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tion was received from M'Nr. James Steele, an elder in Knox
Church, Paisley, asking thc' Presbytery ta grant himi the
Status af catechist. The application was iorwarded with a
8trang recommendation by the Session of Knox Church.
11eavinà heard and questioned Mr. Steele, the Presbytery
beif)g satisfled witb bis qualifications, views and suitable-
Tess to act in tbe capacity of a catecbist, agreed tu grant

bi eus and forward bis naine to tbe Assembly's Homne
4'1ission Committee for employment. Mr. Gourlay sub-
iitted in tabulated formi the Financial and Statistical Report
for the past year, together with tbe average contreibution
for stipcnd. missions and alI purposeq, per iamily and per
nitenber. The report was received and 2,000 copies ordered
to bc printed. Witb a view ta increasing the interest in the
alission Scbemes, it was, on motion of Dr. Scott, resolved,
That sessions be remindcd of the importance af bringing
befure tbeir cangregations tbe duty of increasing liberality
toward tbe cause of tbe Saviaur in connection with the
MWission Scbemes of tbe Churcb, and tbe Presbytery recom-

nitended tbat tbis bc donc by tbe preacbing of the annual
sermon on tbe subject, and also, if considered praper, by
holding a missionary meeting. On the report of tbe Rev.
A. Findlay, who bad been authorized to examine the stu-
dents labouring witbin the Algoma Mission Field, it was
qreed ta certify Messrs. A. E. Mitcbell, J. Natrass, J.
Crawford, W. A. Bradley and D. McMillan ta tbeir rcsvec-
tive Colleges, and Mr. W. W. McArtbur for entrance upon
the preparatary course in Knox College. Mr. Findlay
SUbmitted and read a repart ai bis work in Algoma District
during the sommer, setting before the Pre&bytery, at con-
&iderable lengtb, tbe hopeful condition of that field, the pro-
Rress tbat is being made in it, and the necessity for vigar-
O0 ly follawing up tbe efforts tbat are being put forth ta
give the Presbyterian Cburch a firmn standing there. A
Very harty vote ai thanks was tendered to the Superinten-

ýentof issonsfor bis excellent report and for bis diligence
111 Carrying on bis wark. The attention of the Presbytery
avîng been called ta tbe fact tbat tbe grant ta Hanover
nd Nortb Normanby is ta cease on the îst ai October, a

reslution was unanimously passed, expressive ai surprise
and regret at tbis action af the committee, and urging tbat
the cangregatian be restared ta tbe position which the
Presbytery tbinks it bas a rigbt ta accupy. A letter fromn

the Rev. Dr. Middlemiss, anent the Aged and Infirm Minis.
ters' Fond, was read by tbe Clerk, and a committee, con-
Ssting ai Messrs. Anderson, McMillan and Dewar, was ap.
Pinted ta consider wbat steps sbould be taken for tbe

4" upot fth und,and report. Messrs. Duncan,

terest ai the Augmentation Fond. Tbe Presbytery a'p-
Pinted its next meeting ta be beld within Knox Churcb,
Walkerton, on Tuesday, December 14, at anc p.m.-JAmEs
GOURLAY, Pres. Clerk.

MONVTREAL INOTES.

STUDENTs are beginning ta arrive in tbe city for tbe en-
sufl college session. The number ai freshmen promisestaelarge, and the attendance this session will likely be in
excess ai any prcceding year. The new janitor and
seward bas taken possession, and bids fair ta prove an effi-
lient afficer. The lectures in McGill bave already hegun.
r. Raton replaces Mr. Mulgan as assistant classicaîprofessur,

and Mr. Paul S. Lafleur, a Frencb Protestant, has been
aPPointed lecturer in Logic and Englisb. Rev. Proiessor
Coussirat, in addition ta bis duties in tbe Presbyterian
Callege, continues as lecturer in Hebrew and Oriental
Literature in McGill College.

TUEa Rev. F. M. Dewey returns f romi Britain by tbe in-
COmning steamer tbis week. His induction as pastor ai
Stanley Street Church takes place on Tbursday evening,

the 3ath inst.

