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Bishop Brooks has gone to heaven,said
a Boston lady to her little five-year old
daughter. ‘ O, mamma,” replied the lit-
tle girl, ‘“ how happy the angels must be.”
That was perhaps the highest eulogium
passed upon Phillips Brooks.

Professor Briggs is credited with say-
ing that if Christ should come to the
world now he would not be any better
received than he was two thousand years
ago. Something would depend on the
part of the world he came to. Should he
come as a carpenter to those friends of Dr.
Brigg’s in New York, who estimate the
worth of a pastor by the wealth of the
congregation he preaches to, his reception
would no doubt be somewhat cold.

A farmer writing in The Globe says
that a certain wealthy manufacturer of
agricultural implements instead of endow-
ing a University chair and building a
grand hall in the City of Toronto should
build a wing to one of the lunatic asylums
for the special accommodation of farmers
who support the present tariff. That
farmer should have a seat in Parliament.
If he can make points like that one often
he would be a grand man to enliven a’de-
bate on the tariff.

Commenting upon the frequency of pas-
toral changes The Interior says: What
is needed is a return to the true pastoral
idea. The people should, if they desire to
g0 to heaven, take their pastor as their
spiritual guide, confide in him, love him
for his works’ sake, and because he gtands
in Christ’s stead to them, as Christ’s call-
ed and sent ambassador. There is no re-
Iation outside of the family so helpful, com-
forting, cheer and joy giving as that be-
tween pastorand people. We lose a
large element of the comfort of Christian
" lile by neglecting it. If you would en-
Joy your pastor’s ministrations, give him
your heart.

That is good, old fashioned, orthodox
doctrine. If many people exerted them-
&elves half as much in the way of helping
their pastor as they do in trying to effect
a ‘“change” they would greatly benefit
themselves and no change would be
thought of.

There are two stalwart Presbyterians
on the bench of the Supreme Court of Can-
ada now—Mr. Justice Patterson, one of
the founders of Cooke’s Church, Toronto,
and Mr. Robert Sedgewick who was ap-
pointed last week. Mr. Justice Sedgewick
is a son of the late Dr. Sedgewick of Nova
Scotia and brother of the honoured minis-
ter of that name so well known in our Gen-
eral Assembly. Should Dr. Sedgewick be
appointed Moderator of the General As-
sembly in June, as most likely he will be,
one manse family will have its full share
of honours and another nail will be driven
in the coffin of the old slander that min-
isters’ sons never amount to anything.They
amount to a great deal in Canada at the
pregent time. Three of the judges at Os-
goode Hall are ministers’ sons and at the
bar they do more than hold their own.
‘We congratulate Mr. Justice Sedgewick
most heartily on his well-deserved promo-
tlon. Nova Scotia boys are brainy.

A paragraph is going the rounds in
which it is stated that Dr. John Hall’s con-
gregation made a collectiap of $10,500 for
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missions the other Sabbath. That sum
looks generous but considering the size of
the pile it was taken from it is nothing
to write about. One of the Harriston con-
gregations gave nearly half that amount
in & collection a few Sabbaths ago and we
venture to say there are fifty men in John
Hall’'s Church any one of whom is worth
more money than the whole town of Har-
riston would bring if put up at auction
with one of the neighbouring townships
thrown in. The liberality of a man or
of a congregation should always be mea-
sured—not by the amount given, but by
the amount left after the gift is made.

The statesmen of France are chiefly en-
gaged in putting one another in prison.
'The statesmen of Germany are increasing
their standing army and making prepara-
tions for the butchery of some of their
neighbours. The statesmen of the neigh-
bouring Republic—or some of them—are
making trade regulations that do not seem
any too friendly. Most of the others are
deviging measures to enrich the powers
that be and oppress the people. While
all this is going on Gladstone is risking his
life at eighty-three, and the life of his
Government to give Ireland a constitution
that he honestly believes will bring peace
and prosperity to that unhappy island.
Who would not rather be Gladstone even
if he fails, than any other statesman in
the world ? Gladstone even though wrong
on Home Rule Is the grandest man on
earth.

Now that Home Rule is to the front
again we shall be asked to believe that
the United Presbyterians and Free Church-
men of Scotland, the Nonconformists of
England and the Dissenters of Wales have
combined to crush the Protestants of Ul-
ster and put them under the power of
Rome. We shall also be asked to believe
that Salisbury and the bitter, exclusive,and
often' tyrannical Episcopalains by whom
he is mainly supported are the only real
friends of the Ulster Presbyterians.
Stories of that kind are believed only by
those who want to believe them. Salis-
bury’s love of Ulster may be shown.by
the fact that six hundred Episcopallans
hold Government offices in Ireland and
nineteen Presbyterians. If anything more
is needed read his furious speech delivered
the other day on disestablishment in
Wales.

