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Intelligence coutl pihase hIdic, an dcign la bie occu.
pied only wlth stupendous masses, and ltat it bolds
lni cantempt the minute? 1% It truc, or does the
microscope gîvt'Ibs evicdencl,.that nothing more than
a rude or hurtled finlshing lit bestowcd upon diminu-
tive buingi? Ia there found, when wc pass frnm te
greater ta the lest, among crgatnized bodies, a regutar
ietreast of ingenuiîy, and ai nkeiy of worktnsansltp ?

E.veryone knows that tbo contnary la the tact, and
averyane must canicas that this puny supposition oi
the comparativt Insignificanceofa the parts ai tbe
matterial systein ls.ibund.inîl> retuted by the tinta and
texture cf every peual thnt drinks tbe dew, and by the
witngà and antennit. ai ever> gnal that bains ln the
eî'enlng air -haac TayloIr.

SiAIPIIlcI7'y iN PREA CING

We remember tai bave met wiîiî the fcllawmng pas.
sage front a sernion-we wîil not b. so cruel as ta gAve
Uic reference. The preacherwîanted tasay that cvery
man bus a sente cf doathicssness, ai imînortality irn
bum. lie announced bis doctrine in this pleasant
lashion ;I he dccp inhutjnîni) giance of the tout
pemntng ueyund the surface and spiiene cf the
superftcial and phenomenal ta the remote recettes cf
an absolute being, adumbrates ils awn îmmorialiîy in
its progressive percepuions." And it was front lthe
saine regian that vo <cil ini witli the divisions of a ser-
mon upon a lext whose awlul tapie aught really ta
bave made the prencher madest, and ta have impased
upon bis tiis; the sentiment of boly graund, and a bush
burning witb ire. Na sa, hawever. The îexî was-
"lGod as a spirit, and they that warship Him must
worshîp Him in spirit and in truth i"' upon which the
preacher said-'l The text naturally divides itseîf into
thre parts-first, we have pretented taous lte trans-
cendental propenties cf lite divine nature. Second,
we have the antbropcmorphic relations under wich
those transcendental propenties in the divine nature
stand revealed and become apprehlensible ; and thîrd,
we have the apprapriate symbclism by wbîch those
anthrcipomiorpbîc relations and illustrations cf the
trmnscendental propenties ini the divine nature consti-
tute worsbip." This bas always struck us as a fair
illustration oi what may be called "tbe-bouse.îhat.
Jack.bilt h style af eloquence. 1: has ever seemed ta
us aniazung tat there should be men able ta talk aller
tbis profane fashion ;.ycî even the use of fine words
bas nat always been relatcd ta titis thaughtless pro.
fansty ; there bave been men-preaciters wbo semcd
aurally ta, thînk ini titis odd stylz cf speech, titis

bombastic pbrseolagy. Wc take up a volume ini
wbich wc find a preacher in the course of bis sermon
bas ta descnibe a tear ; he speaks ofita as "Ilch smnal
particle oi the aqueous fluîd wbîch tnickles fromn Uic
visuai organ orer the lineaments cf the counitenance,
betakerning grief." And there is a stary told cf a Rev.
John Hamilton, of Soujtb Leit, wbo, niany long years
sinice, was in the habit cf astonisblng bis bearers by
such marveliaus words P-. i follawing, witb which ho
lntroduced a sermon upon the text- 0 lsrael, titou
hast destroyed thysoîf :'-11 1 shall nia: ntbble at nice-
tics, nor ingeminaie prolîxities, but with the sward cf
brevity shail cut the Gardian knot cf obscurity, and so
proceed ta, give you the genuine purpart cf tItis meUl-
f1vus and aromnatical subject, calculated ailcnanly
(only> for the meridian cf that micracasm-man ?
Perhaps or readers ,nay say, " Tao much cf this ;
It is still true that Ignorance bas frequently boots de-
lighted vt these exhibitions, and certain preachers
of shallow attaininent bave been as frequently fond cf
tbis verbal pedantry. Evert great mon bave indulged,
this habit, mon like Samuel Johnson, Samnuel Parr,
Wîntcr Hamilton; tbey were ail great scholars, but
they couil rot apparently take off wbat mast always
se te theïr readers ta be the seven-league boots cf
language; tbey neither of them, scrved their reputa.
tion by the pracîlce, and cach of thons, and many
others; beuide tbemn, wauid have been more popular
had tbey been more simple. la flot the bighest cia-
quence simpllcity? Try it by the most impassioned
paragraphs (rom, Chrysostons, or froni Robert Hall.-
Souday at Htwr.

A NCIENT AND MODERN DENIA L 0F GOD.