THE Rev. D. Currie, .D., bas tendered bis resignation

aspatar of St. Andrew's Churcb, Three Rivers. Mr.
Curne bas proved bimself a most efficient labourer, and bis
resignatian is a Matter ai deep regret ta hi% cangregatian
an t<) the Presbytery ai Quebec. The Englisb-speaking
POpulation ai Tbree Rivers is yearly decreasing ; andl in the
Presbyterian Church tbere are now less than foity families.
These contribute a vcry bigb average-$20 per family-

for tespport ai ardinances. The Episcopalians and
MIerhs ouralso maintin a strug i auein Three

leeis a field where there should be practical union, the
three cangregations togetber not numhering anc hundred
faniies, with no prospect of an>' increase in the Englisb.
8peaking cammunity.

1THE closing services ai the aId St. Gabriel Church were
held an Sabbatb. The Rev. C. A. Doudiet preached in the
Ilrning, after wbicb the ordinanct ai the Lord's supper
WIas administered bv the Rev. B. Campbell, assisted by
k'e'Z R.H. Warden. In the evening Mr. Campbell
Preached ta a large cangregation, taking iarewell of the
Venerahle building in wbich for nearly a century the Word
Of Lue bhad been proclaimed. The St. Gabniel congregation
WOrship regularly bereaiter, in their recently. purcbased
Church on St. Catherine Street, tbe formaI opening services
ai which take place ta-marrow.

WV1 H reference ta the editorial in last week's CANADA

THE corner stone of a new Methodist Church being
erected on the corner of Mountain and Torrance Streets
was laid on Saturday aternoon. It is being built by the
Ottawa~ Street congregation, who are disposing of their
present cburch property. The new Metropolitan Metho-
dist Cburch to be erected on St. Catherine Street is not yet
begun. Tenders were called for, but as the lowest sent in
wcre mucb in excess of the limit fixed, none of tbem were
accepted. It is understood that the limit is about $250,00o.

MR. JOHN McLEOD has been called to the congregation
of Scotstown, in the Presbytery of Quebec. The cali bas
been accepted and the ordination and induction flxed for
the 13th of October.

THE Rev. J. D. Ferguson, recently of Kennebec Road,
bas received a unanimous call ta Windsor Milis and Lower
Windsor, in the Quebec Presbytery. It is hoped that Mr.
Fergusan 's services may be retained in the Presbytery where
he bas laboured so acceptably in the past and where there is
such a scarcity of men.

THE concregation of St. MattJhew's Church, Point St.
Charles, tecently purchased lots on which to erect a new
churcb building, and are to hold a bazaar in the Victoria
Skating Rink on the 28th and 29tb of October. A new
church bas become necessary for this congregation, the
present building being altogether insufficient to accornîo-
date the Presbyterians of the district, and tbe need of addi-
tional Sabbath School roorn being greatly feit. The pastor,
Rev. Mr. Cruikshank, is interesting tbe ladies of ah aour
cangregations in the city, and the bazaar promises to
be most successful. It is hoped that a handsome sum will
be realized, and that ere long the congregation will be in a
position. to arise and build.

Zabbatb Zchoo1 Zeachcr
INTERNA TIOArAL 1ESSON.

BY REV. R. P. MACKAY, B.A.

Oct. 10
z886. JESUS BEFORE PILATE. John Z8:

28-40-

GOLDEN TEXT.-" I find in Him no fanît at al.'--
John xviii. 38.

INTRODUCTORY.

j esos was sent b>' Annas ta Caiapbas, wbo bad decided
beforehand that Be sbould be put ta deatb. The door was
closed, and everything donc as speedil>' and secretly as
possible, lest, with the marning, the people migbt cçme ta
the rescue.

The dut>' ai ihe Sanbedrim was ta caîl witnesses, and
endeavour ta find out the trutb. Especial cansideration
was due-accarding ta their own law-to aIl evidence that
was favourable ta the accused. The abject ai the counicil
was ta save lufe and not ta destro>'; hence ever>' rigbt ad-
vantage was ta be given, so as ifipossible ta deliver irini con-
demnatian.

