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lRote6 of the UMeek.b
IN the Reformed Church of France the majority of

the consistories which a few years ago were sceptical
Or indifferent have become evangelical. The Sunday
school work bas greatly increased, and the interest in
it is steadily growing. The Churches which formerly
were served by ministers of lax orthodoxy-for the
greater part are now served by evangelical pastors.
Evidence of sound conversion on the part of catechu-
Illens is now almost universally sought after, instead
of a mere formai acquiescence in the declarations of
the Confession of Faith..

IT is said, remarks an English contemporary, that
a Conmittee of the Lambeth Conference of Anglican
Bishops has reported in favnur of recognizing the
flinistry of Non-Episcopal Dissenting bodies as
V,,alid, though irregular. What wonderful condescen-
S'on 1 And what a comfort it will be to Mr. Spur-
geon, Dr. Parker, Dr. Dale and others!1 Hencefor-
Ward they wili be able to take their walks abroad
Wlithout feeling an irresistible inclination to sink into
their boots when they sec a minister whose ordination
is both vaiid and regular.

JOHN RUSKiN says:- The tenth part of the expense
Wrbich is sïcrificed in domestic vanities, if not absolu-
tely and meaninglessly lost in domestic discomforts
and incurnbrances, would, if collectively offered and
WiselY employed, build a marbie church for every town
111 ]England; such a church as it should be a joy and
a blessing even to pass near in our daily ways and
Walks , and as it would bring the light into the eyes
tg sec fromn afar, lifting, its fair heigbt above the
PuIrple crowd of humble roofs. Should these remarks
give risc to uncomfortable reflections, tbey can easily
b. allaycd by calling John Ruskin a crank and think-
Iya no more about it.

As yet there is no monument to Lord Shaftesbury
111 Westminster Abbcy. The reason of this omission
i8 because somebody is demanding a large sum of
1Ioney to allow one to be placcd there. The Dean
a01d Chapter of the Abbey gave permission; shortly
8.fter Lord Shaftesbury's deatb, for the crection of a
nmOnuinent to bis memory. His friends set to work
and got the funds. Mr. Boehm, the scuiptor, was in-
St1lcted to prepare a statue. It was ex-ýcuted, and
formnai permission was then sougbt of the Abbey
auIthorities to place it in the building. This was met
by an extortionate demand for $2,ooo, as fees, and
thOugh, after remonstrance, the Dean and Chapter re-

uced thaouto $r250, they stili left it at a pro-
hibitive figure.

A SIGN o ,f the times more pregnant of importance
bY far than the occasionai pecp of an agnostic bool
frOn bcneath an editoriai gown is the increasing
-arOunt of attention devoted by our leading dailies to
the -great religious gatherings. A notable case in
Point is the reporting of the Pan-Presbyterian Coun-
Cil by the Globe. We learn from a Canadian wbo
W"8 lately in London and wbo had exceptional oppor-
tllnities for informing himself correctly, that our own
Glob6'1, reports of the Council's proceedings were the
best tbat appeared anywhere, and probably the best
th:t will appear until the officiai report is issucd

naYmontbs hence. We fancy we should not be
fat Out of our guess if we ascribed the authorship of
the reports to a certain revcrcnd Dr. residing not a
huindred mniles from Brantford.

TEsuccess of the candidates from the B'rantford
Ladies' College at the recent matriculation in To.
!OntO, University must be exceedingly gratifying to
Its mnany patrons, .the more so as the Brantford
Ladies' College seems to, be the only one submitting
its students to this public test. It sbould be borne in

lege, tbree passing full matriculation and two being
successful in tbree subjects eacb. As soon as the
Government shahl appoint a competent examining
board in Art and Music, the students from this college
will take first rank, as they have long donc in literary
subjects. Dr. Macintyre and bis able staff are doing
an excellent work, wbich deserves recognition from al
who value a refined and liberal education.

THE Rcv. Dr. Sexton delivered a most impressive
address on Dipsomania to a large audience in the
Central Presbyterian Churcb, Hamilton, hast wcek.
The object of the meeting was to inaugurate a move-
ment for the establishment of an inebriate asylum at
Hamilton. Mr. J. Gibson, M.PP., presided, Mr. A.
Brown, M.P., the Mayor, Sherifi Mackellar and other
prominent citizens took an active part in the proceed-
ings. The conclusion reached is embodicd in 'the
following motions, which were carried unanimously :
That this meeting of the citizens of Hamilton repre-
sent to the Government of Ontario the urgent need of
providing for the care and treatment of persons whose
loss of self-control, induced by the use of stimulants,
imperil their own lives and add to the burden of the
State. That the folowing gentlemen be invited to form
tbcrnselves into a committee to collect evidence to
show the need of an inebriate asylum, and to wait upon
the Provincial Government to urge it to establish
such an institution. Committee: Mayor Doran,
Colonel Gibson, M.PP., Adam Brown, M.P., A. Mc-
Kay, M.P., Sberiff McKellar, B. E. Charlton, Alfred
Powis, George Black, Seneca Jones, Rev. Dr. Mock-
ridge, Rev. T. Geogbegan, W. C.- Barnes, J. Hamilton
Racey and Dr. Muhien. The need for sucb an insti-
tion is scîf-evident, and it is hoped that its establish-
ment will not be long delayed.

