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UNION 1'

IiY KNOXONIAN.

It is a very difficuli thing ta bring an effusive arganic
unionisi down ta bard pan and gel him te say exactly what
he thinks would be gained by union oi aIl tht denaminatians.
Iike somre cf the gaod people who shaut Ilglnry," Ilglary "

at camp-meetings, he bas an imita that it is a prnper thing ta
shaut Ilunion," "lunion," but he is not vcry clear as to wbat
union means or wbat union would do.

There is anc kind af arganic unionist, bowever, whin crnmes
down tu business in a way we can ail understand. %Ve mean
the econamic unianist, who centeamis that moncy would be
saved by uniting tht denuainations and shutting up two or
three churches bere andi there throughout tht country. This
position is unassailable. Maney wauld be savemi by shuîting
them ail up. If the main thing is te save money, ther the
tewer churches we have open tht better. Tht Presbyterians
of Montreal might save a large sum annually by turning in
wiîh our Jesuh t riends. Two or three Preshyterian congre-
galions in Toronto mighi close their places cf worsbip, pay
off their ministers, and fiad room in St. Mlichael's. Twa or
tbret mort might go ta tht Unitarian Cburch. There is
probably room there. Now we freely admît that these are
rather extreme suppositions, but they illustrat sp!endidly tht
faci that saving money is not the maia îhîng ta be considered
in dealing with church questions. Money is onethting,
nioney as an important tbing, but it is not tht main thîng in
church maiters, and shoulmi tht day ev.er caine whea sa-
called Christian men are tound negotiating churcb unions in
the same secular spirit as business men arrange for the
union cf banks or insurance companies; railways or loan
companîts ; schoal sections or caltle-sbows, it wan'u make
the dificrence of a single straw wheher tht denaminations
are unittd or not. The denominations wîll then be noîbang
more than pocrly-managed business concerns. There are
ocher considerations mort important than saving a little
money, aand if tht economical argaaic unionist dots net îhink
so, Ici bim ask any intelligent liberal Presbyttrian who gives
a tentb part of bas incarne ta bis Church, wby he dots not
pracuise econamy by taling bis family ta tht Salvation Army
or some organization in whicb there is nothing to pay.

It bas aiten been urgemi that the money savemi by closing
up ont or îwo churches here and there mighu be gaven ta mis-
sioaaary purpases. Ves, il migbi be, and se might money ex-
pended in a dozen other ways, but would it be ? That's the
question. Wt shail not discuss this point. If the advocates
of organic union can show that tht money expended in sup-
parting ibret churches where twa wouid de would be de-
-joted ta missionary purposes, they certainly have ibis point in
their tavour. Againsi ibis contention il might be urged that
tht mosi liberai supporters of missions naw are almesi inva-
riably strong denominational men, and the loudest talkers
about union sametirnes belong ta a denomnination different
from thai of tht collector wba is vainly trying to squeeze a few
cents oui of ttaem for missionary purposes.

Tht moral impression argument bas already been dealt
with. lu bas been shown that il is tht qualiuy af men, flot
their numbers, that makes an impression for goad. This
moral argument might be calltd tht brass band argument. It
bas its orngin in tht vulgar idea su common in Amenica, that
the menuts cf everytbing dcpend upon ils suze. A crowd
must aiways be great, even tbougb composed of imbeciles.
lu is useless ta tell tht adminens of tht brass band legic thal a
crowd bas net necessarily aiiy moral power. Tht crowd that
used ta gauher to ste a man hanged was always large, always
dteply interesttd, andi always. unitemi, but we neyer heard
that such crowds iaipressed tht wold very much for their
good.

13y tht brass baud argument il might be shown that tht
mosi influentiai prayer meeting in Canada is held in tht K:ng-
stan Ptnitentiary. This meeting is attended by seven hua-
dred persans every lime, and ne daubi tht largesu in tht Do-
minion. Numbers in ibis case are scarcely a guarantet for
moral and spiritual power. Onc.± mort let it be said ibat it
is the spirit, tht zeal, tht scif-denial, tht self-sacrifice of
Christians that impresses sensible men-nai their num-
bers.