The following paragraph from Mr.
McLeod’s sermon will touch the heart of
many an old friend who knew how con-
scientiously the venerable Doetor Fraser
always did his work :

‘“ Some months ago, when parting with
him before going to attend the meeting of
the General Assembly in Montreal, he
spoke as if we might not meet again, and
among other things saild : If you are called
upon to speak of me after I am taken
away, see that you do not speak of me
in terms of praise! Because when I look
back upon my life I see it to have been
marked with many imperfections and I do
not deserve praise for anything I have
done.”

What a striking contrast with the men
who begin every sentence by some reference
to what “I did.” We happen to know
of another venerable minister—one of the
most honoured, influential and useful that
ever served the Presbyterianism of Canada
—who modestly refused material for a
sketch of his life In almost the same lan-
guage as that used by Dr. Fraser. Vanity,
egotism, self-consciousness and invincible
cheek were not the qualities displayed by
Dr. Fraser and the gentieman referred to.
They were so far behind the age as to be
modest !

A sign of the times is the defensive, apol-
ogetic and wavering tone of the Finance
Minister of the Dominion in delivering his
budget speech. The old defiant air of the
government is gone, gone mainly because
public opinion is changing, and because
Mr. Dalton Mc¢Carthy and the other sup-
porters have had the courage to take an
independent position on tariff matters.
A venerable minister once said to a young
brother who had gone into the pulpit
with an air of triumph, broken down in
his sermon and had come down with his

lip hanging, “If you had gone up as you
came down you might have come down as
you went up.”’ If the Finance Minister had
not been so bumptious a few years ago
he might not need to be so apologetic
now.

We have just read an excellent sermon
preached by the Rev. D. D. McLeod on the
occasion of the death of the Rev. Dr.
Fraser. Mr. McLeod does two things re-
markably well. His discussion of the
difficulties, privations, and discourage-
ments of a faithful pastor labouring ina
small rural charge, is true and sympathetic
and will find an echo in the heart of every
pastor who knows what it is to endure
isolation, lack of help, lack of sympathy,
lack ol adequate support and of a score
of other good things enjoyed by the pastor
of a large city congregation. The sketch
of Dr. Fraser's life and the estimate of his
character and work are also true and
faithful. Altogether the sermon is whole-
some and stimulating and contrasts most
pleasantly with the fulsome post mortem
panegyrics that too often pass for funeral
Sermons.

A good many people are beginning to
agk il Mr. VYan Horne and his company
rule this country. Of course everybody
knows that Van Horne is king irom Winni-
peg to the Pacific, but everybody is not
quite prepared for his reign in Nova Scotia.
That he is in or behind the company that
has secured the principal coal mines of
Cape Breton is generally understood and
nobody seems to be sure that he has not
designs on one or two of the Provinces
down by the gea. Ifow would it do for
everybody to stop talking about constitu-
tional government, responsible govern-
ment, annexation, independence, Imperial
Federation and all that sort of thing and
allow Van Horne to ‘“run’ the Dominion
a few years on purely business prineiples.
One thing is clear. He and his assoclates
have made the Canadian Pacific Railway
one of the most successful concerns in the
world. Perhaps he could make the coun-
try a suceess. too. But seriously speaking
we need many Van Hornes rather than
fewer. That is to say, the country needs
more ofi his splendid business ability and
less party.

—

A PROTECTIVE TARIFF IN ITS
MORAL ASPECTS.

In their wide sweep morals embrace
every department of life whether private
or public. No one will deny that the com-
mercial legislation of a country has many
and important relations with morals and
ought in every case to be regulated by
just and sound moral principles. Much
is said and heard just now on the tariff
question both in Parliament and out of
it, but little or nothing is sald about it
from a purely moral point of view. This
is one which a religious journal may well
discuss, for the province and duty of such
a paper is not simply to furnish items of
ecclestiastical news,extracts from sermons,
and good religious reading generally, but
to help every cause or party seeking to
extend and build up righteousness and
truth and permeate the body politic with
their spirit .