A LITTLE controversy has -been going on of late
about the inbumanity of applying the lash to a certain
class of criminals. There have been several instan-
ces recently in which flogging bas been inflicted on
wretcbes wbo have been convicted of assaulting littie
children. Some good men have bad their sensibili-
tics sbocked by the inbumanity of the punisbment.
It would certainly be disagrecable to stand by and
sec the infliction of the lash, it is not pleasant to read
grapbic reportorial discriptions of the scene, and it
must be painful in the extreme to the poor wretch wbo
by bis abominable crime, bas brougbt tbis forma of
punishmcnt down upon bimself. Suppose that some
scoundrel bas been found guilty of tbe kind of offence
for. wbich the punishment is inflicted, and is instead
sentenced merely to a term of imprisonment, what
bappens ? He bas friends and relatives. After 'the.
people have well-nigh forgotteni the circumstances of
bis crime, they send round a petition, and as notbing
is so readily signed as a petition, the signers are nu-
merous. Men in public positions use their influence
with the authorities, a mitigation of sentence follows,
and the man is set at liberty. This does not increase
the respect for law and order. The popular sense of
justice is outraged, and the ex-crimninal bas less re-
spect for the law than ever, and is confident in tbe idea
that bis friends bave only to work the oracle in order
to save bim from the punisbment he deserves. Re-
tain the lash, lay it on firmiy but dispassionateiy on
ail who make vile assaults on belpless women and littie
cbildren. When these crimes cease it will be time
enough to discontinue the use of the cat-o'-nine tails.

THE death of the Rev. John A. Chalmers, of Gra-
bamstown, South Africa, is announced. His father
was-the Ilrst Scottisb missionary in Caffraria, wbere
John Chalmers was born. He was sent to Scotland in
bis youtb, where he entered on an extensive educa-
tional course, being a graduate of Glasgow Univer-
sity. He took a fuil course in Medicine, and com-
pleted bis theological studies in the United Pres-
byterian Hall. Sbortly after'receiving license, Mr.
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For a number of years be did faithful mission work,
and subsequently accepted a caîl to the pastorate of
the Englisb congregation in Grahamstown. He vas
a man of bigh Christian character, solid acquiremeits
and marked talent. In disposition he was geniai and
kindly, and proved bimseif a warm-hearted friend. A
writer in the last number of the United Presbytériass
Magfazine truly says : The Cburch at home scarcely
realizes the wealth of noble men she bas in distant cor.
ners of the field. Mr. Chalmers was a real power in
South Africa among aIl the other Churches, wbo' re-
taincd to the hast entbusiastic attachment to bis
mother Church in Scotland. A most devoted labour-
er, be was singuiarly modest and unobtrusive ; and
while called, at a comparatively early age, to beaven'.
bigber service, bie bas left good work, well done, an&
tbe memnory of a noble, Christ-like life, wbicb yull b.
kept fresh in ioving bearts for many a day in the laid
of bis adoption, and by not a few in this countr ' vho
bad learned to know bis singular worth.

No doubt with reference to tbe rumour that Mr.
Spurgeon was about to join the Presbyterian Cburch,
the pastor of the Metropohitan Tabernacle skid lie
had himself for a loüg time been rather a nondescript
in religion. He was a Churcbman, for ho belonged
to the truc Cathohic and Apostohic Cburch # most
people tbougbt he was an Independent, and lie b.-,
believed be was ; he hoped he was a tolerabiy good
Baptist; and if he was not a Wesleyan, ho was cor-
tainly a Methodist, for hie tried as well as ho could,
to do everytbing by method. But bie was also a
Presbyterian-tbat was to say, be had in bis Churcli
elders or presbyters, and hie was inclined to think
that tbe Presbyterian form of Church-government was
as near as any to the Scriptural one. He beiieved
the real Scriptural plan was an Independent, Presby-
terian Episcopacy; and the Presbyterianism of Scot-
land seemed to be sometbing of this kind, for, wbile
there was, of course, a superabundance of Presbyter-
ianism in it, yet there was also a good deai of Inde..
pendency ; and the minister did keep bis truc place
as a pastor in the midst of bis flock. In bis Churcli
thlere was the Presbytery, consisting of the pastor,
deacons and eiders, wbo referred everytbing to the
wbole body of the Cburch, by wbom everything was
donc ; and tbis be coniidered to be a rigbt thing,
but Presbyterianism differed from it He 1mew
some ministers thought this system to be a great
nuisance, and tbey hookcd upon Church meetings as
spiritual bear-gardens, but, for bis own pàrt, h.
behieved that if a minister did not get aIl the liberty
be wanted, it was bis own fault; and this method
of referring everything to the Churcb was a'
great safeguard against domineering on the pazt,
of one man. It was also scriptural,. every Chris-
tian baving the rigbt to exorcise bis own jndg-
ment on any matter reiating to the Cburch. A Pres-
byterian cummunity did everytbing by- its pastors,
deacons and eiders, who were chosen by the whole
body, and were, therefore, representative ; but there
was notbing analogous to Cburch meetings, excepting
whcn these officers were eiected. If one Churcli
joincd with other Churches in the neigbbourhood,
the pastors and officers of those united Churches were
cailed a Presbytery or Synod, to which any 0one of
the Churches referred supposing they could not man-
age their own affairs. If, bowever, the question couid
not be satisfactorily decided by this Synod, it wo uid
bé sent tô the General Asscmbiy,, which was consti-
tuted of the representatives of ail the Free Churches
of Scotiand, both ministers and laymen. This sys-
tem certainly appcared to be rather complicatqd, anid
to be a machine having whecis vithin wheels ; but,
whetber it was from its own intrinsic excellence or
not, this form of governmený evolved a large amouat
of Christian power and of Christian effort. Off course
th-re were sorte who did not like it ;ý but ho confessedý
they had bad su mucb of isolation in the Baptist body,
aqnd suA mucb ja)-uy ofn. aother .tha -th
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