It is samnetimes contended ibat Christian unity would be
pramotemi by organic union. Tht presenti s rather an unfor-
tunate lime for ibis contention. Il so happens thai nearly
aIl tht church troubles at present existing in Canada are
within tht depomninations-not between îbem. Tht Metho-
disis, recentWyunited, have no quarrel with aay cuber dtno-
mialation, but they make a vtry inaublesomne questioanaxnang
thtmselves, which bas stirred up a good deal cf strife, and
seems ne nearer a peacetul solution naw than il was ytars
aga.

Tht Episcapalians have no special quarrel with tht Metho-
disis or Presbyterians, but îhey flgbt flerccly about high
church and Iow church ameng tbemstlves The Presbyter-
ian Church as a whole bas no equai ai present' iîhout or
within. but some cf aur congregations that are on good
enough terms with neigDoauring cangregatiomas cf other de-
nominations gel up scandalaus rcws in their own ranks.
Everybody kncws that organic union dots net necessauily pro-
mote a spirit cf union. There are thousands cf Christian
amea worshipping in différent denaminatians wbe are far b el-
ter fritada titan if they were in dloser ecclesiastical relations.
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And tbere are some in every denomination who wouid lave
each other much more, or perhaps we should.ýsay hale each
ather less, if tbey belonged ta différen denaminatlons.

John B. Gough used ta tell a gaad story about a husband
and wifc who indulged in occasional quarrels. Ont evening
after a storm cof unusuai severity thty were sitting silently
beside tht ire. Tht aid man noticed a tear stealing down
tht good waman's cheek. "Whaî are yau crying about?" he
asked in an angry tant. "1 was laoking," said she, Ilai the
dag and the cat sittin' go ptaceiully by the fire, and I was
thinkin' thal if they agreed se weil wbaî a shame it was for as
ta be quarrellin' so." "IlHumph," said tht aId man, «-tie them
tagether and set what thev'll do."

If tied tagether no daubt thty would make things lively.
There arc thausands ai good mn living peaccabie and useful
lives in different Churches, and if tied toether ecclesiastically
there would be trouble in twenty-four heurs. Their ftducation
was different, their habits are difféerent, their tasies are differ-
ent, their ways af thinkîng and doîng things are different, and
they are' much better separated than they would be if tied
together.

Tie up a stalwarî IUlster iresbyterian, bred on tht Con-
fession and Catechisms, strang on tht covenants, with a
clear, clean-cut, al-round thelegv-tie him up witb a soft,
gusbing IlPlym " wbo alks piaus platitudes and looks ai
things with a kind cf furtive stare. Nothîng short of a mir-
acle cf grace wauld keep tht Irishman fram punching bis
head.

Tiý! up a Hightandman who sings nothing but Psalms, who
would rua eut ai tht church at the sight ocia melodeon, wha
can scarcely be induced ta speak on tht subject ai personal re-
ligion-tic him up with an effusive Methodist wha shouts
iglory ballelujah " cvery trne the minister makes a gaûd

paint, and who can rattde off bis religieus experience ai a mo-
ment's notice. Tht H-ighlander wauld fight for bis Master
at tht cannon's mouth, but he cauld net stand tht amen cer-
net ia a Methodist Church fi.:e minutes.

Tic Principal Caven and Sam Jones tagether ecclesiasti-
cally, and set what the resuit wili be.

lu is nat necessary ta say ibat arganic union wauld nat
make tht real, vital work of tht Churcb any casiec. Tht
world wauld rcmain the werld, tht flesh wnuld always be the
fltsh, tht devil wauld continue tht samne aId devii. Sin would
always be sin if ail tht denominatiens were united to-morraw.

TUE GNOS71C HERES Y.-JITS RISE, I>AOGRESS
AND) EFFECTS.