But ail these humane regulations were avcrlooked.
The>' summoned false witnesses against jesus, but none in
Bis favoor. Instead ai seeking ta pratect tbey came de-
termined ta destro>'. When Jesus (verse 19) tld the High
Priest wbat the dut>' of the cooncil was Be was smiî en in
the mouihb b>'onc ai the officers who stood b>', which in-
dignit>' was nat rebuked. Sa thai the whale trial was pure
mockery ai justice-in fact, the meeting ai that hour was
illegal ta begin witb ; aIl, fram flrst ta last, was the viîest
hypocnis>'.

John,1 who was acquainted wiih the High Priest, was ad-
mitted ta the trial. Be went out ta Peter, wbo stood witb-
out, and, having gai permission, took bim in.

hi was whilst within that' Peter was thrice asked, and
ibrice denied, thai he was a disciple, accarding ta the
Lord's prediciion. Then the cock crew, an~d Peter, haviog
met the loving reproachiol look the Saviour turned upon
him, remembered the pasi ; bis better nature asserted utsdf,
and be went oui and wept bitterl>'. He trul>' loved bis
Saviaur, and because he did, he trul>' repented af bis sin.
Tradition says that Peter, ever after, rase irom bhis bed at
the cockcrawing and canfessed bis sin, and soughî forgive-
ness.

EXPLANATORY.

I. Jesus Led to Pilate's Palace. (Verse 28)-This
was the magnificent palace huilt on Mount Zion b>' Berod.
ht was occupied b>' the Roman Procurator when in Jerusa-
lem, and was, ai ail points, most hated b>' the Jews, he-
cause il represented Roman power. Thither Jesus was led,
aver the bridge that crossed the Tyropacan valley.

T'hey wvent not in, etc.-T bey were afraid, lest b>' going
ino a bouse wbere leaven was used, the>' migbt be defled,
and be disquaîified ta eat the sacrificial meal tbat iollowed
the Passover. That fear ai ceremonial defilement was a
fiction ai their own iraditionai îaws. Wbat a striking illus-
tration of spiritual blindness ! The>' could carrupi justice
and seek murder, ar the>' were then doing, and yet stumble
over such tivalities-" siraining at a goat and swalîawing
a camel."

IL. Crafty Diplomnacy. (Verses 29-31.)-Pilate wenî
out t0 theni, and askcd whai the charges againsi this man
were, as if he icît astonisbment ai the arresi af imuoa
whom be had beard such things, and wbo carried Bis cbarac-
ter upon Bis countenance.

Thieir reply.-They answer ibat the iact ihat tbe sacred
council-the leaders ai the Jewisb Theocrac>-brought Bum
was sufficient evidence that Be was an eviî-doer. The>'
thus; tried ta escape investigation, and wanted Pilate simpl>'
ta ratiiv their decision that Jesus should die. Pilate was not
willingta accepithat course. The>' then accused Jesus ai
being seditius-of Riving Hiniself oui as a king and aif[or-
bidding ta pa>' tribute ta Coesar (Luke XXIII. 2). They,
îying hypocrites, lcnew ihat ever>' charge was untrue, but
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the>' felithat il was necessary ta give the charges a political
character ta secure the notice of the Roman power.

Pi/aie's evasion. (Verse 31)-Ht knew wbat the>'
wanted, but told them ta take Him and deal with Him
within the limnits ai their own law. Thcy migbt excommu-
nicate or scaurge, but not put ta death, and that was the
injustice that 'Pilate wisbed ta avoid. But that was what
they insisted upon daing, confcssing that tbey had nat the
power ta infict capital punisbment, and that lie deserved
natbing less.

AUl this was fulfilling the Sciptures. He was ta die on
the cross, and crucifixion was a Roman mode of punishment.
Hence it was necessary tbat He should be delivered into
Roman hands.

III. Pilate's Examination. (Verses 33-37.)-Pilate
entered thejudgment hall, and asked, " Art Thou the King
ai the Jews ? "

Yes and no.-To this question Jesus cauld give answer,
according ta the idea Pilate had in bis mind.