It is supposedl that aur ago la se vice and advanced
ltat a great guif yawns between it. and that lns which
thc Bible originated, and wo cati no langer think ils
thbujhts., But the idea that wo are so very digèrent
fnom thost agas is totally graundis, as the Bible

lîseli shoews. it tells us ibat away in those distant
limes tbene were many dittinguiibed men, wha denled
God Jusl as our modern philo&aphers and their inoends,
wbo held their dental for the higbest wiadam, and who
loolced down tapon others as antlquatcd, ignorant, and
sîupld, in sore necd ai being rescued from, thelr nar.
naw.nshndedness and foolislîness--men who, white
denying Ilim, livcd yel Ac.cording lu aIll appearan'.e
well and happily, who were c.ounted the wlsesî meni oi
flîcîr d.i>s, and completely déminatedl the tboughl af
theit âge. WVe know aIse <nain the Bible how they
endcavourcd ta establisb Ibeit cen*al, partly main the
apparent deiecîs and weaknesses of theoapinions con-
trary ta theit own, and partly front the misiortunes
and miscnies ai thaseof ai eir cantemporaries who
thoîîgbî and acted diffcrently irom, thein, and aIl ibis
is set befare us as plainly as Iftho Ilook were descni.
bing meni ci out own lime who arc well known ta us.
Our minds are aisa flot a littho supported by ibis con.
sideration, which aiso lthe Bible scts befare us, tuai
such deniers of God did nal appear lni the limes in
whicb the aId religion vas the innermnost power and
Iiigbest pnide ai Isnatel, but only ln tîtase later limes
when lis finit pure force vas broken and il had begun
more kecnly ta fccl tbe deicîs ai its old econosny and
the incampletcness ai is traditional faitb. StilI lest
does sucit a dental ai God rench back int te earliest
limes ai tbe fle ai man on carth, fan in those thene
burned lte intensest longing ion the revelation ai God
aind ta obtain pcniect certainly ai I-is existence and
nearness. But in the later centuries ai antiquily a
nov obscuratian of the bumait mind gaI the upper
band on ibis ils bighest and brigbtcsî side, and many
leannel schools were founded ica Increase and per-
petuate this ,bscuration, yea and ilounished long ; so
tbat we tan nightiy assert thal the last centuries, thase
front *,ao on Soo B.C., were ctaactly like aur own lime
in ibis proneness ta the dental ai God and divine
thinga. Il is, thererore, a aniserable delusion wben
more necent men ci learning suppose they are tlîe first
deniers of God, and as scientific men, bave just dis.
covered the secret boy vo can deny God on salid
grounds. But the Bible knows flot only that God can
bc denied by men, and knows full vol whaî sort ai
men they are who deny God, il also wilfiesses con-
ýcenning tva other lacts whiclîconàtitute tbe necessary.
contrnats ta tbat denial, and which we must al'o con-
sider in this cannection. Iî annaunces ta us that God
on His part can withdnaw Hmmiseli front mon, and s0
estrangt, Himseh front theni that îbey shaîl scarcely
find Him again in a the sorrow that cornes tpon
thein, no nat when îliey seek Hint wiîh bitterest
labour and beavy anguish; yea il acknowledges the
passibility that Ho will der.y tem who deny Him.
The Bible alto ailaws that thc most God.iearing and
most piaus man can, under very heavy and cantinuous
triais ofiliie, fait int thc danger 61 denying God, ex.
hibits boforeoaur eycs, in the mosî affecîing and
graphic piclures, a hero liko job sinking int this
danger, gives us deep insight muao the anguisb and
canflict ai piaus bearts taom wiîh ibis despair, yea
shninks flot front reiating ta us bow Christ himsehf
with alnsost His lait earthiy word compianed that
God badl forsaken Him.- Trwa*lsdfrorn Ewald'r
LeAre Der Biee! von Coi.

TEMP ERANCEý NOTES.

IE COULD NOT REACII THE DRAKE.

There is an aid story cf a Caliiornia stage-driver
who dreamed af a journey davis thte mounitain aide
under perliaus conditions. lIs bis dreans te started
fram the top af the mounitain, wiîh a crack of bis
whip and a about ta bis hanses, and the stage rollcd
grandly along thse gently declining road. Soon Uic
descent became steeper, and thc torses were dasting
aiong on the fall gaîllop, but thc driver, confident cf
bis power ta check thera when Uic necessily should
corne, stili cracked bis whip ruad urged them onward.
Thse stage vas Dow going aI a feanful rate, and Uic
passengera becamne affighted; but the driver only
grasped bis Unes mare firmly, and puiled steadily tapon
thent. At lenglth ho coutl no langer disregard ttc
danger (rom thc headloîsg spced ai whict hoe was driv-
ing, and ho reachcd farward to place bis foot tapon the
braire, wben ho found that ic vas bcyand bis reach 1
To lacaca bis hold upon ttc lintes woaid te te give up
ail contrai aver bis fnightened hanseýs, and ho made
another and a mare detemùncd effort ta reach the
brake, but Uic brake vas still beyond his reach.
Faster and (asteir vent the stage dlown the stecp road,

and more and more frantic became the effoirts of the
driver ta stop fit; but the brake was beyond lt re.v Il 1
Just below there was a sudden turn lni the naurow
road. 1..pon onc side was the SOlik watl of the maotin
tain height; upon the atilier a icarful precipice. Ta
prss that at thc spccd nt wbich hc was going, iwould
be to court instant death. Once more the dri'etr
gathcred ail bis energica together fur oi List (rentitt1
effort ta check the speed of the flylng sînijc 'but lias'
it was of no use 1 le coutd flot rearli thc brake'
Who has flot known meni wlio wcre on thc lown raIde
of Intemperance, and who cou!d not reacli the brakc 1
.whose destinles were freilbtcd witb the lives of near