A few quotations from speeches on the
tariff within and without the walls of Par-
liament, and from articles in the press, will
help to show at once the moral character
and bearings of a protective tariff where-
ever it exists. “ It carries on some kinds
of business at the expense of the great
body of the people; leads to combines;
creates unnatural barriers in the way of
trade between different countries.” ¢ The
farmer is oppressed for the benefit of a
few manufacturers.” ‘It is legalized rob-
bery.” * Behind tariffs vested interests
are likely to entrench themselves to ad-
vance their own interests to the injury of
the country.” *‘ Of the duty paid on bin-
der twine only $7,932 went into the treas-
ury of the country, and $94,755 went in-
to the pockets of the monopolists.” ‘“Only
$1.00 went Into the public treasury for
$20.00 that went into the pocket of a
protected manufacturer and member of a
combine.” “ It lays a heavy burden upon
a single special portion of the people. By
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means of a protective tariff provision is
made for organized political corruptlon-”;
“ It promotes exorbitant duties and com:
binations.” * Tariff reconstruction would
do much to promote peace and good W
between the United States and the res¥
of the world.” *“It encourages private.
interest and greed.” ‘A ffscal syste®.
baged on injustice to the class which PFO.
duces the wealth of the nation cannot e
a benefit to any one.”

These are the statements of men s0®®.
of whom are and have always been OF
posed to a protective tariff, and of somé
who have not only been in favour of it
but even taken credit for it, as it existé
amongst ourselves, who are yet to som®
degree in favour of it, but who from f'he;
practical results which they mnow 8€0
flow from it, and it is to be feared fro®
the history of protective tariffs must 8"
ways and everywhere flow from them,hav®
been constrained by facts thus to speak-
This is unfortunate for the tariff.

The first thing which strikes one B
these statements about a protective tarifls
looking at it from a moral point of views
is their agreement as to its manifest and
gross injustice. Itis not simply an inck
dental defect of such a tariff that it Is u®’
just. It is to be feared, it is affirm-
ed by the opponents of it, that it belong¥
to its very nature, for in the nature Of
things it can directly benefit only a ver¥
few classes in the whole nation. 'This 18
all that the framers of such a tariff ever
claim for it. Until protection reaches an
benefits all, every class, it is manifestly ud*
just. It is eald that it benefits IndF
rectly those whom it does not benefit dF
rectly. But the many in Great Brital®
and the United States after long exper”
lence have pronounced this pretended 17
direct benefit a delusion and so have
condemned it, for the reason that it 108"
not benefit them. In this country alsos
although slowly, the mass is beginning t0
find this to be true. If then a pro
tective tariff can only benefit a few at the:
expense of the many, and it may justly D€
questioned if in any large and worthy :
sense it benefits even the few, it must P®
unjust and therefore a violation of soul‘d
and true morality. And further, the tend
ency admittedly of a protective tariff ¥ .
to make the few whom it benefits fewer
still because of its tendency to encouragé
what have come to be called, combines-
The recent history of tariffs has show?
this to be unquestionable. Conspicuous”
ly has it beemn 80 in the U.S8. and ouf
protected interests are learning the lessoB
and following the example set the®
with an aptitude and fidelity which would
be commendable were it not so fraught
with danger. For unadulterated, shameé
less, cruel selfishness, greed and rapacity
in their most aggravated and exasperating -
form commend us to a combine. If there
s anything more unchristian or even antl .
christian than another, and therefore, &
violation of morality, it is this spirit 0"':
unmixed selfishness which a protective
tariff both arises from and to the utter:
most fosters.

Nothing in the indications of Providenc®
can be plainer than that it is for the beneflé-
of mankind In every way than that the¥ -
should freely trade and exchange commod”-
ities with each other, and so the abu®
dance of one part of the earth or the 8%’
verior skill of one part of the human 8% .
ily make up for the lack of some othe’.
part and so the happiness of all be promot
ed. A protective tariff raises up barrief®.
in the way and so counteracts this cleaf
design of the Creator, and the more pro”
tective it is the greater the number and
difficulty of the barriers which it raises-.
These tend to multiply indefinitely and
greatly to gggravate the causes of irf)
tation and ill-feeling between nations and
to lead to war and bloodshed. Surel¥
everything which tends to alienate natioB®
from each other, to increase mutual nat”
reds and the risks of strife and war i8 ‘?5
be not only deplored, but must be wron8.
and dangerous in ite moral character.
there is any connection whatever betwee? .
morality and patriotism, it would. be 8.
libel upon patriotism to say that a Pro,
tective tariff is a patriotic thing. The’;'i;i.
observatione on the moral aspects of &'
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