If be meant a temporal king-as a Roman would tbink ai
that title-He was not. If, on the other hand, Pilate meant
a king, accarding ta the Jewish conception af tbe Messiah,
tbentbcanswer would be yes. Hence Jesus asked the question
(verse 34), IlSayest thou tbis thing ai thyseif, or did athers
tell it thee ai Me?" iLe., IIIs it your own or the Jewish
conception ?" Perhaps there may be the deeper inquiry.
Pilate may bave heen impressed with the personality ai
Christ, and may bave bad in bis mmnd some seriaus thoughts
about the character ai Him wbo stood before bim.

Jesus saw this; would seize this spirit ai inquiry-tbat He
migbt lead him ta the truth. Even now He forgets fot
the work ai His life-seeking ta save-althougb at the door
of death.

Arn Z a few ?-Pilate recoils lrom bis sincerit>'. Ini a
lo t>' tone he disawns an>' interest in Jcwish matters, as if
be were a Jew. It was because His own people rejected
IIim that He had anything ta do with Him, be said.

My kingdorn, etc. (Verse 36 .)-He tells Pilate ibat He
is a King and bas a kingdam. It is a kingdom nat ai this
world, but above it. There is, then, another wrld-a
spiritual world-independent ai the Raman world. which
Pilate tbougbt was ahl in aIl.

My sevants, etc.-If Blis kingdom were ai ibis world
Bis servants wauld ight for Himn, i. e., the legians ai angels
ai which He spake in the garden-ever ai Bis service.

By not being ai this world He answered the charge that
He oppused paying tibute ta Coesar, and aIl other warldly
opinions regarding bis empire.

This does not say that Blis kingdom will not be in the
future ai this world in a sense. The kingdom ai truth will
by and by be embodied in the outward world, wbich will be
fromn above, nat hence; iLe., ai this world.

Art Thou a King, then ?-Pilate feels that there is some-
thing in Ilis wards, and Jesus replied, Thou sayest the
trutb, I am a King; for this cause was I born inta the
wonld ; for ibis cause came I irom my Father, thai I
might» teacb truth. I am a King in the kingdom ai
trutb.

He Biniseli is ibat truth-the great truth about s: 'v t' zn
ibat He came ta teach, "1 ami the Way and the Trutli and
the Lueé." But in speaking ta a Roman, who knew
nothing about a caming Saviaur, He spoke ai îruth ini
the abstract.

But wbilst He spoke ai a kingdam ai trutb, He did not
mean simply that His mission was ta teacb trutb. Bis
mission was ta establish a kingdomn of true men by the
trutb. Ih is a truc empire when bearis are truc ta the King.

To tet¼'y.-Tbe only weapon by wbich Blis kingdam is
ta be won is testimon>'. lis servants flgbt for Bim b>' tes-
tiiying ta the truth.

Every one of the truth, etc.-Every anc that bas a de-
sire ta listen ta the truth is sa far btue, and will, by bis sin-
cerity, came ta the truth, is prepared ta be drawn ta Christ.
These are the subjects of Chrisi's kingdom.

Whai is truth ?-Pilate knew what was meant by a king-
dam ai pawer, but not by a kingdom ai trutb. Be was
not serious enaugb ta ask earnestly abaiyî trutb, but tbrew
out the question as if he fett there was no such thing, or if
there were, it was ai ittle importance. lie leit, in this su-
perciliaus way, Bum who could make known the trutb, and
went ta consultation witb the lying crowd at the door.

Ifind no fauli in Hiffi.-The best he cao sa>' for
Christ 1 A simpl>' negative defence. How man>' would
to-day if the>' tald the truth. sa>' no mare?

IV. Diplomacy again Fails.-It was at this point pro-
bably that Pilate tholight aifl-erod and sent Jesos ta him,
in the boie ai getting rid ai the difficulty (Luke xxiii. 5-12).
But 1Ilerod sent Hini back, and then Pilate tbougbt ai
another method af escape. It was the custom ta release a
prisaner at the Passover. lie askcd the people assembled
if thcy did not wish the release of Jesus, boping that the
crawd, witb wbom he was sa popolar, wouîd autvate the
Sanhednini.

Barabas.-But the priests were ready-Barabbas was a
political prisaner, guilty of insurrection against Rame and
hence papular, They therefore stirred up the people ta ask
Pilate ta release him instead ai Christ. The ver>' reason
Christ was not acceptable was that Be would flot oppose