%rid dear trierais, whom they werc bearing l.own to
lves of mlsery and disgrace, but îvho coutl fot rea-h
the brake ! -who saw wcalth, lionour, love, liappinest,
being left behlnd therm in their flying descent, but who
couldnfot reach îhcbrake! who saw beforestiecm the
yawnlng abyss of eternal death for theinscivcs and
their children, but %titi tbcy could mot reat'b the brakc'1

TUR FIRST AND LAST DRAM
Jesse Loomis was an oniy son. At the age il

twelvre ho was termedl by bis father bis matherà boy,
beause of lits resembiance ta bet, as well as their
mutual affection. fleing naturally of a aitlld disposi.
tion, his mind the more castiy rcceived tht iwbolcsonte
advîcc cf bis motber, and bis heart was the more
deeply imprcssed with ber religiaus thoughts. Tltough
hier influençe his conscience bad becomne e>xtreinely
sensitive, and bis power of discriminat;ng between
tight and wrong, acute and correct. W;th these
prominent cbaractcristici, Jesse grcw Up a boy ai
seventeen years. It was at this age when, ane aftcr.
noon, Jesse was rcturning homo front a ride in the
country with a new acquaintance somewhaît further
advariced in years and somewhat unitiattd in a icw of
tbe vices of youth. On tbe mail was a taverfi ini
«Licb liquor was soid. Wbcn tbey had reacbied il
Jobhn, bis acquauntance, invited Jesse ta drink, lie
was at lirai so, averwbeimcd with the thouglit af enter.
ing a bar-roumt and drlnking iquor, tbat he at once
stautly reiuscd. But Jesse, finding bis annoying
solicitations were ta be stopped oniy by complying
with tbem, finaiiy conscnted, and entered the bar-
rmont. His acquaintance called for brandy. Jesse,
being tiniid and unacquainted witb the many kinds of
liquor, acceptedl tbe same, and poured into bis glass a
very small quantity. Wbite Jesse was -,)uring front
the decanter John perceived bis band sightly tremble,
and also an uneasiness of bis persan and apparent
absence o(rnind. John said nothing, but poured int
bis glass, with ail thbe air of an accustomed drinker, an
accustomcd drinker's allowance. Bath wcre now
ready ta drink. Jesse trcmbiing braught bis g1aes ta,
bis lips, and, as if startled, suddeiiiy put it back on the
counter, exdlaiming at the same time, "IJohn, I cannot
drink it 1 " John looked surprised, and asked the
reason. Jesse promisedl ta tell bmmt an the way home,
which ho did in «these words: ."lJohn, when yau asked
me ta drink, àtrange ta say, home and ail ils associa-
tions, anid lte many boly recollctians cf my cbild.
hood came la my mind. 1 thougt af the good advice
af my mother about temperance, tbe tbousand im
mnori'I resuits cf tippiing, as enumerated by ber, -id
tbe tbougbt cf falling inta thera by means of my first
drink. Hence the consequent destruction of my mo-
thees boptes for me, ber broken heart and last love,
shocked nic. I tbaught ai bier astanishment when ini-
fcrnued of thz act, and, above ail, came the question,
"Wbtwauid my mother say?" Natwithstanding ail
these thougbts crowding into mny mind, for poiiteness'
sake 1 camplied witb yaur request. But, John, when
1 came ta the act of drinking, these saine thouglils
camne back with increased pawer, and stayed my
band." Reader, cherish the maral, courage oi Jesse.
L.et the saine tbougbl recall your erring feel, and the
queistion, 'Wbaî'wauid mny motter say?" be as a
wanng voice against the smares cf vice.

WVn are bappy ta note a falling off af the consump-
lion cf untaxicaling liquors last ycar ini Great Britain,
an.d an unerease ini the consumrption of tea and other
wholesontelbeverages. The arnount spent ini drink in
1879 was £i-.8,ooocc>o, white ini 1878 il was £142,e
oooooa. Tbe most mnarked falling off was ini beer.

TDEz Pape bas reccntiy urîdergone successfully a
paunial operation, and bis medicai adviser bave a4-
vised hlm thal ta remain, in Rame ail the sumnier is,
perbaps, tai rais an immnediate risk of his licé and ceri.
tainiy tashorten, il.