YROM THE I'OSTRUMOUS PAî'IEIS 0F THE LIAT . Tu. r

On rtviewinq tht whole subject we wauld remark generally
that ail tht effects ai Gnosticism may be classilled under ont
or other of these tbret divisions, vuz., Mysticism, Asceticism,
and Licentiousness. On each of ibese we shah aoffer a few
remnarks before we bring ibis essay ta a clase, and first a word
or two on tht effecsaofiheir Mysticism:

To ibis a numerous class ai errars may be traced, for mys-
îery, as bas been aîready remarked, was tht very soul of
Gnasticism. lu was opposition ta a grass and sensuous con-
ception oi divine tbings, amang tht Jews and Christians, thai
gave the strongest impetus wo Gnosticism at fi-st, and it
furthered uts propagation tht more, because, as we bave seen,
IlChristianity had awakened also new spiritual wants, whicb
couid find ne satisfaction in a mere faith founded an authority
wbich despised evtryuhing ideal, cast away tram iu ail higher,
contemplation and intuition, and abrupely rejected ail specula-
tien."l Tht elementary tenet, bowever, of tht :irreclaimnable
evil ai matter, lay at tht foundatian ai aIl. It was ibis uhat
originated tht great characteristic ai tht Oriental systems in
generai, vizt, tht exclusion of tht Primai Deity (rom ail inter-
course with matter. That intercourse in tht Gnastic systerms
had taken place tbrough a derivative and intermediat being
mort or less remotely proceeding (rom tht sole fountain of
Godhead.

This, however, was not tht part of Gnosticismn which was
chiefly abnoxious ta tht sentiments of tht Christian body.
Their theories about tht malignant nacure of tht Creator,
whom they identified with tht God cf the Jews; tht Docet-
;smn which asserted tht unreaiity ai tht Redeemer ; these
points excited tht most vigaraus resistance. But when tht
wilder theories of Gnosticism began ta dit away, and when tht
greater part of tht Christian warld began ta agret in tht doc-
trines cf tht eternal supremacy cf Gad, the birth, tht death,
tht resurrectian cf Christ as tht Son cf Gnd, tht effusion of
tht Holy Spirit-when mysticism or Gnostic feeling had
thoroughly pervaded and leavtned tht Churcb-qucstions
began te arise as to the peculiar nature and relation between
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghast. It was in tlis way that
tht Trinitarian Controversy, which led toalal the evils cf
human strife-batred, persecution, blaadshed-came ta be tht
catural îbough taîdy growth ai Gnostic opinions, In study-
ing the histcry of this cantrovcrsy it is remarkable ta flnd
what an efl'eci mysticism, or Platonism, exercised over tht
views and opinions of men. This Platanism, toa, appears to
have gradually absorbed ail tht more iitictual class; it
bovered over, as it wcrt, and gathered under uts wings ail tht
religions of the world." Iadeed,it bas not yeîbeen fully over-
corne. Traces ai it are stilî discernible amoagst some cf tht
German mystics and minds like those cf Thomas Carlyle or
S. T. Cukriýdge. Dots net the foliowing sentence from the
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latter autbor indicate the lingering remains of this mysticismn
in the minds of men? I"Who can say,'" concludés Coleridge,
speaking of thet Tinity, Ilwho can say, as Christ and the
Holy Ghost procceded tram, and are stifl one with the Father,
and, as ail the disciples of Christ derive their fulness from
Him. and, in spirit, are inviolateiy united ta Him as a branch
is toghc vine, who can say, but that in ont view, what was
once mysteriousiy separated may as mysteriously be recom-
binel, and withaut interféring with the everlastng Trinity, and
the individuaiity of the spiritual and seraphic orders, the Son,
at the consuimmation of aIl things, will deliver up bis media-
tonal kingdom to the Father, and God, in same peculiar infin-
itely sublime ,ense, become ail in al 1"'

Farther, these controversies about the Trinity, taken in
connection with the doctrine of the orts, those mediators be-
tween God and the warld of man, tended, indirectiv it may
be, ta the promotion af the worship of angels, saints and
martyrs. The earliest images, doubtiess, emanated from the
Gnostics, who not merely blended the Christian and pagan or
Oriental notions on their gems and seais, but likewise con-
secrated small gold and silver images of ail those àncient sages
whose doctrines they had adopted, or had fused tagether in
tliair wild and various thearies.

