta subscrabe for thcm, were they thus made
available in thear awn language'

The new Year-Book <Cburcb ai Scotland)
shows that thera are stahl about 4oa parisb
manisters (out ai a total of some 1,700) who
receive less than £20o a vear, and that, an the
other hand, there are about a dozen who te-
ceive (rom £Saa ta £t.oao. The best paid are
Dr. Donald Macleod, ai Good Words, who te-
ceives £i,ooo ; Dr. Macgregor, who reccaves
£9.5o, wvith a manse ; Dr. Macgregar's cal-
heague, Mr. A. W. Walliamson, who receives
£95o0. and Rev. J. R. Wilson, ai Hawick,
who receives,£936.

An Ainerican contemporary computes that
there are about seven bundred womcn dactars
at the prescrnt time practising in Russia.
Many ai these occupy important positions an
bospatals and worichauscs. The remunera-
tion for those different posts varies froin about
.£2oo downwards. So fat as private practice
is concernçd, there is ane woman dactor who
makes an incarne oai ,Swa per annumn-a
phénomenallygood record. Buttbe average an-
caine of the worn medacal practasioner an
private practice is something under £300 a
year.
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by bysteinasic bencticence, we understnnd

îbc givaag ai a stated and regular portion ai
out means for relagiaus and benevoheot pur-
poses. The general adea as ihat we sbauld
gave, ot on impulse, but according ta a wehb-
defined and ardetly plan. This as a subhect
ta avhicb the iable devotes considerable at-
tention, and yct as as anc whach many people
fasi ta undcrsiand, or worse stl-do nos wish
ta undcrsaand. It as a'ery Unfarîunate that thas
should ha the case, hecause i ail wouhd gave
aL.cording ta the bcriptural methad, ahen they
thcmselves would bc the heter for as ; sherc
would ha abundant meansior carryang on althe
work an whicb the chnrcb as engaged, and
many collectors wauld ha spared a mass daffi-
cuit and dîsagrecable task.

The Word ai God enjoins mca ta give
cbeerfully. -"God loveîh a cheerful gaver "
01-a Cor. lx. 7). When a cup ai cold water as
given ta a disciple, it should not hcalalowed
ta drap (romn the end ai an icicia±. The Bible
also enjoins men ta gave regulariy. On the
ltrs, day oh the week tbey shoaiid present their
afferangs (a. Cor. xvi. 2). Tbey shouid also
gave with a set purpose. 1'Evcry man as ha
purpasetb an bas heart, so bat biim give" (i.
Cor. lx. 7). It is as much a duty ta purpose
ta give as as is to give wbat bas been purpos-
cd. Gavang shouid not ha donc grudgingiy.
If a man gaves a lttie, and gives thas littie
grudgingly, ha just cammits twa sins-a sin
ai omnission and a sin ai commission. Ha
omits to gave as ha ougbt, and hc shows bis
temper as ha nught flot.

llow mach should ha given ? Onc-tensb.
Il a mans ancome is $200 a csbould give $20a;

i $400 ha sbouid give $40. Some people pro-
pose ta gave two cents pet week ta missions.
No fauls can ha found with that proposai, pro-
vaded the marc weaithy gave the balance of
thear duc ta other religious and benevoieteŽ
purposes. Even helore the iaw was given,
Jacob promised ta giva one-aenth ta Gad 'Gen.
xxviii. 22). Up tilb that period in Jacob's
lie there wvas lîttie an bis character ta corn-
mend. Ha bad rnanifested a greedy, grasp-
ing disposition. But ilihc, witb ail bis mean-
ness, promased to give one-tenth ta God, the
Christian to-day shouid sureiy ha willîng ta
give an equal proportion. Wban the iaw ivas
gaven il was definitaly stated that God requit-
cd one-tentb. That rula aas navet abrogated.
In the last message thas came ta the Jews we
find shese words, " Bring ye ail the titbas in-
ta the store-bouse."

Some people abject ta abis rule now, be-
cause thcy say we are living, nos under the
iaw, but under the Gospel. Is that a reason
wby iess should ha gîven ? Wc are certaaniy
enjayang marte îaghs and greaser priviieges
now shan the Jew ever enjayed, and if that
argument proves anything, it proves shat we
shauid ha willing ta give nos less, but more
than was given by the Jews.

One reason why the tishe should ha given
is that God prornised temporal hlessings on
that condition. "1I will rebuke the devourer
for vaut sake, and ha shail no mnore destroy
the fruit ai vaut ground." One ai the hast
cures for bard sines is ta honor God hy aur
contributions. Mr. Thomas Kane, ai Chi-
cago, trîed t and was more than satisfied
wtb the experiment. Ha urged others ta try
is ; they did sa, and were elualiy well satis-
lied (Luke vi. 38 ; Prov. Xi. 24).

Another reasan wby we should give ait Ieast
a sentb, is that spiritual blessings are, promis-
cd on that condition (Mal.i. io1.i2). The
varions Boards ai autr church are .rippled ha-
causa means are not forthcomiog futcarryingon
the work. It as said that there is ikaiy ta ha
a serions deficis in saine departinants this yaar.
Such wouid notbe the case if Christians conti-
huted accordîng to the mIle laid down. lu-
deed, then, thesa boards would ha able ta mecs
their presens oblugation, and aven greatly
extend their work, and in proportion as the
work is extended wiil the chuých as borna
receive a blessing.