2. Ascetcism.-From the Gnastic idea of a deity eternally
ai war with matter, and abhorring the conditions and resent-
ing the humiliations of animal lite, sprung asceticism, whîch
farced its way at a very eariy period juta Christianity, where
for many centuries it predominated and subdued even the
active and warlike genius of Mahometanism ta îts dreary and
ccstatic influence. "lOn the cold table-lands of Thibet; in the
forests of India, among the busy population nf China, on the
burning shores of Siam, in Egypt and ini Palestine, in Christ.
ianized Europe. in Mohametanized Asia, the worshipper ai
the Lama, the Faquir,the Bouze, the Talapoin, the Essene,
the Therapeutisi, the Monk and the Dervish, have withdrawn
fromt the society of man, in order ta abstract the pure mind
fromt the dominion of foui and corrupting matter." The
Gnostic -rinciple was: That tht highest order of sanctity at-
tainable on eartb is ini the possession of those a-ho withdraw
tbemselves as far as possible from the iconditions of animal
life, and especially wbo renounce al obedience to the laves of
the sexuai constitution. Celibacy, wbich in the ancient Churcb
was but an act of Ilabstraction of the incarcerated sout fromt
the hyle, tht dregs afitbi's lower world"I was tht affspring ai
Asceticism. The making cf the conditions cf animal lite, and
the comman alliances of man in the social system, as directly
opposed ta the divine perfections. and sa ta be escaped frram
by aIl who saught ta excèl in virtut, was the Gnostic leaven
which finaily gained a firm bold of the Christian community,
caused many of those superstitions wbich have continued ta
oppress Christianity up ta the present time, anmd whose
practical aperation bas deeply influenced the whole bistory
of man.

3. Lîcentiousness.-As, on tht ont hand, we observe a
tendency cf Gnosis ta a strict asceticism, wbicb opposes itself
ta Judaism as ta a sensucus and carnal religion, sa we remark
on the other, that it bas also a tendency ta a wicked antinom-
ianisri, which confusing Christian freedom and unbridled lic-
ense, set Christianity in apposition ta the very Ilinward nature
cf tht law -itself." Such an antinomian Gnosis is shown in
tht system of Carpocrates and bis son Epiphancs. White tht
early fathers bave accused tht Gnostics ai thet most unbridled
licentiausness, others have characterized themn as imaginative
rather than practîcal fanatics, as indulging a mental taher
than a corporeal license. Tht trutb is, their doctrines were
calculated ta produce the very opposite sentiments and eflects,
according ta tht disposition and natural temperament cf those
wbci held them. As we have repeatedly seen, tht greater part
oi tht Gnostics iooked upon it as con stituting tht unhappiness
cf tht sout ta bave been associated with a body which they
universally beld ta be malignant, as being terrestrial. They
imagined that tht mare tht body was extenuated, tht less
effect it would have in carrupting and degrading tht mind and
the nearer they wouid risc ta tnt Primai Father.- But some
of them deemed that there was na necessity, as there
could be no advantage in attempting ta correct tht propen-
sîties cf that nature which was especially evii and malignant.
Such cf îhem as were cf a voluptuous character canisidered the
actions cf the body as baving no relation ta tht statt of a saul
in communion with God. White it might pursue uncantroiled
its own inâiate and inalienable propensities, "ltht serene and
uncontaminated spiritoî the pncumatikai, who were eniightened
by tht divine ray, might remain aloof, tither unconsciaus or
ai leasi unparticipant in the aberrations of its grovelling con-
sort." The charges brougbt by some against themt may have
been rather severe in somne instances, still wc must set that
-their whole system had a tendency ta produce laxity cf maraIs.
The dreamny indolence of mysticismn is the mast likely ta de-
generate ia ovaiuptuous excess. Tht excitement cf mental
hbas often a very strang effect upon bodily exertion. That ibis
was tht case with ai least some of these sects and thai
it is thet endency of tht doctrines of al cf thena, tht evidence
is toc strong ta disbelieve-the tendency is undoubtedlv
such as ta justiiy tht language which the heathen philosopher,
Plotinus, makes them speak : Il Nathing is left for us here,
except ta give ourselves up te aour desires, and te despise al
the laws cf ibis world, and ail marais, for there is nathing
good te bc faund in ibis abominable worid.»

Such, in is leadirg Mfatures, was Gnosticism, a system
which waas disseminatd with tht greaîest activity by ils. con-
verts, and whicb prod'aced se fatal a misapprehension of tht
divine nature and moM tpl4gos of God, and consequentiy


